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Q: Date of place of enlistment?
A: June 7, 1943, age 17, at San Antonio, TX.

Q. Previous occupation?
A. Worked for Southern Pacific Railroad.

Q. How and why did you join the service?
A. Enlisted to serve my country.

Q. Please describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved.
A. All that was required was a physical exam.

Q. At the time, did you feel that the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A. Yes.

Q. Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A. Heard it on the radio.

Q. Where did you train as a recruit?
A. San Diego, California.

Q. At what post were you stationed during your stateside service?
A. Treasure Island, San Francisco.

Q. Why did you fight?
A. To protect our country.

Q. What was your opinion of the weapons you saw and used in the service?
A. Excellent.

Q. What was your opinion of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A. Good equipment, fair rations.

Q. What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A. Excellent.

Q. Please describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership?
A. All of our superiors were well trained and were good leaders.

Q. What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A. Strict.

Q. What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A. Swimming, cards, reading.

Q. What songs were popular during your military service?
A. "Candy," "I'll be home for Christmas."
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Q. What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?
A. Kilroy was here.

Q. Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A. No.

Q. When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A. Proud but frightened.

Q. At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination?
A. The first engagement with the enemy.

Q. What information, if any, did the military give you about the countries in which you served?
A. None.

Q. How was the morale of your unit?
A. Peaks and valleys.

Q. What effect did combat have on morale?
A. Strengthened it.

Q. What factors helped improve morale?
A. Letters from home, close friendships, and liberty in port.

Q. What factors contributed to a decline in morale?
A. Lack of mail service, food, and being gone so long.

Q. What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A. Tokyo Rose every night on the radio.

Q. Did you know or observe any newspapers or radio war correspondents?
A. They did a good job.

Q. Did you take part in any combat action?
A. Japanese in the South Pacific.

Q. Please describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience?
A. The invasion of the Philippines and air attacks were awful and frightening.

Q. Please describe a "typical" day when your unit was committed to the front lines.
A. Watch was 24 hours a day with little sleep, tense, and lots of coffee.

Q. Did you participate in cooperative operations with a sister service?
A. Yes, carried both Marines and Army on our ship.

Q. How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops as fighters?
A. Merciless and hated.

Q. What were your reactions and your unit's reactions to VE Day?
A. Great joy, relief, and excited.

Q. What awards and decorations did you receive?
A. Several battle awards.
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Q. Please describe your welcome home to the U.S.?
A. One of the greatest experiences of my entire service. We were all treated like heroes.

Q. What does the G.I. Bill mean to you?
A. It afforded me a college education.

Q. With whom do you feel comfortable discussing your wartime experiences?
A. Fellow WWII veterans--they understand what each other went through.

Q. WWII was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America or Americans?
A. That we are strong, dedicated, willing to sacrifice, and have a love of country.
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