
VETERAN: FOUNT WOODSONKELLEY

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: Smp's COOK, 3RD CLASS

INTERVIEWED By: GREGORY CREEL

Being a part of something like this was a great and enjoyable experience. I was privileged to be able to talk
to someone I already knew and enjoyed talking to, but until I had picked him I didn't know that he had even served
in the military, much less that he served during World War II. I've known Mr. Kelley for a little over 10 years. He
and I have attended the same church for 10 years, where he has faithfully served since his retirement from Exxon.
He and his wife were very gracious in opening up their home and allowing me to ask Mr. Kelley the questions
that follow. I came away with a great deal of information about historical events.

General Information:
Enlistment Date: August 18, 1944
Age: 24
Length of Service: 2 years
Enlistment Place: Houston, TX
Commanded By: Lt. Senior Grade Jack Cook
Served On: USS Oneyanna (YTB 262)
Where: American Camp Asiatic Pacific Area, Pearl Harbor

Q: Previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the Navy, if at all?
A: I worked in the shipyard as a shipfitter-carpenter. It was a little helpful in that it helped me know the different

parts of the ship. But not much, since I was a cook.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I was drafted, although I had applied twice but turned down due to health reasons.

Q: At the time did you feel that the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes, I thought it was fair, except for those who dodged by either hiding out (claiming such things as health

reasons) or even those who were wealthy enough to pay their way out of having to serve.

Q: What did you feel later about wartime draft policies?
A: Thought that it was much needed and fair.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I was walking home from work when I heard it from people walking by that were listening to it on the radio.

Q: What was your reaction to the attack?
A: I thought it was very sneaky, but also saw it as a bandwagon for people to go and join the service.

Q: What were your initial reactions and feelings from your leave-taking from family and friends and joining the
military?

A: At first I was saddened, but also glad that I was getting a chance to finally serve my country after
unsuccessfully trying to get in twice on my own.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: San Diego, California.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: I received regular basic training and took a series of tests to determine where and what schools I would go

into.
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Q: What further training, if any, did you receive overseas?
A: None. I stayed on the tug and helped the cook with mess cooking, which I took over after the cook left to go

to another ship.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: I was fascinated with the weapons, but didn't have to use any since the tug was only used to fight fires and

pull other ships.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: I thought the equipment and clothing were good, but when it came to the food and rationing, I was very

biased. Since I was the cook I thought the food and rationing were excellent. We always had plenty of food.

Q: How responsive were the supply services to your unit?
A: They were absolutely great. They responded very reasonably to our unit when we needed something.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the Navy?
A: It was very good. All the officers were very qualified and were very knowledgeable about what was

happening.

Q: Describe instances of particularly bad or good leadership.
A: Once a captain went out and got stone-cold drunk and came back ranting and shouting, and the next morning

jumped all over someone else who had done the exact same thing he had done.

Q: Who were the real leaders--officers, noncoms or enlisted men?
A: Officers were the true leaders. They had complete control--what they said, you did or else.

Q: What did you think about discipline at the time?
A: We didn't have much discipline. There were only 15 men on the ship and all 15 were treated the same.

Q: Please recount any particular punishment for breaches of discipline.
A: Different jobs or chores were done by those being punished. We also lost ranking positions if we were

disciplined for a breach of the rules.

Q: What did you think of military courts?
A: I thought they were very fair--they were called a Captain's Mast. Most of the time, punishment given was

a lower ranking.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: Movies every night, shooting pool was popular, going into town (Honolulu), and playing cards. But also

listening to the raido, writing a letter home, and reading magazines.

Q: What, if any, materials did you read during your leisure time?
A: Magazines mostly. Life Magazine was the most popular to read on the tug.

Q: How did you and your comrades treat the civilians in e U.S.?
A: We treated them just like everybody else, no friction or fighting ever happened.

Q: How adequate was medical care?
A: Alright. The only time I needed much medical care was when I had to have my wisdom tooth pulled. I stayed

in the hospital for 2 weeks and received very good care while there.

