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VETERAN: ROBERT P. MORRIS

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: STAFF SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED By: RANDY BURKE

I chose to interview a prisoner of war because I always had a curiosity about how American P.O.W.'s were
treated by other nations during war times. After questioning Mr. Morris about his experiences as a prisoner of
war in Poland during World War II, I have not only satisfied some of my curiosity, but I have also discovered
other interesting facts I would not have known otherwise.

Q: When did you enlist?
A: I was drafted in December of 1942.

Q: How old were you?
A: I was 18.

Q: How long did you serve?
A: I served from December of 1942 until November 4, 1945.

Q: What was your previous occupation?
A: I worked at a cleaning and pressing shop called R. M. Minter on Minnesota Street in Baytown.

Q: Where did you live at the time?
A: I lived in what used to be called Pelly.

Q: Was your previous occupation useful to you while you were in the Air Force?
A: No.

Q: At the time, did you agree with the 1940 draft?
A: Yes, I felt it was necessary.

Q: Please describe the circumstances in which you first heard about the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I probably heard it on the radio at home. I was just as shocked as everyone else.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: I took basic training at Ft. Sam Houston in San Antonio. From there I went to Shepherd Field in Wichita Falls,

Texas. I was there for four months. I then went to Buckley Field in Denver, Colorado. There I took armament
training. Six months later, I was in Ft. Myers, Florida. I was in aerial gunnery school for about six months.
We took a short leave and had to meet in Wyndover, Utah. There I was teamed up with nine other men to
make a crew of ten men. We were given a brand new B24 bomber, and we set out for Italy.

Q: Did you receive any special training once you were overseas?
A: My crew was split up, and we all flew with experienced bombers before being sent out on our own.

Q: Why did you fight?
A: I felt it was the thing to do. Most everyone was gung-ho at first. See, after fifty missions you got sent home.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used?

A: We had ten .50 calibre machine guns on the plane with us. I felt they were pretty good.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: It was fair. I didn't think it was necessary to be strict.
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Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were there?
A: The usual--basketball, football, softball, and visiting the small villages nearby.

Q: Was there any racial, ethnic, or religious discrimination at all?
A: No, I didn't see any. However, there were no blacks in gunnery school and no blacks in my barracks. There

were a few black pilots though.

Q: Were you wounded in action?
A: No, not when we were shot down. We lost five men and the other five men were captured.

Q: Were you ever attached to an allied command?
A: No, not that I know of.

Q: Were you a prisoner of war? If so, when and where were you captured?
A: Yes, I was captured in April of 1944. We were on our tenth mission to Weiner Neustadt in Austria to bomb

a ball-bearing factory when we were shot down. The five that survived were captured within twenty-four
hours. We weren't mistreated at all. Our biggest worry was boredom and hunger. We didn't have any rations
with us. We were in a camp in northeast Poland near the Baltic Sea. In mid-February of 1945, we were
evacuated from the camp because the Russians were pressing from the East. For the next two months we saw
almost every inch of Germany. We would walk all day and at night we would sleep in barns or sometimes
in open fields. In April of 1945 a British tank outfit liberated the camp in Brussels, Belgium. I spent a month
in the hospital before I went home. I lost fifty pounds in that camp.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops?
A: The fighter pilots and anit-aircraft crews were pretty good.

Q: How did the Americans treat local civilians?
A: The American troops were big-hearted. They treated them great.

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive?
A: I received very few. I didn't get my aid medal because I didn't complete my tenth mission. I did receive a

P.O.W. medal.

Q: Please describe your welcome home.
A: We left France by boat and arrived in Boston harbor. There were lots of people waiting and cheering at the

docks. We were taken to Ft. Miles-Standish for one night. I was put on a trooptrain back to San Antonio to
Ft. Sam Houston. I was home for one month and left again for Santa Monica, California, for about two or three
weeks. Was sent back to Ellington Field on September 12, 1945. 1 married Betty on September 15, 1945, and
was discharged on November 4, 1945.

Q: What does the G.I. Bill mean to you?
A: I took advantage of it to buy a house. I didn't go to school.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life?
A: I thought being a veteran would help get me a better job.

Q: What did World War II teach you, if anything, about America or Americans?
A: I believe in the flag. I feel World War II made America like it ought to be. We pulled together for one common

purpose--to defeat Germany and then take Japan.

Q: Do you feel America's role in World War II was necessary?
A: Definitely! There's no telling what would have happened if America hadn't gotten into the war.
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