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INTERVIEWED By: CHRIS BASS

The war veteran that I chose to interview was my grandfather, James Burch. I chose him because he has
always been someone that I admired greatly. Ever since my brothers and I were young children, he has told us
stories about when he was in the war. Because of this, I knew that he would enjoy doing this interview for me.
At first when this assignment was given to us, I thought that it was something I really did not want to do. After
the assignmentwas finished, I loved it because I got to talk to my grandfather and find out things that I never knew.

I really got alot out of this assignment. Along with learning about my grandfather, I got to learn alot more

about World War II in general. I learned things that are not in history books. I learned things that you can only
get straight from the mouth of someone that has actually been there. I also got the chance, whether he realized
it or not, to find out more about what kind of man my grandfather really is. When this interview started, I had
a great deal of admiration for my grandfather. Now that it is over, it is even stronger.

My grandfather enlisted on January 4,1941, to "serve his country." The first time he heard about Pearl Harbor
he and a couple of friends were sitting around talking. Then another friend of theirs came in and yelled, "The Japs
bombed Pearl Harbor." He said that his heart jumped into his throat because he knew they were at war. Being
in the war was most definitely a change in his life from before he enlisted. He was a farmer and now he was about
to go off to war.

His training took place at Camp Maxi in Paris, Texas. He was trained as an airplane pilot to fly the P-47
Thunderbolt. He said that it took alot of training and hard work to become a pilot, but it was well worth it due
to his love for flying.

The only weapon that he really dealt with was his airplane. He said his plane was very reliable due to the
excellent mechanic that kept his plane in top notch condition. I also thought it was pretty neat that my
grandfather's plane was named after my grandmother, who was waiting for him back home.

The morale in his unit was, for the most part, very high. Of course there was a little bit of homesickness in
everyone but they knew they had a job to do and they were intent on doing it the best they could. Combat, of
course, did have its effects on the morale of the unit. If one of their buddies got shot down or they did not
accomplish the goals of their mission, the morale went down a bit. When they did accomplish what they set out
to do on a mission, it was most definitely a morale booster. Morale and discipline had alot in common. Their
morale was generally so high that they had great self discipline. This made the discipline in his unit strict but very
fair.

Some forms of off-duty recreation were playing cards and dominoes, listening to the radio, or as he put it, "just
sitting around shooting the bull." The radio was very important to them. They all loved to listen to the "Tokyo
Rose." They did not really know how this lady knew so much, but they did not really care because she gave them
such important information. His unit also loved listening to the music on the radio. He said that there was alot
of good music on the radio, but his favorite was the patriotic music due to being in the war.

My grandfather explained to me that when he was going overseas he was both nervous and excited at the
same time. He said the reason he was nervous was because he knew that he might lose a friend or even his own
life. He was excited because he was finally going to get the chance to fly in the war. He said he had been looking
forward to the chance to get to fly in real combat for a long time.

My grandfather told me that late in the war, they heard something about a bomb that we were going to drop
on Japan that would end the war. He said that they talked about it like it was a huge and devastating bomb, but
he had no idea just how huge and devastating it would be. He and his friends knew nothing about nuclear
weapons and how much destruction they were capable of.

After the war, my grandfather had many expectations of civilian life. He knew that he did not want to farm
the rest of his life. He also knew he needed a job to support his wonderful wife and the family they were looking
forward to having together. When he finally got home, he got a job with the Corps of Engineers. He said that he
got the job due to his time in the military and his military training. The Corps of Engineers was a good job for him.
It was something he enjoyed doing. This was his career until the age of 70 when he retired to kick back and enjoy
life with his wife, children, and grandchildren, all of which he truly loves.
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The last question I asked my grandfather was the one about sharing his wartime experiences. He told me that,
of course, all the guys in his unit were comfortable telling each other their wartime stories. They would sit around
and swap stories quite often. After the war, the person he felt most comfortable telling his wartime stories to was
his wife, Geneva. He said that she loved hearing stories about when he was in the war. She was a great listener,
and she really cared about what he was telling her. He then told me how much he enjoyed doing this interview.
He said that he enjoyed talking about his experiences with me and it was very special to him that I picked him
to interview. When he told me that, I was very happy that this interview was assigned. It meant just as much to
me as it did to him.
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