
VETERAN: ROBERT BOWERS

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: TECHNICAL SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED By: IRENE ORTIZ

Robert Adrian Bowers was a member of the 492nd Squadron, 7th Bomb Group, 10th Air Force. The type of
plane flown was a B-24 bomber, referred to by Mr. Bowers as "The Liberator." He served from November 1941
to November 1945 and was stationed in India.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: Well, me and a friend were on our way to go duck hunting and we passed up the enlistment office. We decided

to go ahead and enlist. My buddy backed out, but I went ahead with it. I asked the enlistment officer when
he needed me, and he said, "Now." I said, "No, sir, I'm going duck hunting." When I got home, I told my
mother and my girlfriend (my wife now) that I had enlisted, and they didn't like that too much.

Q: Describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved.
A: I was registered and classified as 1A enlisted.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes, I believe it was.

Q: What did you think about later wartime draft policies?
A: I didn't really think about it.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: San Antonio is where I did basic training (Dodd Field). I went to air school in Mississippi.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: I was trained in instruments, and I taught gunnery school and flight later on.

Q: Were you trained in first aid, signaling, radio, or the use of any special equipment. If so, what kind?
A: Gunnery and the machine gun on the bombers.

Q: What were your experiences while undergoing such special training?
A: I liked it.

Q: Did your training prepare you for overseas?
A: Yes.

Q: Why did you fight?
A: Uncle Sam said we had to, and we had no choice.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: They were good. I never used any of them, but they were .50 caliber machine guns. They were not like the

ones they have today, but they were good.

Q: Were they reliable?
A: Yes, but we never received much opposition.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: The rations here in the U.S. were good, but over there they were terrible. They served us food like Spam (we

called it "bully beef") and something like a corn puff and they put syrup over it.
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Q: How adequate was the clothing for the climate and weather conditions you encountered?
A: O.K., we wore shorts most of the time because it was so hot.

Q: How responsive were the supply services to your unit's needs?
A: Pretty good.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: The pilot was top notch. We had a good crew. Our bomber was called "Quick As A Bunny." It had a girl

on the front with a bunny suit on.

Q: How did officers commissioned through various means (service academies, ROTC, OCS, National Guard,
and battlefield promotions) compare?

A: They were called "90 day wonders." The training we got was all we had.

Q: Describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership?
A: The lead pilots and bombardiers; some were good and some were bad.

Q: Recount any cases of soldier violence directed against officers.
A: There was none, but when the war ended some planes were sabotaged. It happened because we had been

told we had to fly over the "Hump" (Himalayas) one last time for a mission. So, planes were sabotaged
because some didn't want to go.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: It was moderate.

Q: Recount any particular punishments for breaches of discipline.
A: There were none.

Q: What did you think about military courts and justice?
A: I never saw any.

Q: If there was any desertion in your unit, what caused it?
A: No, there were some who went AWOL, but they came back.

Q: Was there much theft from one another in your unit?
A: No.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: Poker, cribbage, bridge, softball, basketball. Some men gambled alot.

Q: What was your opinion of Special Services?
A: Real good. Bob Hope came and put on a show at Casablanca when we were there on our way to our base in

India.

Q: What, if any, materials did you read in your leisure time?
A: Westerns.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians in the U.S.?
A: Good.

Q: How adequate was medical care?
A: Fair. One guy had gotten the measles and was taken somewhere else because there was no hospital.
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Q: Describe the health of your unit.
A: One guy had a virus the whole time we were over there and he was out for a week.

Q: For what did soldiers use their pay?
A: Gambling, souvenirs, and Indian leather boots made there at the base. Everyone had a pair of those boots.

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit? If so, how were the beverages obtained?
A: Overseas it was too hot to drink. We were given one beer a month, then 5-6 were given every month later on.

Q: Was drug use a problem in your unit? If so, which drugs?
A: No, we didn't even know of them.

Q: Was there much gambling? If so, what types?
A: Yes, most of the men shot dice. The ones that were good sent $2000-$3000 home.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: "I'll Be Home For Christmas" and all the 40's songs.

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?
A: "Oh, my aching back!" That's all I can remember.

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: No, most of the guys were white.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: I wasn't crazy about going, but I liked India.

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination?
A: They told us before we left.

Q: What difficulties, if any, did your unit experience in getting ready to move overseas?
A: None. We left from San Francisco. The co-pilot missed the plane.

