
VETERAN: DOUGLAS L. GUTHRIE

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: STAFF SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED By: ESMERALDA CRUZ

Douglas Guthrie served in the Air Corps from January 1942 through December 1945. He enlisted at
Minneapolis, Minnesota at the age of 21 and served first as a glider pilot and later operated a radio in a control
tower. He was stationed in the Philippines, New Guinea, and Australia.

From this interview, I learned that many people join the service for reasons of their own and not just for
patriotism. For example, Mr. Guthrie joined because he wanted to fly, and this was a perfect opportunity for him.
I realize joining the service is probably the hardest decision a person can make, especially during wartime.

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all?
A: I was a teacher, and it was not very useful to me.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I applied because I wanted to fly, and I figured this was the best opportunity for me.

Q: Describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved.
A: I applied and took a physical in the middle of 1941. My application was accepted, and I was called in.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: I thought it was very necessary and fair because not many people were joining on their own.

Q: Has your opinion of the WWII draft changed since then?
A: No, my opinion remains the same. I still think it was the best choice.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: I trained for two weeks in Sacramento, California, and two weeks later I began flying.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: Flying and in operating a radio in the control tower.

Q: Did your training prepare you for your service overseas?
A: Yes, it did.

Q: Why did you fight?
A: Because I thought it was necessary.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: I did not use any, but I know they were useful, reliable and better than the enemy's.

Q: How responsive were the supply services to your unit's needs
A: Acceptable.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: Whatever each wanted. When in New Guinea, I would collect shells from the beach and make them into

jewelry to sell. I also had a flower bed next to my home.
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Q: What was your opinion of Special Services?
A: There weren't any available.

Q: Describe the health of your unit.
A: Several diseases were encountered even though we were previously vaccinated. There were so many bugs

and mosquitoes.

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: None at all.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: I accepted it, because I knew it was coming, but I did not know how long I would stay overseas. I stayed for

four years with only a seven day vacation.

Q: What information, if any, did the Army give you about the countries in which you served?
A: None!

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: Since several places were evacuated, we didn't have much contact and hardly any communication with those

who did stay, because we didn't speak their language.

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A: I had access to the radio in the control tower, and I did hear a lot of propaganda from both sides in English,

and most of them were lies.

Q: Describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use.
A: Like I said, I had access to a radio, so I knew it was coming.

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945 on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A: I was very surprised at the fact they they actually did go ahead and use it.

Q: Has that opinion since changed? If so, how?
A: No. I thought it was appropriate, and it definitely ended the war.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action.
A: I never did any shooting because I never had an opportunity.

Q: If you ever came under enemy air attack, what were the circumstances and your reaction to that attack?
A: We did have bombing raids from the Japanese, and I was usually in the control tower, so I had to take cover

by going underground.

Q: Describe a "typical" day when your unit was committed to the front lines.
A: We were occupied most of the time taking care of the equipment.

Q: What did you think of the enemy as people?
A: A lot of hatred. I saw how bad they abused the people in the Philippines.

Q: How were local civilians treated by Allied soldiers?
A: We got along great.

Q: What efforts were made to maintain your unit's morale and discipline after the end of hostilities?
A: None. We were just sent home.

50th Anniversary 159



Q: How was your trip back home?
A: There were so many of us coming back, bunk beds were built as needed on the deck.

Q: How, if at all, were your military skills or military education helpful to you after the war?
A: It helped me become a man. It also made me appreciate the U.S.

Q: What would you do if after WWII another world war began.
A: I would join again.
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