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VETERAN: CLYDE WILLIAMS, JR.

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED By: CHRISTY SMITH

I decided to interview my grandfather, Clyde L. Williams, Jr., so I could get a personal experience and facts
from someone I knew rather than by reading a book, which doesn't help me get the full picture. Both of my
grandparents served in the military during the war, and talking with my grandfather gave me a sense that I could
see what was going on at that time. He is 70 years old today and joined the service at 22. He served four years
and saw and did many things during the war. I have always looked up to the people who fought for our country;
they are the real heroes.

Q: What was your previous occupation? How useful was it to you in the service, if at all?
A: Before joining the military, I was an auto mechanic, and in the military I was an airplane mechanic, so yes it

helped me in the Air Force.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: To defend our country.

Q: Please describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved.
A: I volunteered. I went to Houston and said I would like to join, and they ran tests to see if I was physically fit

and if I could see. When they were through I signed, and they took me in right away.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I could not believe what I heard. I felt sick to my stomach. I remember I heard it at the Midget Auto Races

at Buffalo Stadium in Houston.

Q: Please recount your leave-taking from family and friends.
A: It was very hard, but I knew I had to do it. Joining the military was a good decision.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: San Antonio. I only had four days of training and then went to Ellington Field for two and a half years.

Q: In what specialities were you trained?
A: I was trained as a plane mechanic at a Bomb Sight Mechanical School.

Q: What training, if any, did you receive overseas?
A: None, I already had training.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: Roswell, New Mexico Air Force Base.

Q: Why did you fight?
A: To defend our country.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: Some were very good, but some were not as good as Germany.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: They were pretty good, and I was very proud of my uniform.
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Q: How adequate were they for the climate and weather conditions you encountered?
A: It rained everyday in Guam. Japan was cold, but I was only there during the winter time.

Q: How responsive were the supply services to your unit's needs?
A: Fine. Our unit supply was fairly good.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: Fine. Air Force and Army was kind of combined, but I felt the Air Force ate and was treated better than the

Army.

Q: Please describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership?
A: We really did not have too much bad leadership. I felt General Eisenhower and General Patton did a

wonderful job. Many people would not agree with me on the choices, but that is my opinion.

Q: Please recount any cases of soldier violence directed against officers.
A: We never had any violence in my unit.

Q: What did you think of the discipline and military courts?
A: Fair.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: Dances, entertainment, and NCO clubs.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians in the U.S.?
A: Good.

Q: How adequate was the medical care?
A: I felt it was the start of the best medical care the world ever had. Before the war, if a person was to have their

appendix out they would have to stay in bed for six weeks and the person nearly died. During the war the
doctors learned it was better if the person was moving as soon as possible.

Q: Describe the health of your unit.
A: It was really good.

Q: For what did the soldiers use their pay?
A: Drinking mostly, then gambling.

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit? If so, how were the beverages obtained?
A: Yes, there was a drinking problem, and they drank in clubs.

Q: Was drug use a problem in your unit?
A: No, I never saw drugs.

Q: Was there much gambling? If so, what types?
A: Yes. Poker, craps, and blackjack.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: 'Three Little Fish" and"Sentimental Journey." (He sang some more to me, but he could not remember the

titles.)

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?
A: Too bad to say. A lot of the words are still used, but I never used them.
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Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: No, there wasn't any instances.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: It didn't matter--I was ready to go.

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn of your real destination?
A: We were supposed to go over on a plane, but the plane was not ready, so we had to go over on ship to Guam.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: The natives on Guam we got along with. We were stationed in Japan after the war was over, and they waited

on us hand and foot.

Q: Was there much fraternizing with local women?
A: Yes, but I never did.

Q: Did you receive and read Army news publications such as Stars and Stripes or your unit newspaper.
A: Yes.

Q: What did you think of them?
A: They were just alright.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action?
A: No, the war ended while I was on the ship in the middle of the ocean.

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A: Heard plenty from Tokyo Rose about getting beat while we were really winning. This only made it worse

on them.

Q: Was your unit ever attached to a regular Allied command?
A: Yes, the 1970s Airedales.

Q: What was your opinion of Allied soldiers?
A: I wasn't around them much.

Q: What was your opinion of U.S. forces?
A: Good.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops?
A: They were good and dirty fighters.

Q: How well-trained, well-known, and well-appointed did they seem to be?
A: At the start they were real strong, but not so strong towards the end.

Q: How effective were their weapons?
A: Real effective. The Japs were dangerous to defend against. A boy would fly into a ship to blow it up, knowing

he would die.

Q: What did you think about the enemy as people?
A: We all hated them.

Q: What were your reactions and that of your unit to V.E. Day?
A: We were glad it was over.
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Q: Please describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before it was used?
A: Never heard nothing until it was dropped.

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945 on the use of the Bomb?
A: Glad, but no one could ever imagine what one bomb could do unless you saw it with your own eyes. It caused

alot of destruction.

Q: How long did you remain in the service after the end of hostilities?
A: Four months.

Q: How, if at all, were your military skills or education tranferrable to civilian life?
A: I got a job at Exxon.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences?
A: Buddies who were also in the war.

Q: What did World War II teach you about Americans?
A: That we are the best country in the world.
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