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The name is Charles Swick, also known as "Glen." This may seem to the rest of the world as just another name,
but to me it isn't. It's the name of one of the bravest and most courageous men I know. The reason I say this is
because of the way he talked about his near death experiences. Mr. Swick displayed such a nonchalant attitude
about nearly getting killed, it was almost funny.

The story begins with a young, patriotic man working in a refinery in Baytown, Texas. The plant was
called Humble Oil and Refinery, now named Exxon Chemical Plant. One night while Mr. Swick was working the
graveyard shift at the plant, he heard about the attack on Pearl Harbor. This news sparked a flame in his soul.
He immediately joined the armed forces to help protect and defend his country in her time of need. He enlisted
in the Army-Air Corps in 1942 and served a three-year tour of duty, during which he reached the rank of Staff
Sergeant.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I joined for patriotic reasons. I was mad about Pearl Harbor. They (the Japanese) should not have done that.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: Ellington Field, Texas.

Q: In what specialty areas were you trained?
A: I trained as an airplane mechanic (also known as an aerial engineer).

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: For that time, they were the best. Compared to the weapons of today, they would not stand a chance.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action. If so, where and against whom?
A: Our unit was told to destroy all Japanese ships in Manila Bay.

Q: Please describe your "Baptism of Fire."
A: It was the first time I was shot down. It happened over the water of Manila Bay when we got fired on by a

"tin can."

Q: If you were ever wounded in action, please recount the experience.
A: I got shot at many times and nearly drowned, but I never got hit. I did come down with tropical malaria,

though.

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945 on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A: I had known about the bomb for a long time. I wondered what took so long.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life after the war?
A: I planned to return to the refinery.

Q: Did you join the National Guard or organized reserves after the war?
A: I joined the Civil Air Patrol in 1954 and was group commander until 1980.

World War II Veteran Interviews178


