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VETERAN: CLARENCE D. (PERCY) FORD

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: 3RD CLAss PETTY OFFICER

INTERVIEWED By: TERRY MOORE

My dad served aboard the USS Randolph (CV15) during World War II. During my childhood, he would
occasionally mention his service on the Randolph, but until I began this interview, he had never shared his
experiences in great detail. It was as though I had opened a door that had been closed for fifty years, and he was
seeing and reliving again in his mind's eye events from a lifetime ago.

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all?
A: I was a carpenter.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I didn't. I was drafted. On the 10th of March I got my greetings from Uncle Sam. During the war you got

drafted into any branch of the service where you were needed. The put you wherever they wanted you.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes, it was the same for everybody unless you were a politician's kid...they went right straight to officer's

school (ha).

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I was in Lyons, Kansas visiting my aunt and uncle. Oh, kid like, I didn't think too much about it at the time.

I wasn't but 16.

Q: How long after the attack on Pearl Harbor did you get drafted?
A: I got my greetings on March 10, 1942, but my grandad died and we had to go to the funeral. Then after I went

back to work, I mashed my finger off in an oilrig accident, so was '43 before I ever went in.

Q: What were your initial reactions to going into the military? Was it something you were leery of?
A: No, it was just something you accepted. We were at war and everybody else had to go, so that was just a part

of it.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: In Corpus Christi. I was there about six weeks.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: Gunnery, bombadier, radar, and torpedo. I went to school for about five months.

Q: Did you experience anything unusual during your training that stands out in your mind?

A: When I was in torpedo school, my buddy put his hand on the dolly they carried the torpedoes around with.
The sling busted and a torpedo fell on his hand. It mashed it all to pieces. They had to wire his fingers and
his whole hand. I don't know what happened to him after that. He went one way and I went the other.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: Corpus Christi; Norman and Purcell, Oklahoma; Banana River, Florida; North Island, San Diego; some kind

of "pea field" for torpedo training, then back to North Island (when we were in the Cashew 5) and shipped
out from San Diego.

Q: If you were shown the film series "Why We Fight," what was your reaction to it?
A: No, that was too many years ago. They showed all the servicemen those "V.D." films and all that.
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Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: I really never gave it too much thought back then. What you did was what you were told to, or else.

Q: Were they reliable?
A: I never had any trouble with any of them misfiring.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: I didn't think some of them were adequate. They were the "look at me, here I am" types. Especially the

"shavetails" (we called them '90 day wonders'). If you met them on the street and didn't salute them, boy
they'd put it on you. You'd take them old times, they'd be kind of glad you didn't salute them.

Q: Describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership?
A: I don't remember any times in particular. Some of them were a little bit overbearing. Their rank kind of went

to their head.

Q: Who were the "real" leaders - officers, noncoms, or enlisted men?
A: One of the better ones was a gunnery officer I had on Guam. He went up through the ranks. He didn't go

to officer's school.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: Well, some of it was pretty severe I thought. During the war, you couldn't dilly-dally around. If they told

you to do something, you better do it, especially if you were overseas.

Q: Was there much theft from one another in your unit?
A: The worst was down in Corpus Christi when a man stole a watch. The officers made us get out on the

"grinder" with full packs for four hours. But we found out who he was and some of the guys stripped him
and put him in the shower and used an old "G.I." brush on him. When they got through with him, he was
red all over.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: We played a lot of volleyball and softball. We had recreation everywhere of some sort when you had time

to go to it.

Q: What was your opinion of Special Services (USO shows, movies, reading material, etc.)
A: The only one I ever went to was in Los Angeles at a place called the Canteen. It was a big deal then because

all the big name stars were usually there. They made a picture show of it before I ever went to it. In the movie
it was as big as Carnegie Hall, and when I got there it was about the size of a large bathroom-a little bitty
place. The one time we went, none of the big names were there. There was generally always a big name band
like Benny Goodman, the Dorsey boys, or Helen O'Connell.

Q: For what did soldiers use their pay?
A: Usually booze, go to the picture show, shoot pool, and buy cigarettes.