Q: Please identify your port of embarkation, the name of your transport and the port of arrival.
A: We left from Miami Beach, Florida. We flew in a C-51 (cargo plane) to Calcutta, India.

Q: What information, if any, did the Air Corps give you about the countries in which you served?
A: They told us about the people and their culture, showed us maps of the country, and gave us language books.

The books were for if you crashed somewhere, you could look in the book and be able to say, "I am an
American."

Q: What were your first impressions of service abroad?
A: At Casablanca, it seemed like the end of the world. The people were so poor and always begging. They were

very needy people.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: There was not much mingling. Some men went into town. I only went once.

Q: Was there much fraternizing with local women?
A: No, they looked so unclean.

Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: Pretty good; it was boring at times. We lived in huts.
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Q: What effect did combat have on morale?
A: They looked forward to it. The only complaint was flying "The Hump."

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A: Tokyo Rose. It was a broadcast that talked about destroying Americans.

Q: What was your reaction to it?
A: None.

Q: How and to what extent were religious convictions expressed in your unit?
A: We had the opportunity to go to services. There was one boy who was Protestant. He was very religious. He

would pray up to flight and he didn't go to the movies.

Q: How, if at all, did these convictions seem to influence performance?
A: It didn't, but there were brief prayers. We usually prayed the Twenty-third Psalm.

Q: If you remained with your original unit, how did you feel about individual replacements who later joined
your unit?

A: The navigator was killed and he was replaced. The replacement was as good.

Q: What did you think of wartime civilian newspaper, magazine or radio coverage of the war and of your unit?
A: There was the paper, "CBI Roundup."

Q: Did you receive and read news publications such as Stars and Stripes or your unit newspaper?
A: We read Stars and Stripes.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action? If so, where, when, and against whom?
A: We were bombing. We did 300 hours of combat. The missions were 9-18 hours, and we bombed the Japanese

at Rangoon, Mandalay (Thailand).

Q: What were you thinking and experiencing at the time?
A: I was just hoping for an O.K. flight.

Q: Describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience.
A: It was a night mission, my third. It was in Bangkok. I remember the radio operator was so nervous and planes

were getting hit. Just as the bombs were dropped, a light shone on us, and we were O.K.

Q: Describe a "typical" day when your unit was committed to the front lines.
A: A bomb mission; we usually had to be up at 4 or 5 a.m., and we ate breakfast. We left at daybreak and flew

up to 91/2-18 hours and 20 minutes. We landed at night and stopped at Calcutta for gas.

Q: How effective was the fire support your unit received from other combat arms, the air or naval gunfire?
A: The fighter planes were equipped with P-51's, P-38's, and P-47's. The 51's stayed with the unit at the target

and also gave good coverage.

Q: How would you characterize your unit's combat performance? Was it the result of leadership, discipline, unit
camaraderie and cohesion, individual courage or fear, or other factors.

A: It was good. The formation bombings were good, we always got the target, but the individual bombings
didn't go so well for some pilots.

Q: If you were ever wounded in action, please recount the circumstances.
A: No, the only time anything happened was when the radio operator shot a hole in the plane.
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Q: Did you ever participate in cooperative services with a sister service?
A: Yes, the British flew with us on several missions. They flew behind the formation, and the Americans led. But

oh, they were some characters! If they didn't like the way we were flying, they would go around to the front
and disappear, then join later.

Q: What special procedures, if any, were adopted to facilitate operating with Allied troops?
A: I don't know of any. The only thing I did with the British was fly with them.

Q: What was your opinion of the individual soldiers of our Allies?
A: The ones I had any dealings with were top notch.

Q: What was their opinion of U.S. forces?
A: The U.S. was the best over there.

Q: What was their attitude toward U.S. forces?
A: There were no problems. I tell you what though, them Indians were scared to death of the British. They

wouldn't dare come up to the British or put shoe polish on their shoes. They gave them a wide range when
they walked down the street. One Indian came up to one of the British guys and the British backhanded him
good.

Q: What did you think of the enemy as people?
A: I didn't think much at the time. They were committing all sorts of crimes, but at that time, I didn't think too

much of them.

Q: How, if at all, did your original opinion of enemy soldiers change after your encountered them in battle.
A: I don't hold a grudge. I've changed since the war. They were doing what they had to do, and we were doing

what we had to do.

Q: How were enemy prisoners treated by U.S. forces?
A: They were treated real well. The ones I saw were at Tripoli and were Italian. They worked in the mess halls.

