
VETERAN: EMERY L. MCCULLOUGH, JR.
HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: STAFF SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED By: MIsTY MORENO

When I interviewed Mr. McCullough about his experiences in World War II, he furnished me with many facts
about the war. I had never really been interested in wars as much as I am now and am grateful that he was able
to allow me this interview. I did learn a lot from the time we spent together.

Emery McCullough is an extraordinary man. The interesting facts he shared entertained me the whole time.
He has, in fact, learned from his experiences. He and his wife had no trouble sharing their memories with me.
I found them to be the nicest people I have met here in Baytown. I was hesitant at first to question Mr. McCullough,
but after awhile he asked me not to be shy. He felt comfortable talking about the war, and even though I can't say
that I know what he went through, I feel I learned a lot in a short time.

Q: When did you enlist in the Air Corps?
A: Let's see, I enlisted on September 11, 1940. It's actually pretty funny, because my dad signed for me.

Q: Where did you enlist?
A: Houston.

Q: How old were you?
A: Twenty.

Q: Where was your first destination?
A: It was San Antonio--Brooks AFB, that basic training was at. I started out as a cook. I figured I could just cook

for them--I didn't have to fight for them. But things changed after ten or eleven months as a cook. I thought
at least I'd get enough food to eat. After awhile we went to Ellington AFB to continue training and then we
went to Bellville, Illinois, where I went to radio school to become a radio operator.

Q: How did you like being a radio operator?
A: It was nothing huge, but not too long after we went back to Squadron School in Houston I was made

communications chief.

Q: Was training difficult?
A: Well, no, but the only thing was we weren't issued planes, just training planes. But the main planes that were

to be used included a C-47 and transport planes.

Q: When did you actually fly overseas?
A: It was in October of 1942 when we got the orders to fly overseas. We flew to a small refueling field on Canton

Island then to New Caldonia.

Q: Did you have any information about the country you were going to?
A: They didn't ever tell us where we were going. We were on secret orders because at the time the-Japanese had

everything over there and they didn't want our location getting around. But we were the first Air Force outfit
to come to the war.

Q: You mentioned your patch, the "Thirsty 13th." What did that mean?
A: Well, it was just a patch for our squad that meant we were drinkers.

Q: Was there a problem in your squad with alcohol?
A: No, just that we couldn't get enough!
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Q: Did you like and get along with people in your squad?
A: We got along to the extent that people get along. We had people who didn't get along with one another. Our

squadron had good relations, but our squadron was a well integrated unit. We got along good. Everybody
did their job, and once you got overseas there's not very much attention paid to rank, but rank is always
there--don't get me wrong.

Q: What were your thoughts when you first were aware of the Pearl Harbor attack?
A: I was in radio school at the time and I thought it was cowardly of them. Of course, I thought war was the

honorable thing to do, but they sneaked out there and the United States had it coming, and I think we learned
a lesson there that tells you you better stay ready and if you don't, you'll never survive.

Q: Did you have fun with your squad?
A: We had ball games, organized sports (mainly baseball or softball). You have to remember that when I was

overseas we were right at the start of going over there and there wasn't anything there at first and what we
had was what we brought with us. After we were over there about six or seven months, we had more athletic
equipment. We had one of the prettiest rivers to swim in there in New Caldonia I ever saw. The water came
out of the mountains and you could see all the way to the bottom. It was about four to five miles from camp
and we'd go down there to get drinking water.

Q: Did you ever fire any weapons?
A: You see, we were essentially a freight outfit. We carried troops and supplies. The only weapons we had were

machine guns and our own army rifles. We took the rifles out to the hills just to shoot them. The old rifles
were a bit heavy, but one time we went out to shoot them and I burned the barrel on mine.

Q: Did you every have trouble using your rifle?
A: Well, if they're heavy they don't kick so hard, but I just used mine for entertainment.