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit? If so, how were the beverages obtained?
A: No. Of course when we got liberty, everybody went to town and drank. There was some that wouldn't make

it back to the base, but as a rule, it worked out pretty good.

Q: Was drug use a problem in your unit? If so, which drugs?
A: I never knew of any drugs while I was in the service.

Q: Was there much gambling? If so, what types?
A: There was a lot of gambling, especially after payday. They played dealer's choice, a lot of blackjack. The first

time I played, I was lucky enough to win a little bit, and actually played on the winnings of that one game while
I was there because I didn't play that much.
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Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: No. We didn't have much integration back then. In fact, I don't remember many blacks in the Navy. I think

they were mostly in the Army.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: I was kind of ready to go. I was getting pretty bored with what we were doing in North Island. We were just

waiting for the shakedown crew to get back.

Q: Did anything unusual happen when you were enroute to your overseas destination?
A: When we left there, it took us seven days to get to Pearl Harbor, and before we got there we'd average losing

a man a day to different things. Most of it was silliness. There were three that got to drinking that "torpedo
juice" or "pink lady" or whatever you call it. They got drunk, went out and laid on the catwalk and passed
out and rolled over the side into the water. A carrier that big, they didn't stop and pick them up. We didn't
know what happened to them. They had destroyers alongside that sometimes would go back to pick them
up, if there was a chance of getting them, but it depended on where you were and what you were doing.

Q: Did you get off your vessel very often?
A: We had a liberty at Pearl Harbor and then didn't get off again until we got kamakazied in the Ulithi Islands.

We were there for about a month while they were repairing the ship.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: We never saw too many civilians. It was just a small island, and we were busy all the time. We were bombing

a little island called Tut all the time we were on MugMug Island. It was just a dirt or rock landing airstrip.
I don't remember any civilians at all. When we were kamakazied in the Philippines, we saw some civilians
there, and we used to call them "gooks."

Q: Describe the kamikaze raids on your ship.
A: The first time wasn't too bad. The first two or three planes that came, I guess it soaked in that you didn't even

have a damn rock to throw at them, and all you could do is sit and watch them come in. It got pretty dang
scary. But we had a chief, the poor devil. He got so scared, and of course as a kid we couldn't understand
it. But he got so scared he was just shaking all over and was white as a ghost. He left and went down to the
armory and when they found him he was in a corner with parkas (big coats) piled on top of him. The way
they found him was they saw that pile of coats just a-shakin. He was the chief! When they caught him, they
put him on a Red Cross ship, and we heard that four days later that thing got hit. I don't know whatever
happened to him.

Q: What was the morale of your unit after those attacks?
A: It was fine as far as I know. Back then there was such fear instilled in you that there was no pro or con to it.

If you were told to do something, you did it. You either did it or else. You could tell everybody was more
scared the second time because they knew what to expect after the first attack.

Q: What kinds of things improved morale when it did get low?
A: We had a mail boat that would pull up, nothing regular or anything like that, but you had mail call every so

often. We'd sometimes get four or five letters at the same time. I know I got five letters from my fiance at one
time.

Q: Did you ever hear any radio broadcasts? What did you think of them?
A: We heard Tokyo Rose. She had a very seductive voice, but it was just a lot of propaganda. We just listened

to it to get a few laughs.

50th Anniversary 223



Q: Describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience.
A: It was just an adventure and a new experience the first time. I didn't mind it too bad. They would hit the

destroyers and announce over the bull horn that we were going over to try to help the destroyer. They were
doing a good job because there wasn't that many of them coming in, but they were just beating the dickens
out of them. And, "oh boy, let's get over there and see some more action," but that came to a screeching halt
very shortly when you saw some of those boats get hit.

Q: What exactly was your job on the ship?
A: I was in the air group. My buddy and I had two planes that we serviced (one was the commander's plane).

We had six five-inch rockets on each fighter. We'd load and arm them and take care of the six 50-caliber
machine guns. You'd always have to put new barrels in them, especially in the commander's gun because
he'd pull the trigger and didn't know when to let off of it, and he'd always burn up the barrels. You always
had to put new barrels on them. We kept our two planes serviced, and then we bore-sighted all the planes
so they could shoot straight with the site on the plane.

