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VETERAN: CLAUDE F. GALLOWAY

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: MAJOR
INTERVIEWED By: GREG WELLMAN

What many people today know about the the world wars they have learned from textbooks. I, myself, only
knew what the books taught until I had the chance to get the real facts from a veteran. Claude "Gunsmoke"
Galloway is a World War II veteran who took the time to tell me what the war was really like.

Mr. Galloway was twenty years old and working on dry docks, planes from England, when the bombing of
Pearl Harbor began. He was at work, on a Sunday, when he first learned of the attack. One man came running
down the docks yelling that there had been a bombing. Soon afterwards, Galloway quit work to join the Air Force.
He joined on January 13, 1942, because he felt it was what every young man should do. He was also influenced
to join by his three brothers who had already enlisted in the Air Force.

Galloway trained for six weeks at Ellington and was then transferred to Victorville, California, where he
specialized as a bombardier. The weapons, clothes, and equipment used during the war were the very best made
and were considered to be top of the line. His opinion of the leadership under which he served was also excellent,
with the noncoms being the real leaders. The bombing of the Germans in France exemplified some of the best
leadership. However, the raid on the oil fields in Paless turned out to be fatal due to an accidental bombing that
killed several men.

Soon after the bombings, he was happy to hear the news that he was going overseas. The morale of his unit
was outstanding. They had no drug or alcohol abuse at that time, nor was there any gambling among his unit.
The morale of his unit was greatly affected by the success or failure of a mission. Radio and newspaper
correspondents were with them on every mission.

Mr. Galloway was soon introduced to combat and rapid fire. His first experience was over France, when they
were attacked by German planes in swarms. Not knowing how to react, Galloway stayed calm with a rush of
excitement running through his body. His only hope was that their plane shot before the Germans did.

His unit often interacted with sister services during combat. They would fly with each other and keep officers
at each others' bases.

During the war, it was obvious that the enemy troops were very experienced, well trained, and excellent
fighters. Their equipment proved very effective.

Shortly after the bombings, Galloway and his troops were stationed on the ground. There was great relief,
and the feeling that a ton of pressure had been lifted off their shoulders. They knew the killing was finally over
and they would soon be going home. The war, although a success, turned out to have a great impact on everyone's
lives, including the leaders.

Mr. Galloway was injured during combat once, but was able to remain at his station long enough to shoot
down two German planes.

The war became a turning point in his life. He remained in the Air Force for a total of twenty years, at which
time he finally retired. Mr. Galloway was not only a great fighter, but also a brave soldier. He has two pages of
medals, including the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star. He made many contributions to the Air Force, some of
which saved the lives of his crew. I believe Claude "Gunsmoke" Galloway can truly be called a "hero."
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