
VETERAN: LUTHER VICTORY

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: STAFF SERGEANT

INTERVIEWED BY: MICKEY MICKENHEIM

In choosing the subject of my interview, my interests revolved around two things; I wanted a former prisoner
of war, and I wanted a person who had been in the Air Corps. I have always been interested in flying and I thought
itwould be very interesting to hear about the treatment of POW's during World War II. Mr. Luther Victory is both.
He is a former member of the U.S. Air Corps who was shot down in Germany and kept for thirteen months under
the supervision of German commanders. I hope that you will find what he had to say as interesting as I did.

Q: What was your previous occupation and how did it help in your military service?
A: I worked for the Pacific Railroad Company, and it didn't help at all.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I joined in San Antonio because I wanted to serve. I wanted to kill some Japs and Germans.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes. If it were up to me, it would still be in effect today.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I was in the Majestic Theater in San Antonio in the middle of a performance by Ethel Smith, when the manager

came in and interrupted to tell us the news.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: Santa Anna, California.

Q: In what specialized areas were you trained?
A: I was in gunnery school to specialize to be a tailgunner.

Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: The weapons were very suitable.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: Adequate. The only complaint I had was the hour wait in line to get horrible food.

Q: How adequate were they for the climate and weather conditions you encountered?
A: The clothing was suitable, but in the barracks the only form of heat was peat (a raw form of coal). It didn't

burn well, and we spent many cold nights because of it.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: Terrible! Generals were only concerned about their own advancement--not initial fighting.

Q: What forms of off duty recreation were common?
A: The closest town was Bedford. I went once but it was too dark to see anything, so I never went back. Most

of the time we sat around the barracks playing cards if we had any free time.

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?
A: Short round (piece of ammo that wouldn't shoot); bird (plane).

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination?
A: We never knew where we were going until we got there.

World War II Veteran Interviews180



*. S. AMV 4AA e0Ps

Q: What information, if any, did the U.S. give you about the countries in which you served?
A: There was no information given.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action?
A: First mission was on April 11, 1944. I flew 7 missions in 19 days. I went to Stettinous, Poland; Hamm,

Germany; Kassel, Germany; Cologne, Germany; Frankfurt, Germany; Brussels, Germany; and was shot
down down on April 24, 1944, in Oberpfaffenhoffen, Germany.

Q: If you were ever wounded in action, please recount the circumstances.
A: On the way to interrogation, we were all crowded into tiny boxcars. No one could sit and men were urinating

on one another. I decided that when one of the officers that was on the other side of the car had to open the
door for him to use the restroom, I would kick him out the door then jump out myself. When I tried, the train
shifted at the same time causing him to fall back on me. My leg was hanging out the car door and the other
officer kept slamming the door on it trying to get the door closed. I finally got my leg out of the door and my
lower leg bone was completely crushed.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops?
A: German air force was very good. We kept rotating pilots and new people kept coming in for us. The Germans

did no rotating of pilots, so the ones they used had been in a lot of fighting and were very skilled pilots.

Q: Were you ever a prisoner of war? If so, when and where were you captured?
A: I was shot down about 80 miles northeast of Munich on April 24, 1944. 1 walked for awhile and then was

captured by three German soldiers at 1:38 p.m.

Q: What were the conditions under which you were captured?
A: When I was captured, I was running away from my plane and about to cross a road. All of the sudden, after

I had crossed the road and I was on my way up the hill on the other side, three shots rang out and I stopped
dead in my tracks.

Q: Where were you held?
A: For the majority of the time, I was held at Stalag XVII B.

Q: How were you treated by the prison guards?
A: Very rough. They would kill anyone who tried to escape. They made it clear that we had no rights and we

were to do what we were told or we would be beaten. There was also a lack of food and nothing to do.

Q: How long were you held captive?
A: 13 months.

Q: How, if at all, did your previous military training prepare you for prison life?
A: It didn't. What I believe helped me out was my growing up in the country on the Guadalupe River. There

were strict standards of conduct and we did what we were told.

Q: Did you every try to escape from captivity?
A: No, but some others tried to bribe their way out at certain checkpoints. No one ever made it. They always

ended back with us and were put in solitary for a month.

Q: How and when were you liberated?
A: I was liberated on May 5, 1945. A single American Jeep drove up with Lt. Col. Downey. The Germans

surrendered to them and we were then set free.

Q: What was your opinion about the use of the Atomic Bomb in August, 1945.
A: I didn't care. The more it killed, the happier I would be.
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Q: Has your opinion changed since then?
A: No, it shortened the war. If we wouldn't have used it, we would have lost thousands of soldiers invading.

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive?
A: I got a Purple Heart, an air medal, and a POW medal.

Q: In your opinion, were awards distributed fairly?
A: No. They were given out mostly depending on popularity of the event.

Q: Describe your welcome home.
A: I had no formal welcome home. I was home and satisfied with just being there.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life after leaving the service?
A: I had no expectations or aims. After returning, I went to Baylor with my brother to check on his football

scholarship. It just so happened that the day I was there, December 3,1945, was registration day. I registered
and later graduated with a B.A. degree in August of 1948.
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