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As we all know, World War II has affected the lives of everyone who lived through it, and those who lived
after it. Even today, fifty years after the event took place, it is being discussed in almost every college classroom
in the United States. Sometimes it is good for someone who did not live through the war, but now lives after it,
to take time out to discuss the war with one who actually fought in it.

Harry Combs, a decorated war veteran, served in the Second World War in the 398th Bomb Squadron in the

United States Air Corps. He was drafted in February 1943 in Houston, Texas, and was not discharged until
December 1945. While serving in the Air Corps, Harry was assigned as the morning report clerk over his and four
other squadrons. Every morning he would prepare the report for his squadron and review the reports of the four
other squadrons. It would seem like an easy job but it was definitely an important one, since five squadrons relied
on the information that Harry put out.

When Harry first learned that he was going overseas, he was very glad and a bit anxious. His trip to England
was a rough one. They experienced bad weather and severe thunderstorms. The trip usually lasted four days,
but for Harry and his crew it took ten days. He was stationed ten miles from Northhempstead in England. The
bunkers and runway were placed in the middle of a wheat field because the land was smooth enough and in a
somewhat secluded area.

My feelings and views of the war were not changed much after the interview with Mr. Combs, since he was
not able to give detailed descriptions of the war-just a simulated thought of what it might be like to fight on the
front lines. He did have a lot to say about being a morning report clerk, but he didn't see any action except maybe
in still photographs on a slide view in the designated Mess Hall. Even though he didn't have a lot to do with the
fighting part of the war, he had a lot to do with the planning that took place. Harry Combs did serve his country,
and I believe if he had to do it all over again, he would.
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