Q: What was your responsibility during an attack?
A: We didn't have any. The ship's crew took care of all the guns. The Marines were firing the 40mm "pom poms"

in series of two that were so powerful the barrel would recoil back and forth.

Q: How effective was the fire support your unit received from other combat arms, the air or naval gunfire?
A: Oh yeah. We had an anti-aircraft division on our starboard side, and there were two planes atone time coming

at us. It looked like that anti-aircraft cruiser just exploded. I'm telling you, you never saw the like of iron going
up in the air. It just seemed like they all fired at the same time. Those planes were just like they had run into
a brick wall. They just stopped - disintegrated.

Q: Did you personally experience or know of others killed or injured as a result of "friendly" fire?
A: Well, not for sure. They claim that the kamikaze that hit us in the Philippines was a P-38, but they never did

find out for sure if it was a captured plane (one that the Jap's had captured) and they had snuck it in on us,
or whether it was just one of our pilots that lost control and crashed into us. They never could prove it either
way. There wasn't enough of the plane left to investigate.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops (Germans, Italians, Japanese) as fighters?
A: It was instilled in our heads, just like it was to the Japs, I guess, that if you were captured, boy you've had it.

It might be better to do away with yourself because of what they might do to you if you were captured.

Q: How well-trained, well-led, and well-armed did they seem to be?
A: I think they were probably superior to us, but we just had them so outnumbered. We had more equipment

and were better armed than they were. They would do away with themselves to achieve something more than
the U.S. troops would.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VE Day?
A: We like to have gone crazy throwing our hats in the air and everything.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VJ Day?
A: Well, that was moreso yet.

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945, on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A: That was when we really celebrated.

Q: Has that opinion since changed? If so, how?
A: No! After we were kamakazied in the Ulithi Islands (I don't remember if it was over 100 or 200 that was killed),

your reaction to that is to kill all the Japs because they were killing us. "No quarter given, no quarter asked."
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Q: Your opinion hasn't changed since then?
A: Not a heck of a lot. I'd just as soon not see one on the street, and if I do, I'd just as soon he or I one would go

across. I know it's silly, but it's instilled in you.

Q: How was the morale and discipline of your unit after the end of hostilities?
A: The discipline was relaxed quite a bit, because after we got to Guam we didn't have a heck of a lot to do.

Q: How did the "point system" for demobilization affect your unit and you personally?
A: I don't remember exactly how it worked, but it seems like we had to have 21 points. I think you got 10 points

if you were married (and I wasn't at the time), and so many if you had children, something like half a point
for every month you were in and a little bit for being overseas. They added all these up, and when you had
enough they put you on a troop ship and sent you back. I was put on what they called the "kaiser coffin" which
was one of those little carriers. Boy that was a mess. Wall to wall soldiers and sailors.

Q: When you were shipped back to the states, where did you go?
A: San Francisco and stayed just long enough to muster out. Something like a week. From there, I can't

remember how we came back, maybe on a bus. We got $100 mustering out pay and $28 travel pay.

Q: What did you do after you were discharged?
A: I didn't do much for awhile. My fiance and I got married and ran a service station and my dad and I built a

house. I went on a training program that the government conjured up and worked for what they called
"rocking chair money" that paid $90 a month. Then when the dam got started, I hired on as a carpenter. The
government furnished my tools (part of the G.I. Bill).

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America and
Americans?

A: Well there was more patriotism than there is now or even before the war. I would say your feelings for your
country were stronger. But, again you were motivated by the politics and scare tactics they instilled in you
that you either do it or you don't. Back then if you messed up, even though it never happened to me, I could
really feel for some of them guys that were drummed out. I only saw it one time and that was in Norman,
Oklahoma. He got a dishonorable discharge, got stood up in front of all his buddies and they stripped all his
emblems off, his rank and everything. Then they had the drummers walk along behind him and marched
him all the way to the gate with the drums beating behind him. I can imagine how he felt when they kicked
him out the gate. I just saw it one time, and I can't remember what he did. But I hadn't been in three months
and it really made an impression on me.
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