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VETERAN: LEWIS D. MCANALL

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: COXSWAIN, UNDERWATER DEMOLITION TEAM

INTERVIEWED BY: RAy SILVA

On the third day of November, 1991,I interviewed Mr. McAnall. He was part of the UDT 11, which is now
considered the Navy Seals.

Q. Enlistment date?
A. February 14, 1944.

Q. Age?
A. 17.

Q. Length of service?
A. Two and one-half years.

Q. Place of enlistment?
A. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Q. How was the Navy useful to you?
A. It gave me a chance for a higher education.

Q. How and why did you join the service?
A. To serve my country, and to avoid being drafted into the Army.

Q. At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A. Yes.

Q. Where did you train as a recruit?
A. Bainbridge, Maryland.

Q. What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A. They were the best.

Q. What about your equipment, clothing, etc.?
A. Also the best.

Q. What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A. Baseball, swimming, tag football, and pool.

Q. Was drinking a problem in your unit?
A. No, never!

Q. What songs were popular during your military service?
A. "Always," "White Cliffs of Dover," "I'll Get By," "Ampala," "Who Wouldn't Love You," "As Time Goes By."

Q. When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?

A. As with all of our team, we were tired of training, and was ready to fight.

Q. At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination?

A. After leaving the West Coast of the U.S.
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Q. How did you get along with civilians overseas?
A. Very well, during the whole duration.

Q. How was the morale of your unit?
A. Very good, but everyone had homesickness.

Q. What effect did combat have on morale?
A. It gave me and my unit a boost.

Q. What factors helped improve morale?
A. Letters from home.

Q. Describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience.
A. I always thought that it would be very hard, but when shot at, everything changed.

Q. Describe a "typical" day when your unit was committed to the front lines.
A. Most of our time was spent in the water, sometimes never even seeing the enemy.

Q. Did you ever participate in cooperatve operations with a sister service?
A. We always worked with the Army and Marines.

Q. What is your opinion of the soldiers of the Allies?
A. Most were not trained as well.

Q. What were their opinions of U.S. forces?
A. Most thought we were friendly.

Q. Please describe a "typical" day in reserve when your unit was not committed to the front lines.
A. Swimming, baseball, pool, and football.

Q. Please describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use.
A. I saw both, but we were not told any rumors.

Q. What was your opinion in August 1945 on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A. The same as today--it saved many lives.

Q. What awards and decorations did you receive?
A. Two Bronze Stars and a Presidential Unit Citation.

Q. Please describe your welcome home to the U.S.
A. Everyone was there, and believe me--it was a happy time.

Q. What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service?
A. After the war, there was plenty of work.

Q. With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences?
A. Never did much talking about it to anyone--you're the one that I've talked most about it to.

Q. WWII was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America?
A. We are not the best, but of what I've seen, we are much better off than most.

After interviewing Mr. McAnall, he seemed to be pleased that someone wanted to talk about his experiences
while in the war. He has never spoken in such detail with anyone else. I thank Mr. McAnall for his time and
cooperation. I enjoyed it as much as he did.
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