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HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: TECHNICIAN, 5TH GRADE

INTERVIEWED By: JANA ROSSER

The World War II veteran I chose to interview was my grandfather, Charles West. I chose him because when
I was young he told me many stories about the war. He was under the command of Capt. Rankin in the 78th
Cavalry. He enlisted in the service at the age of 19.

Q: Why did you join the service?
A: I was drafted.

Q: At the time, did you feel that the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: Camp Butler, North Carolina.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: Auto mechanics--specializing in jeeps.

Q: Did your training prepare you for your service overseas?
A: Yes. I had to work on alot of jeeps.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: Camp Butler, North Carolina and Camp Picket, Virginia.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: Baseball and football mostly and sometimes basketball.

Q: Did you know of any instances of ethnic, racial, or religious discrimination?
A: None that I knew of.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: Good--that's what we were in the Army for.

Q: What information, if any, did the Army give you about the countries in which you served?
A: They told us about some of the customs of the country, such as which side of the road to drive on and what

foods not to eat.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action? If so, where, when, and against whom?
A: Germans at the Battle of Ruhr River, and the Battle of the Rhine at Remagan Bridge.

Q: Please describe a "typical" day when your unit was committed to the front line.
A: We'd drive down the road until the enemy was sighted and then we'd fight.
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Q: What did World War II teach you about Americans and America?
A: America and Americans are the best in the world. We have more freedom in living, speech, religion, and I

think the most loyal state in Texas. Best thing is we, as Americans, know how to pull together as one when
we need to.

I thoroughly enjoyed this interview with Mrs. Weiler. If only I could have brought those scrapbooks to share with
the class. It is true when they say a picture says a thousand words. The books were so old they had begun to fall
apart, but that made them even more meaningful to me. For as long as I live, I will never forget Mrs. Weiler. She
is an incredible lady and I hope she receives her time of recognition soon, because she deserves it!
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