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VETERAN: ABE F. HIEBERT

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: PRIVATE FIRST CASS
INTERVIEWED By: CHRISTY HIEBERT

During the following interview with my grandfather, I was shown pictures of camps, prisoners, and
girlfriends. He also showed me different kinds of foreign coins and money. Through this interview I learned
much about my grandfather's past and have never before felt so close to him. I now realize how important our
veterans are. I also believe he was glad to be able to share his stories, feelings, and memories and to know that
someone could be interested in an important time in his life.

Q: Enlistment date?
A: July 11,1940

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: Because of my love of horses.

Q: Please describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved?
A: I wasn't drafted. I joined the National Guard.

Q: At the time, did you feel that the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor?
A: I was stationed in Ft. Clark. It was on a Sunday afternoon and I had gone to Del Rio to visit my girlfriend,

Mary Gilbert. Her brother was in the Navy and so were all of my brothers. When I heard Pearl Harbor had
been attacked, I hi-tailed it back to Ft. Clark because I knew the war was about to start.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: Texarkana.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: Calvary in Ft. Bliss near El Paso. Also a rifleman for 3 months.

Q: What further training, if any, did you receive overseas?
A: Clerk, administrator for 9 months, then continued for 3 years and 6 months.

Q: At what post were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: Ft. Bliss and Ft. Clark.

Q: Why did you fight?
A: Because I was told to.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: I thought they were great.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: They were good--especially the rations. I gained 40 pounds in 3 months.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: Mostly good.
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Q: Please describe any instances of particularly good or bad leadership.
A: A captain in the National Guard was poorly trained and let his bars go to his head.

Q: Who were the "real" leaders--officers, noncoms, or enlisted men?
A: The officers. Back then the men respected their authority.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: I thought it was fair.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: At stateside on post--bowling and baseball.

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit?
A: Avery small percentage got drunk at local bars. It wasn't a problem, because the few that did it and got caught

were punished.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: "White Christmas," "I'll See You in My Dreams," "White Cliffs of Dover," Glenn Miller's "Moonlight Serenade."

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?
A: Doozie, Lulu

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial, or religious discrimination?
A: No. There were no blacks.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: Scared.

Q: At what point in your movement did you learn your real destination?
A: When we got there.

Q: What information, if any, did the Army give you about the countries in which you served?
A: None--it was top secret.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: Alright.

Q: Did you know of or observe any newspaper or radio war correspondents?
A: No--we didn't have any.

Q: What did you think of wartime civilian newspaper, magazine, or radio coverage?
A: Didn't see any. -

Q: Did you have any combat action?
A: Not any actual firing.

Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: Mostly good.

Q: What effect did combat have on morale?
A: I wasn't with the cavalry when they went into combat because I stayed back as a result of acute appendicitis.

I was soon moved over to the Military Police.
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Q: What factors helped improve morale?
A: Mail from family, friends, and sweethearts.

Q: What factors contributed to decline of morale?
A: Rain--we got about 300 inches a year.

Q: Please describe your "baptism of fire."
A: I was sleeping in a hammock in Japanese territory. My gun was right beside my left ear and I had my right

arm resting underneath my head which caused my hand to be by my gun. I awoke in the middle of the night
to a cold hand reaching for my gun. Scared half to death, I gently moved my gun and realized my right hand
had fallen asleep.

Q: Was your unit ever attached to a regular Allied command?
A: Yes, First Cavalry Division.

Q: Please describe a "typical" day in reserve when your unit was not committed to the front lines.
A: First thing in the morning we would get up and raise the flag. Then we would have inspection and after

inspection there was breakfast. After breakfast we went back to our quarters to clean. Then we would go to
the stables to feed and take care of the horses. Marching drills came next with supper following. Then, after
lowering the flag, we were free to go.

Q: Did you help liberate enemy prison or concentration camps?
A: No, but I did help guard prisoners.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VE Day?
A: Nothing but happiness.

Q: How were local civilians treated by Americans and other Allied soldiers?
A: They were treated as equals. I had a girlfriend in the Philippines.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service?
A: Getting married very soon afterwards and having a family.

Q: What does the G.I. Bill mean to you?
A: Helped further my education and also got a loan for the house that we now live in.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences?
A: My family.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about Americans or

America?
A: That Americans could rise to the occasion.
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