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VETERAN: HERMAN FELT HART

INTERVIEWED By: ANGIE TROUTMAN

Herman Felts Hart, my grandfather, had a short but interesting service time during World War II. From his
experience of war, he got a chance to see what being an American was all about. He upheld the patriotic feeling
that one should be willing to die for his country. After struggling emotionally over the loss of a relative in war,
Mr. Hart had to go in. Following the war, he felt thankful to be an American and to live in such a strong nation.

Mr. Hart had graduated from high school in 1936 and lived in Arkansas. He had lived in Rosston, Arkansas,
but had come down to Beaumont to work for the government run War Emergency Pipeline Company. Mr. Hart
registered for the draft in Nevada County, Arkansas, but the national draft papers were sent to the state of Nevada.
If the papers were not returned within thrity days, he would have no choice but to be drafted. The papers were
never received, and after thirty days he, one of the last men left in his county, was drafted from Nevada County.
He always felt the draft was as fair as it could be except for the mistake made with his papers. The World War
II draft was necessary and effective, but when Vietnam came, there was too much fooling around and lives were
lost.

He heard the terrible news of the bombing of Pearl Harbor on the car radio as he was on his way to visit his
parents, and he reacted with great sadness.

Mr. Hart enlisted at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, on October 20,1944, at the age of twenty-eight. He was lucky
in that he was not far from his family (wife and two daughters), and was able to see them while in basic training
at Camp Robinson where he trained as a sharpshooter-rifleman. Some of his friends tried to persuade him to be
a paratrooper, but he did not want to. His basic training was all the preparation he had for war.

After basic training Mr. Hart was reluctant about going to war because of the death of his brother-in-law,
Howard Dillard on Christmas Day 1944. Howard was in the infantry on the front line (called the "Belgium Bulge")
in Belgium and was killed as the Germans broke through the lines. In April my grandfather went off to war. It
was very stressful and hard on the family.

Following basic training, Mr. Hart was informed he would be going somewhere in Germany. He was given
no information about the countries he was going to--only that he would be a replacement in a unit that had been
active on the front lines. He left Camp Robinson and went to Maryland then to New York for embarkation. After
traveling by ship, he reached Scotland and from there took a train to London, England. From England, he traveled
to his port of arrival, Lavre, France. From there, he traveled by train to a camp in Belgium, about 50 to 75 miles
from Berlin.

Once in Germany, the war had almost ended. His first impression was terrible; he saw a devastated Germany,
trashed and bombed. There were craters where Germans had once fought. The conditions of and for the civilians
were sad and pitiful. The soldiers in his new unit welcomed him kindly. He saw much home sickness among
the men in his unit, and the veterans were joyful that the war was almost over. They all wanted to leave as soon
as possible.

Once overseas, Mr. Hart felt the clothing was adequate and responsive to the climate. He felt the weapons
being used were definitely sufficient and the equipment was good. The food was "edible." He was usually issued
"B" rations, which weren't too bad. There was usually a doctor not too far from his unit, so medical care was
adequate, and his unit remained healthy throughout their time there.

Mr. Hart never had any experience with bad leadership, and it was apparent that the officers were in charge.
He remembers that some of the officers overseas were strict, while others were not. Discipline during basic
training was strict, while overseas it was a "different world." While in France, a soldier went AWOL. After he
was captured, he was forced to mark off a 20x40 foot square and for many evenings had to march with a heavy
backpack for long periods of time. Also while in France, a "hotheaded" soldier got upset at another soldier. While
they were in line to eat, the "hot head" hit the old soldier over the head with his kit (containing his fork, spoon,
knife, etc.). He also recalled that a German POW killed a New York soldier's puppy that he had gotten in France.
The soldier made the POW dig a 4x6 grave for the puppy, but was eventually stopped by superior officers. There
were some French POW's who tried to steal from the unit.

Hart worked alongside German POWs, many of whom were very intelligent. The POWs did their work
effectively, and were thankful to the Americans for anything, though they sometimes scraped the garbage cans
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to find food. One specific incident he remembers regarding a German POW was when Hart was wearing his
masonic ring. The German POW saw it and recognized what it was and what it stood for and told my grandfather,
through the little English he knew, that Hitler had wiped out the Masons and other organizations in their country.

One form of entertainment was USO shows, and he recalls seeing Bob Hope once. During leisure time, he
read letters from back home and also Stars and Stripes, the army publication. The paper contained news on
different areas of the war. Also for recreation, there were softball games, card playing, and snow skiing. Many
soldiers used their pay to make trips to Switzerland to ski and buywatches, then selling them on the black market.
Some soldiers went to Paris and bought souvenirs with the money to send back home. By the end of the war,
people had little money left. Some had used it for drinking, although that was never a problem in his unit but had
seen others where it was.

My grandfather attended church services, headed by a chaplain, that were held every Sunday while overseas.
He and other soldiers in his platoon often got together and prayed for each other, the countries, and the whole
situation.

No rumors of the Atomic Bomb ever reached them before it was used. He felt it was a terrible device to use
on innocent people, but after what they had done at Pearl Harbor, that was needed. It definitely worked in
stopping the war.

Felts was in Germany on VE Day. Everyone was thrilled and excited that the war was finally coming to an
end. He was in Paris, about three months later when VJ Day was declared and a big celebration was held in Paris
that night.

Upon returning to the United States, the first thing he saw was the Statue of Liberty. He came in at night with
a French band, so there was no celebration crowd waiting for them. Mr. Hart received the Bronze Star and EPO
for serving in the war. Some close friends tried to talk him into becoming a reserve, but he didn't want to.

Felts Hart was discharged at Ft. Leonard Wood in St. Louis. After that, he returned to Roston, Arkansas,
where he later joined the Veterans of Foreign Wars Association (VFW). He terminated his membership after six
to eight months because he didn't agree with their activities.

I really enjoyed the interview with my grandfather and was glad to have the opportunity to see what he went
through before, during, and after the war. I know it was really hard on the family when he had to enter the war
so soon after the death of his brother-in-law. Last Thanksgiving, I was able to read and go through some old letters
and personal items that belong to Howard's wife--my great-grandmother. Some of my great-uncle's friends who
had seen him die had written the circumstances down and sent them to my family. The letters were personal and
very descriptive. One man wrote every detail of the explosion that killed him. I also found papers the government
sent informing my family that Howard had died, and I also looked through a book containing a picture and
summaryofeverymanwhohad beenkilled inWorld WarIIfromArkansas. I talked with mygrandmotherabout
the war and circumstances and she began to cry. When my grandfather had to go to war, the family had to go
through more heartache, disappointment, and months of worry.
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