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VETERAN: SERENA TRAINER SIVERLING

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: 2ND LIEUTENANT (NURSE CORPS)
INTERVIEWED BY: MOLLY BOWEN

My interview with Ms. Serena Trainer Siverling was great! This "required" history was so much fun. Ms.
Siverling and I didn't have a strictly quesion and answer interview. Her attitude as well as her answers remained
on a very personal level throughout our time together. Ms. Siverling seemed as interested in me and my future
as I was in her and her past.

Ms. Siverling was not able to be real specific with the technical details of her tour in the Army, but her
memories were vivid in remembering her thoughts and emotions of the time. Ms. Siverling did answer the
questions she was asked, but she also went one step further and allowed me to understand and feel the era as well
as I could. I was allowed the privilege of viewing her personal scrapbook and photo album. I was allowed to read
"love" letters given to her from prisoners of war and "our boys" she cared for while on her tour in England.

Ms. Siverling is such a unique and beautiful lady. I learned more than just facts and figures in the few hours
I spent with her. I only hope Ms. Siverling had as much fun with the interview as I did.

Army Nurse Corps
130th Station Hospital
Brook General Hospital, San Antonio, TX (American tour)
Wroughton Station Hospital, England
October 26, 1942-March 16, 1944
Age at enlistment: 21

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I decided to join the Army after the attack on Pearl Harbor and the declaration of war. I joined mainly because

my friends were joining and that is where all the boys were.

Q: How useful, if at all, was your previous occupation?
A: I worked as an industrial nurse before I was allowed to take the state exam. This was not especially useful

because this was what I was trained to do.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes! The 1940 draft was fair and definitely necessary.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor?
A: I was working at a hospital in San Angelo when the attack on Pearl Harbor was broadcasted over the radio.

Q: What was your reaction to the attack?
A: At first I didn't realize it would affect us, then when I heard the declaration of war, it sent cold chills through

my body. That was when I decided to join the Army.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: I was sent to Fort Sam Houston, but I didn't receive any formal military training.

Q: In what specialities were you trained?
A: I mainly worked with disability patients, but I did not necessarily have a specialty.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: I felt they were good at the time. We lived in "quanset huts" which housed eight nurses.
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Q: Please describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership.
A: I cannot remember a specific instance, but there was one young officer who was our supervisor; she just wasn't

compatible with the nurses. We all did as she told us, but most of the time we sure didn't like it!

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: My friends and I bought bicycles once we were in England and toured all across the countryside. We also

went to pubs in town quite abit. We did alot of drinking and partying as all young kids do I guess.

Q: Was drinking or drug use a problem in your unit? If so, how were the drugs or beverages obtained?
A: We did our drinking and so forth on our time off, but I wouldn't say there was any problem so to speak with

alcohol. Drugs were not even heard of back then.

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial, or religious discrimination?
A: There were no blacks in our unit, but the patients were not segregated. French, Italian, and POW's all laid side

by side. In the U.S., however, blacks were segregated. They had their own hospital behind the main building.
We called that the "colored annex."

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: I was glad, but I didn't know where I was going. I told my mother that if I went to England I would ask about

Mrs. Wilson's (our neighbor) chickens. That way, my mother could rest easy.

Q: At what point in your movement did you learn your real destination?
A: I found out on the ship the day before we got there.

Q: What information, if any, did the Army give you about the countries in which you served?
A: Well, before we got there, the doctor in charge gave us a list of do's and dont's, and he talked down the English.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: My friends and I would spend our weekends with civilians (native) as we bicycled around the countryside.

There are three of us that served together that still keep in touch. We meet every year in San Atnonio for a
reunion.

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945 on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A: I was glad they did it. I was young and ready for the war to be over.

Q: Has that opinion changed since? If so, how?
A: Yes! I wouldn't want it used in war ever again.

Q: Please describe your welcome home.
A: Oh, I was so happy! I was married (the Army didn't know it) and had found out that I was pregnant! My

husband picked me up in New York. I can't remember the name of the building, but there were cots for us
to sleep on. He was from Mississippi, and he threw a fit when he came to get me and found a black lady in
the cot next to me.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences? Why?
A: I feel the most comfortable discussing wartime with the two ladies with whom I still meet, because they were

there with me and we share many of the same memories.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America or
Americans?

A: I was never prouder to be an American, and I held that in very high regard!
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