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VETERAN: THOMAS CLAW)
HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: PLATOON SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED BY: DERYLE LOWERY

The person I chose for my interview is a WWII veteran who fought in the Pacific. I had specifically requested
someone who fought in Okinawa. I also wanted somebody who was in the special forces, but settled for a Marine
because none were to be found. The reason I wanted someone in the Pacific is because of my interest in oriental
culture, and Okinawa because of my interest in martial arts. Okinawa is the birthplace of Karate.

Q: Were you drafted or did you volunteer?
A: No, I was going to be drafted so I went up and volunteered.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes, I did.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I can remember very clearly. I had been married about six months. There was a real high mountain about

twenty miles away, and mywife and I had gone up there to cut a Christmas tree. We went through a few trees
before we finally got the one we wanted. I had a new 1941 Ford, but it didn't have a radio in it, so we didn't
hear about it until we got back into town.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: I went to San Diego. I had never had anything handed to me on a silver platter, so I made it as well as anybody

else did.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: I trained for Motor Transport, which I never did go into. There was only about thirty of us who had run heavy

equipment. They sent us down to Pine Valley and gave us about three weeks of training.

Q: Did you apply for Rangers, paratroops, or other voluntary additional training?
A: No.

Q: What were your opinions of the weapons and equipment you used in the service?
A: I feel they had better weapons for infantry than they do now. I think when Eisenhower switched from

30.06 to a 308, which is a softer caliber, he messed up. I liked the equipment as far as rations. I don't see how
they did as good as they did. The clothing didn't fit too well, but it was good clothing.

Q: Who were the "real" leaders - officers, noncoms, or enlisted men?
A: In that day and time, officers were on the front lines with you. You respected him and he was the leader until

he got hit.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: I wouldn't say it was harsh, but it was strict at all times. It was enforced; when you were told something, you

did it. In boot camp, you might say it was harsh there.

Q: Was there anyone you used as a role model during the war?
A: Sure, there was a Captain Williams that got shot on Saipan. He got his jaw shot up and teeth were exposed,

but he didn't want to go back for medical care then. They sent him back to the States. He retired about ten
years ago, a full colonel. My platoon sergeant when I first joined the company was like that. He was the first
man in the Pacific to set foot on enemy soil.
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Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: We left Tarawa and went back to Hawaii, and they took us on a bus tour of the island. One time they let us

have a day's leave at a small town called Honeycal where they had set up a few pool halls.

Q: Describe a typical day when your unit was committed to the front lines?
A: It was nothing but advance. You would advance until you hit a pocket of the enemy and try to work that out

as fast as you could, then move on unless a platoon beside you got held up. Then you would wait on them.
You would keep this up until dark and would stop in time to dig in.

Q: If you were wounded in action, recount the circumstances.
A: I was wounded at Tarawa. I was supposed to go in on the third wave and got ahead of the first wave. A

sergeant and I got separated from our platoon and were going from platoon to platoon trying to find our unit.
The second day, we heard our outfit was on the other side of the island. We made it over there and they sent
us back to present a resistance against enemy advance. The next morning, we tried to rejoin our platoon, and
I got shot in the leg and fell. Then a mortar hit and filled my side with shrapnel. They then loaded the
wounded in an Amtrak and took us back to the ship.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops as fighters?
A: We viewed them as cunning, well-trained and well-disciplined. They would give their life to take yours.

Q: Did you capture any enemy prisoners?
A: We took two or three. One I remember tried to take his own life. He tried to commit Harikari, but a guy in

my platoon shot him as he stabbed himself with his knife.

Q: What awards or decorations did you receive?
A: I got the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and a Presidential Citation.

Q: Were there many contradictions in what you saw over there and what the media was allowed to tell over here?
A: No, I don't recall anything like that.

Q: Describe the aftermath of the Atomic Bomb in Nagasaki.
A: Those people were completely surrendered. I went within 100 yards of the rim of where the bomb hit. Of

course, I realizenow that wasn'tvery smart. I saw what looked like 12-inch I-beams that looked like theywere
twisted and pulled apart.

Q: Do you think it was a good idea to drop the bomb?
A: Yes, I do. After I got over and saw the terrain and their preparations, we probably wouldn't have been able

to take Japan. I don't know how that war would have ever ended after seeing their readiness.

Q: Do you regret having had this experience?
A: No, I don't regret having it. I regret it had to happen because so many lost their lives. I think the experience

did me good. I wouldn't want anyone else to have to go through it.
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