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HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: TECHNICAL SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED By: JOHN CARUSO

I chose to do my interview with Mr. Grant because I wanted someone fun to talk to and who had played a
significant role in the war. Mr. Grant turned out to be exactly that and a little more. He is very proud of what he
accomplished in the war. You see, Mr. Grant was a technical sergeant, which meant he was in charge of keeping
the plane flying. He took very good care of his airplane; it flew 128 missions and completed them all. "Mama Lou"
was considered the best aircraft in the world because it had the most missions flown and the most completed. This
is a milestone to be very proud of.

We sat and talked for hours about the war and how his wife's life changed at home. She explained to me about
ration stamps. In those times, you could not buy something if you didn't have a stamp for it. This is why people
started growing their own food in what were called "Victory Gardens."

I learned a lot from this interview, but most importantly I have gained a friend. There is one more thing about
Mr. Grant I want to say, and that is that he loves and believes in the children of today. He says that there is no
such thing as a bad child and believes that we should share all that we can with them because they are our
tomorrow.

Q: Date and place of enlistment?
A: May 12, 1942 (age 21); Houston, Texas.

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all?
A: Grocery clerk. Helped me understand life, but didn't help me otherwise because I worked on airplanes.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: Because there was a war.

Q: Describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved.
A: I registered then got released so I could enlist and be able to go where I wanted to.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes. Necessary because Germany was marching across Europe.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I was working nights, so I slept during the day. While I was asleep one day, my cousin came in and woke me

up to tell me about the bombing.

Q: What was your reaction to that attack?
A: The Japanese should not have done it.

Q: Please recount your leave-taking from freinds and family.
A: We had already discussed it and were prepared.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: Shepherd Air Force Base, Wichita Falls, Texas.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Trained for going overseas so we moved around a lot.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: I felt they were needed and excellent for their time, but very dangerous to handle.
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Q: Were they reliable?
A: Yes, crude, but reliable.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: Everything was sufficient.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: Good. It had to be good.

Q: Describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership?
A: I didn't get along with my superior officer, but when two thousand new recruits were sent over, my chief was

a good enough leader to overlook our differences so that he and I could help the new recruits to speed things
up.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: Site-seeing in London, France, Scotland; going to movies and restaurants. We could do just about anything

we wanted.

Q: What, if any, materials did you read in your leisure time?
A: There wasn't much leisure time.

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit? If so, how were the beverages obtained?
A: Yes, but it didn't hinder objectives. We went to pubs.

Q: Was there much gambling? If so, what types?
A: Quite a bit; dice and cards mainly.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: I can't remember the name of it, but it was a German love song.

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: None. The service was segregated.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: I assumed I was going and hated to leave my family, but I was prepared.

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination?
A: After we arrived.

Q: What difficulties, if any, did your unit experience in getting ready to move overseas?
A: We practiced moving so there weren't any difficulties.

Q: Please identify your port of embarkation.
A: Staton Island, New York.

Q: Please identify your port of arrival.
A: Scotland.

Q: What information, if any, did the Air Corps give you about the countries in which you served?
A: We were given a French/English dictionary. We were told how the people were being treated and to help

the civilians as much as we could.

Q: How, if at all, did your views change?
A: My view of the English changed after I saw they were going all out for each other.

World War II Veteran Interviews156



V. S. 4RNmi 49R Gopp

Q: Was there much fraternizing with local women?
A: Yes.

Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: Overall, morale was high because the troops got mail pretty regularly.

Q: What did you think of wartime newspaper, magazine or radio coverage of the war and of your unit?
A: Good coverage, but it wasn't complete because we couldn't tell all that was happening to the reporters.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VE Day?
A: There was celebrating all over France. Everyone relaxed and took off on passes.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VJ Day?
A: Everyone was happy, especially me because I got discharged and came home to see my family.

Q: Describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use.
A: None. I was in Europe until 25 days before its use.

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945, on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A: I was glad they used it, because I was ready for the war to be over.

Q: Has that opinion since changed?
A: No.

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive?
A: A Presidential Unit Citation, Bronze Star with Oakleaf Cluster (which is two Bronze Stars).

Q: Why did you leave the service?
A: Because the war was over.

Q: Please provide your date and place of discharge.
A: September 3, 1945, at Port Sam Houston San Antonio, Texas.

Q: What did you do after you were discharged?
A: I came home and went to work for Humble Oil Company.

Q: Describe the ease or difficulty with which you readapted to civilian life and the influence your overall military
experience had on that readjustment.

A: It was rough because of the regimen in the Air Force. I had to try to learn how to relax all over again and try
not to come unglued every time a siren went off.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America and
Americans?

A: Given any circumstances, Americans can overcome them. We can do anything we put our mind to.
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