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VETERAN: JACK HARLAN CONNOR

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: LIEUTENANT (J.G.)
INTERVIEWED By: DEREK MOOKHOEK

Q: Date and place of enlistment?
A: December 11, 1942 (age 17); Houston, Texas.

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all?
A: I was a student at Texas A&M.

Q: Why did you join the service?
A: Patriotism.

Q: Describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved.
A: The Navy offered more suitable opportunities.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: It was everyone's duty to participate.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I was shooting pool on Sunday in the recreation room at Texas A&M.

Q: What was your reaction to entering military service?
A: I was elated that I had passed the physical.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: SMU V12, Camp McDonough, Plattsburg, New York.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: Worked on the deck of the ship.

Q: What further training, if any, did you receive overseas?
A: Engineering, deck officer, hall and deck maintenance, and went to executive office.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: I didn't stay in the states. I was overseas for three years.

Q: Why did you fight?
A: I wanted to.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: They were adequate.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: They were good.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: It was reasonable.

Q: Describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership?
A: Average; there was more good than bad.

50th Anniversary
211



Q: Who were the "real" leaders - officers, noncoms, or enlisted men?
A: Anderson, he was my captain.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: It was fair.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: Sightseeing.

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit? If so, how were the beverages obtained?
A: No.

Q: Was there much gambling? If so, what types?
A: No, very little.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, and Big Band music.

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?
A: Walls were bulk heads, windows were portholes, and stairs were called ladders.

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: No, it was fair.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: I was happy and glad I was going.

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination?
A: After we left port, we usually got our orders.

Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: Good.

Q: What factors helped improve morale?
A: Extended available amenities to crew when possible.

Q: What factors contributed to a decline in morale?
A: Arbitrary illogical leadership.

Q: Did you know or observe any newspaper, magazine or radio coverage of the war and of your unit?
A: No.

Q: Describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience.
A: We really didn't have much; shelling was long distance.

Q: Describe a "typical" day when your unit was committed to the front lines.
A: We weren't on the front lines. We carried cargo through to the Allies.

Q: Did you personally experience or know of others killed or injured as a result of "friendly" fire?
A: No.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops (Germans, Italians, Japanese) as fighters?
A: I exercised great caution.
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Q: What were your opinions of the individual soldiers of our Allies.
A: Dedicated.

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive?
A: American Theater of War, Asiatic-Pacific Area, WWII Medal, Philippine Liberation.

Q: Describe your welcome home to the United States.
A: Good.

Q: What did you do after you were discharged?
A: I went back to school and got my third mate's license.

Q: What does the G.I. Bill mean to you?
A: It helped me pay for my college education.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service?
A: Good, because I was going back to school.

Q: Did you join the National Guard or Organized Reserves after the war?
A: I stayed in the reserves until 1954.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences?
A: Anyone that is interested. Reasonable military service is the duty of every citizen.
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