
VETERAN: E. J. CHAMBLEE

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: CMD 3, DIVER
INTERVIEWED By: CHERI WALLER

Mr. Chamblee is a very nice and modest man. Although he did not participate in actual combat, he played
a very important part. He was in charge of keeping his ship running, which was a fuel supply for the sea planes.
He also repaired damaged sea planes and cruisers. He did not appear like the war had affected him in any way.

I chose Mr. Chamblee because of his diving abilities. I am a scuba diver myself, and was interested in the
differences between diving then and now. It is hard to believe that people went hundreds of feet under the ocean
in 300 pound suits with a hose attached. Because the suits were so heavy, they were unable to swim freely and
had to be lowered by platforms attached to pulleys.

Q: Place and date of enlistment?
A: Houston, Texas; March 21, 1944. I was 27 years old.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: Volunteered; received a deferment but refused it.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I was working on a drilling rig on Sunday morning, December 7, 1941, on the radio.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: San Diego Naval Base, California (learned diesel engines, refrigeration, and motor machinist; San Pedro,

California (small craft); San Francisco, California (PT boats); Seattle, Washington (diving school).

Q: What further training, if any, did you receive overseas?
A: None.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: They were good. Sometimes we would make ice cream.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: When we docked, we would play pinochle under coconut trees, gather sea shells, or snorkel along the beach.

Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit?
A: No. The few times we went ashore, we would purchase hot beer and cokes.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: We didn't have a radio.

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: No, everyone got along good.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: The Navy could have been better, but had to build so quick. They would pull college graduates with no

experience to command.
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Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: I thought it was good.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: I knew I was going and was prepared.

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination?
A: We didn't know until we got there.

Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: Being the oldest, I was the only one with good morale and looked out for the younger ones.

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A: I was always on the boat, so didn't hear any.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action?
A: No.

Q: Describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience.
A: We could only hear the bombs going off overhead when we were in the engine rooms.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VE Day?
A: We were in Japan and knew it was a step closer to winning the war.

Q: Describe any rumors you heard about the Atomic Bomb before its use.
A: I had no idea of what it was. I was just glad it was dropped, because we were getting ready to invade Japan.

We went ashore three weeks after the bomb was dropped in Nagasaki to check for prisoners.

Q: What awards and decorations did you receive?
A: Battle ribbons, Pacific Theater.

Q: Describe your welcome home to the United States.
A: We had no welcome. We came into San Francisco at midnight then traveled to Camp Wallace. The Navy

never received welcomes because they all came in at different times.

Q: What does the G.I. Bill mean to you?
A: I think it's a good program, but I didn't use it. I tried, but it was too much "red tape," so I canceled and used

conventional loans.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service?
A: I was already married and had a five year old son. I came back home and went to work.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences? Why?
A: I never discuss it.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America and
Americans?

A: That America could rise to the occasion when necessary, because there are plenty of patriotic people left.
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