We had this radio operator who was an Italian boy and could speak the lingo, so we ate real good.

Q: What training did you receive in regard to treating enemy POW's?
A: We didn't get any. All they told us was that if we got caught to give name, rank, and serial number.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VE Day?
A: Everybody was happy, but not as happy as VJ Day. We knew it wouldn't be long before the Japanese gave

up.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VJ Day?
A: Everybody had their beer and was celebrating. We thought we were going home, but we stayed longer.

Q: Describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use.
A: None.

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945, on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A: Good. We thought for sure it would end the war.

Q: Has that opinion since changed? If so, how?
A: Looking back, I don't think it should have been used-something that deadly.

Q: How were local civilians treated by American and other Allied soldiers?
A: Well, I guess they were looked down upon.
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Q: How was the morale and discipline of your unit after the end of hostilities?
A: It was good, except for flying "The Hump." It turned everybody off for awhile till we found out they had to

do it.

Q: How did the "point system" for demobilization affect your unit and you personally?
A: Most came home by boat on points. I had enough points to come home, but by that time the war was over

and we could fly our planes home. One guy wanted our crew to come home in the same plane, but I stayed
a month more.

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive?
A: I got the Air Medal, unit citations, some Chinese medal for flying gas over "The Hump," and a medal for good

conduct.

Q: In your opinion, were awards and decorations distributed fairly?
A: Yes. I'll tell you a story, though. It had become a rumor that they were going to quit giving 300 hours. The

navigator came over to me and said, "Bob, let's go and volunteer to fly tomorrow." He lacked six hours and
I lacked four. I said, "Cap, you couldn't give me enough medals to fly over that "Hump." The navigator was
killed on that flight.

Q: Describe your welcome home to the United States.
A: It wasn't much. We flew our planes back and landed at West Palm Beach. We went through customs, were

put on a train, went to San Antonio, and I got my $300 and discharge money.

Q: How long did you remain in the service after the end of hostilities?
A: Two to three months.

Q: Where and when were you discharged?
A: San Antonio, November 11th or 12th.

Q: What did you do after you were discharged?
A: I came home and worked at an oil field in Barbers Hill.

Q: What were your experiences of civilian life upon leaving the service?
A: I married my girlfriend in February of 1946.

Q: What national or unit veteran association(s) have you belonged to?
A: CBI Basha in Houston. I was in it for one year. I joined four years ago.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences? Why?
A: It is not discussed very often, but the radio operator visits us twice a year.

Q: If you have read any histories, articles, or other postwar writings on campaigns in which you participated,
what is your opinion as to their accuracy.

A: I haven't read any, but I bought tapes, and they didn't cover much.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America and
Americans?

A: This is the best place to be; the best standard of living. Other countries are poor, but we have and appreciate
our freedoms.

Q: What were your expectations at the end of the war as to prospects for world stability?
A: I thought it was the war to end all wars.

Q: What were your expectations at the end of the war as to America's place and influence in the world?

A: I thought it was the greatest influence and proved that we were the leader.
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Q: To what extent have those expectations been realized over the ensuing decades?
A: America is recognized as a world power and will always be.

The following is a question of my own, that turned out to be a delightful story.

Q: What was the one thing that you remember the most?
A: Getting in a storm coming back from China. They wanted you to leave before dark; they wouldn't let you

leave after dark. We took off just before dark, and the co-pilot was flying the airplane and the pilot was sitting
in the co-pilot's seat. I was sitting on the floor reading Gone With the Wind, I believe, and the first thing I knew
I saw the plane go down. I didn't have a parachute harness, and I was trying to get it on. We dropped a
thousand feet and then would go up a thousand feet. It was kind of scary. The co-pilot was handling the
throttle. He'd pull full throttle when we'd get an updraft, then go 120 mph and pull up 80-90 mph. He kept
hollering, "Hold her, you bear! Hold her, you bear!" I can remember hitting my head somewhere, too.

I learned from this interview that not everything is in our books. Every veteran or person who lived during
that time experienced something that the youth of today could never even imagine. Hearing Mr. Bower's stories
were exciting, but I could never really know what it was like for him or how he felt. It touched me to hear about
that time and age and what the war was like. It was something unforgettable, and I'm glad that Mr. Bowers
allowed me to listen to his war experiences. To me, he is one of the brave men we owe our freedom to.
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