Q: For what did sailors use their pay?
A: Most blew it on drinking and gambling, but some used it for necessities and also money was sent home to

their families. We received $76.00 a month.
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Q: Was drinking a major problem in your unit?
A: It was a big problem, but not a very major one. Few were heavy drinkers, but there were some who drank

alot.

Q: Was there gambling?
A: Yes, many forms--poker, other card games, and throwing dice were the major types.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: "Paper Moon" was the biggest. It was always being played on the one radio station in Honolulu.

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular?
A: Scuttlebut (rumor) and Salty (a long time sailor).

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial, or religious discrimination?
A: None whatsoever. There was only one Mexican, one Filipino, but they were treated just like all the other men

aboard the tug.

Q: When you first learned you were going overseas, what was your reaction?
A: A funny feeling, wondering if I would ever see America again.

Q: At what point in your movement did you learn your real destination?
A: When we landed is when I found out, December 7, 1944.

Q: Did you know or observe any newspaper or radio war correspondents?
A: The Honolulu Advertiser and Stars and Stripes were the only two forms besides the one radio station in

Honolulu.

Q: What did you think about them?
A: I thought they were very good, although the one in Honolulu had little information concerning the war, but

the Stars and Stripes was a good magazine to read to be able to keep up with the war.

Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: General homesickness and just little things as not knowing of whatwas going on back in the U.S. caused some

men's morale to be low.

Q: What factor did combat have on your unit's morale?
A: We were not around the war zone.

Q: What factors helped morale?
A: Mail from home and other men helping each other were ways morale was restored.

Q: What factors contributed to a decline in morale?
A: Getting to see other men getting to go back home and the rest of us having to stay was one of the biggest

reasons.

Q: How did you and your unit regard enemy troops?
A: I didn't know much about them.

Q: What was your reaction and that of your unit to VJ Day?
A: We shot flares and blew whistles all night long. A very moving and exciting experience.

Q: Please describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb.
A: None whatsoever! It was kept highly secret.
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Q: What was your opinion in August 1945 on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A: I thought it shortened the war, which probably in the end saved many lives.

Q: Has your opinion changed since then?
A: No, I still think if it was necessary or needed today, it should be used.

Q: How did the point system for "demobilization" affect your unit and you personally?
A: We had to have a certain amount of points to enable you to able to get out. Since we weren't around the war

zone, it took us longer to stack up points. I couldn't leave until another cook was found to replace me.

Q: Was the point system fair?
A: I thought it was the fairest way of going about it. It rewarded those who had worked the hardest trying to

gain those points.

Q: What medals did you receive?
A: Good Conduct Medal.

Q: Please describe your welcome home to the U.S.
A: It was 6 months after the war. There were 2 women there and one gave me donuts and the other gave me a

pint of milk.

Q: How long did you remain in the service after the hostilities ended?
A: Six months.

Q: Why did you decide to leave the service?
A: Because I had a wife and a son, so I came home, but now I wish I had stayed in longer.

Q: When and where were your discharged?
A: April 14, 1946 in Hitchcock, Texas.

Q: What did you do after you were discharged?
A: I worked at Tax Auto Suppy, then for a boat company until 1952 when I went to work for Humble Refinery.

Q: What were your experiences of civilian life after leaving the service?
A: Life was very hard. I wished I had stayed on the tug.

Q: Who do you feel most comfortable talking about your wartime experiences?
A: I don't really ever talk about it alot. Sometimes with other men who I served with, if I do.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America or
Americans?

A: It taught us not to take other countries for granted and that if people pulled together, things can be
accomplished.

Q: Would you do it all over again if you had to?
A: Yes! I would probably stay in longer if I had to chance to do it all again.

Q: Did you think the overall experience was good or bad for you?
A: I think the experience was very good for me. It taught me many different things.

Q: Do you cook any more?
A: No, my wife does all the cooking except for pancakes. I still cook those.
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