
1K. S. A4vV

VETERAN: FRED E. ADAMS
HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: MOTOR MACHINIST'S MATE 1ST CLASS
INTERVIEWED By: RENEE SIMPSON

On November 23, 1992, I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Fred Adams. Mr. Adams was a very interesting
man to interview. Maybe I was so thrilled to interview him because of his many accomplishments during the war.
I was also thrilled to find out that he was placed into the first black company to participate in the service in any
way other than being servants. Mr. Adams is a man who is not afraid to speak his mind. By talking to him, I
learned what my ancestors went through during the war.

I learned that blacks who enlisted in the Army had conflicts with one another. Not only were blacks fighting
against each other, they were also fighting against the prejudiced feelings of whites. Mr. Adams gave me a couple
of incidents that he and his friends were involved in dealing with prejudice. He felt as if no one wanted him or
any other colored man to be there. But he never once let prejudice get to him. He was there to defend his country,
and he felt as if he also had to make a stand for blacks.

Although Mr. Adams was trained to be a motor machinist, his talents led him elsewhere. One day he and a
couple of his friends were singing on the ship. Everyone was enjoying their voices and soon gathered around to
hear them. One of the people who really enjoyed their talent was Bob Crosby. He began to sing with them and
also became acquainted with everyone. This is when he and others participating in the songs were asked to
become entertainers to the enlisted men. Bob Crosby then arranged for Fred's crew to be on his ship.

Our conversations consisted of the following questions and answers:

Q: When did you enlist in the service?
A: I enlisted in Baytown in August 1941.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: Because I was of age and wanted to avoid being drafted. So I felt that they were going to need all they could

get, and I decided to volunteer.

Q: Describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved.
A: I joined the Navy as a volunteer.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes, I believe it was fair. Fair in the sense that they had to get everyone they could.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: It was a Sunday morning, December 7, during breakfast at college.

Q: What was your reaction to that attack?
A: Shocked at first. I mean I was shocked and surprised.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: Camp Roberts Smalls in Illinois (Navy).

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: Nothing. They gave me tests on different types of things, then they took the subject that I scored highest on

which happened to be mechanic. So they sent me to Virginia to a mechanics school.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: They sent me to San Diego (NSTA) for one and a half years. After that, they sent me to Pearl Harbor.
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Q: Why did you fight?
A: I didn't. I was asked to entertain the enlisted men after the incident with Mr. Crosby. In fact I was never

patriotic.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: It was surprising because I had never had to deal with any kind of weapons before.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: On a scale of1 to10, it gets a 5.

Q: Describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership?
A: I personally had none. There was racial problems with leaders and men. But there was also things that the

blacks did that I didn't like.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: Strict, but fair.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: We had recreation centers, U.S.O., athletic games, and very well equipped clubs.

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: Yes, there were many instances in the dinner room.

When asked this question, he stated that blacks, in a sense, led discrimination on. He said that everytime it was time to
eat, all of the blacks would get their trays and go to themselves. He questioned them on why they did that. He soon
convinced them to converse with the whites. But since the whites weren't used to the blacks sitting with them, they asked
them to leave. Whites just assumed that this was the way that it was supposed to be.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: I had mixed emotions. I was afraid of seeing exactly whatI saw. Our ship arrived there shortly after the battle.

We saw sunken ships, the green water. It was just terrible. Anybody who saw that will never forget it.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: I got along fine with everyone. Most of the time I was entertaining people. In fact there was more conflicts

between the enlisted men and blacks.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences? Why?
A: I feel comfortable with anybody. I am proud to be a part of history.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America and
Americans?

A: I felt that there was too much wrong with Americans. That we had a lot that needed to be corrected. For
example, racial problems.
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