
VETERAN: MYRON JENSON

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: LIEUTENANT JR. GRADE

INTERVIEWED By: JOEL BUTLER

Myron Jenson was a naval pilot during World War II and now resides in Baytown. He was under the
command of Chuck Brewer, commander of VPB-18. At age 18, Myron enlisted for five and one-half years at a
recruiting station in Houston, Texas, in July of 1942.

Q: What was your previous occupation and how useful was it to you in the service?
A: File clerk at Exxon--it was not useful.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I enlisted to stay out of the draft and join the branch of service I wanted to be in.

Q: Please describe the local enlistment or draft processes with which you were involved.
A: I took written and physical examinations for the Navy V-5 program in Houston and Dallas (Texas).

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: It was necessary, but you can't consider a draft to be fair.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I was a cook in a drug store and heard it on the radio.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: University of Texas Flight Preparatory School, University of Houston War Training School, Del Monte,

California Pre-Flight, Hutchenson, Kansas Primary Flight, Corpus Christi, Texas Basic and Advanced Flight,
Banana River, Florida Operational Training.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: I was a pilot!

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: Corpus Christi, Texas, Banana River, Florida, and San Diego, California.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: At that time they were very advanced, but I did not like the 30 caliber carbine because of its non-accuracy.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: No complaints.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: Excellent. The skipper liked to take care of his men. One time he ordered beer for 4000 men, but there were

really only 400 men.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: We had good discipline. The superiors were laid back, while the lower ranked were self disciplined for the

most part.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: Swimming, baseball, an occasional dance, beer drinking, and movies (when available).
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Q: What songs were popular during the war?
A: "Drinkin' Rum and Coca-Cola" was played every morning at Khanoeha Bay, Saipan during breakfast.

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial, or religious discrimination?
A: I didn't notice any. The only blacks on board were stewards who did their jobs well.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action?
A: I was a pilot of a patrol bombing squadron flying along the coast of China and Japan. We bombed shipments

on the way to Japan from Korea.

Statistics: Rescued 32 aviators
Bombed 35 shore installments
Sank 37 ships
Damaged 27 ships
Shot down 12 aircraft
Damaged 9 aircraft

Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: Pretty high. Regular mail from home made us all feel better, but it took nine weeks to arrive.

Q: What effect did combat have on morale?
A: It sobered us up!

Q: What factors helped improve morale?
A: Any mail from home, movies, and time off.

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A: We listened to Tokyo Rose radio show and Shanghi Lil.

Q: Did you ever participate in operations with a sister service?
A: Not really, but we did some air-sea rescues.

Q: Was your fleet or unit ever attached to a regular Allied command?
A: Yes, the Pacific Fleet.

Q: What were your opinions of the individual soldiers of our Allies?
A: I was always on a plane and never came into contact with them.

Q: Did you work with or alongside Allied or foreign auxiliary, irregular resistance, or guerrilla troops?
A: No.

Q: How did you and your comrads regard enemy troops as fighters?
A: Some were good--some weren't. The Kamikaze pilots weren't any good.

Q: What were your and your unit's reactions to VE Day?
A: "Started celebrating!!"

Q: What were your and your unit's reactions to VJ Day?
A: We did celebrate!

Q: Please describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use.
A: I did not even hear about Hiroshima until after Nagasaki.
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Q: What does the G.I. Bill mean to you?
A: It meant my college education and first home loan.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service?
A: I was ready to get out and go to college. I did not expect a really big deal.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences?
A: Obviously my wartime buddies at our reunion.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America or
Americans?

A: War is a sobering experience than can change the attitudes of millions in a matter of seconds. No matter how
prepared one might think he is, nothing can prepare the mind for the grim and harsh realities of war. It is a
tough concept to grasp that one minute you are living your life at home and the next minute possibly suffering
and dying in an overseas jungle.
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