Q: Did you feel the weapons used on the enemy were adequate?
A: Our weapons were superior to the Japanese. You wouldn't believe the difference in the way, for instance, the

Japanese Zero compared to our P-40s and Navy planes. You could hit our planes and you wouldn't
necessarily knock them down out of the air, but you hit theirs and they'd come to pieces. Our equipment was
much better made than what they had. Now the Germans, they had better equipment than what everybody
else had. They had 88mm anti-aircraft guns, and it was one of the best guns ever made. But otherwise, our
equipment was as good or better than the equipment we were facing. Our bombers were better, our fighters,
our leaders, and our freight planes were all better.

Q: Were your squad leaders strict?
A: No. The leadership was about as good as you can expect. As always, leaders are people and there are good

ones and bad ones.

Q: Was there medical care available to you if needed?
A: Yes, we had what was called a flight surgeon because we were the only Air Force unit over there, so we took

a medical dispensary with us. When we got to New Caldonia there was a big hospital there. It was all tents
(nothing like "MASH") with a lot of doctors and nurses. But infections just almost won't heal over there under
the conditions we had, so we flew the injured to that hospital.

Q: Did you or your squad come into contact with the Japanese people?
A: The only Japanese I came into contact with happened when we were to fly back prisoners of war. They were

put in handcuffs and chained to the floor. There wasn't any trouble with them. The average Japanese is
probably 5'6" or 5'7" so they wouldn't have been so hard to deal with. The time we captured them and flew
into staging areas, they couldn't supply anything, so that's why they lost. So, the only prisoners I came into
contact with were the ones I flew back to the base station.
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Q: Did you sympathize with the prisoners you captured?
A: I didn't feel any sympathy for them. Why should I? I was sorry to be there myself, and I didn't have any

animosity for them, but I wasn't sympathetic to them because I knew if I was in their place that I got the
opportunity to escape, if I had to kill one or two of them (Japanese) that wouldn't have bothered me a bit.
That's something funny--I never was a fierce man. I remember two or three times I'd have to spend the night
in a foxhole and when you're in that position, they always issue a .45 and I always put that .45 right on my
stomach and lay back down in that foxhole and if anyone stuck their head down there, American or otherwise,
I would have blown it off. So, it don't hurt to protect yourself.

Q: Did you feel after the war was over and you came home that you were a stronger person?
A: Well, I'd come back a lot more mature. I don't know whether I was stronger or not.

Q: Did you know anyone personally who was injured or killed while you served?
A: We had fourteen planes and we lost one crew that we never did hear from who flew out and never came back,

and then we lost another plane that got lost and we finally found them.

Q: How do you relate World War I to your own experiences in World War II?
A: I guess I have the tendency to look behind things and I saw all that mud and blood and dirt and I didn't like

that idea about war. I was a fan of medieval warfare history and I could see them all out there with those
swords and horses, everybody cutting everybody and I always thought I was afraid I would be that peasant
that was trying to stop a horse with a spear and I never did like the idea of that.

Q: What was the total length of time you spent in the Corps?
A: Five years and two days.

Q: When you were in high school, did you have other plans for youself after high school?
A: I didn't make any plans for a further education because I was a Depression kid and we never had the money

for that sort of thing. I worked for awhile to help my dad out, then I enlisted. But education is a real important
thing; I know I would be lost without mine.

Q: What do you think of today's youth? Do you think they are as patriotic as you were when you joined the
Corps?

A: I think some of them are. The thing with modern youth is that they are influenced too much by the tube and
music, and I never had that influence my decision. I would definitely say it is different in a big way.

Q: Do you keep in touch with friends from your squad?
A: Incidentally, we have a squadron reunion every two years and we have another one coming up in August and

we enjoy everybody's old gray hair. I wouldn't take anything for my military service. I thought it was hell
on earth, but it's something that you do and I'm real proud of having done it, but I sure don't want another
five years!

Q: Does it bother you to discuss your experiences in World War II?
A: No, not at all. As a matter of fact, this interview is the most lever discussed it. But at our reunions my buddies

and I get together and recall our good times, so it doesn't both me at all.

Q: Why did you join the service?
A: I felt you should do your duty because when your country is in trouble you need to go help. Also, I read All's

Quiet On the Western Front and I didn't want any part of that trash warfare, and I didn't care for it that much.
But I was a patriotic man, willing to help my country.

Q: What did you did after you were discharged?
A: I went to work for Exxon.
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