
VETERAN: EUGENE EvANs
HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: STAFF SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED By: Nici DUNLOP

Eugene H. Evans was a radio operator and gunner during WWII. He flew in the first air raid over France and
took part in the African Campaign where his neck was broken during an airplane crash. He was sent to England
to recover. He and Mrs. Evans married in 1944 (she was 18; he was 22). He later participated in the Berlin Airlift.
They moved to Germany in May 1948, and he was discharged in July 1950.

Mr. Evans is now deceased. However, his widow, Margaret Evans, graciously consented to be interviewed
and was able to not only share some of her husband's experiences as he had related them to her, but to also give
us another perspective from which to look at the World War II experience.

"My husband enlisted in the service at the age of 18 at a base in Louisiana. He always wanted to join, but his
father wouldn't let him. Then at 18, he finally let him in. In 1940, they were mostly drafting men that were single
or didn't have a family. I was still in high school and all my brothers were too young to be drafted, and they never
did draft my father. I remember the FBI contacted my father once and asked him to report regularly if anything
suspicious went on in the plant where he worked. They were looking for spies.

"After hearing on the radio about the bombing of Pearl Harbor, I hid under a table in our house and cried. I
was frightened, because I knew if the Japanese could bomb Pearl Harbor, then they could bomb anywhere else.

"My husband was sent to school in Galveston to train as a radio operator. He was also trained in Morse Code.
"When we first married, he had nightmares about WWII, because he had seen most of his friends killed.
"The only thing I remember about V-E Day was that there were a lot of parades, and a really big one in New

York. We watched programs about it on TV.
"I remember how horrible the news of the Atomic Bomb was, but I always respected the president for doing

what he thought was right.
"My husband received many medals and honors: Distinguished Flying Cross (3 times), Purple Heart, Air

Medal with 3 Oakleaf Clusters; Good Conduct Unit Citation, National Defense Services Medal, Bronze Star,
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, and six others.

"After the war, we were sent to Germany in May 1948. We had to leave two weeks early on a boat to New
York in order to be sure our car would get on the boat to Germany. It took us 14 days to get there."
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