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Harold C. Reeder was born November 12,1991--the second of four children to Lee L. and Willie May Reeder.
Throughout his life, Mr. Reeder has played a variety of roles from spectator to player in our nation's history. This
essay examines his childhood, adolescence, his role as a ship's captain in World War II, and the fine man who
became my grandfather.

In 1917, the Reeders moved to San Antonio, then the largest city in Texas, where Harold received most of his
primary education. The city, and its various military surroundings, provided young Harold early exposure to
structured life. Hot summer days were spent at Kelly Air Force Base, home of the closest swimming pool and
tennis court. "They were there," he says with a childlike grin, "so we made use of them."

The early thirties found Harold walking the campus of Southwest Texas State Teachers College, now called
Southwest Texas, in San Marcos. There, he studied chemistry, played football, and worked at the local downtown
gas station. By his fourth year, Harold had lettered in football and obtained a B.S. in chemistry.

By the end of the thirties, Harold had married Mamie Lea Myers, a nursing director, whom he met while
undergoing an appendectomy in Houston. They had their first of two children in 1941. Later that year, Pearl
Harbor was attacked, and the United States entered World War II.

Harold Reeder reported to the United States Naval Officer procurement office on October 20, 1942. Seven
days later he was informed, by mail, that he had been accepted and was to report to the officer candidate school
in Tuscon, Arizona. Exactly ninety-five days after enlisting, Lt. j.g. Harold C. Reeder accepted the duty as captain
and took command of the O.S.T. LCFF 783.

After several supply runs and minor engagements, the ship was ordered to the Philippine Islands. Once there,
Captain Reeder was informed of the mounting attack on Okinawa. His orders were to supply and outfit the ship
to sail out by morning.

Captain Harold C. Reeder left the Philippines on February 20,1945, captain of the command ship that would
lead a convoy of 37 ships into history. The convoy arrived at Okinawa thirty days later, and after forty-two days
they would leave--victorious.

The fighting at Okinawa started on March 27, and the island was secured on July 7, 1945. Harold was
promoted to lieutenant second grade on April 1, 1945, still in command of LCFF 783 Flagship of LST Flotilla 16
under Rear Admiral Webb. His ship was home for the admiral, who was a graduate of the United States Naval
Academy, where he was an intercollegiate wrestler and played guard on their football team. There were many
others on board who qualified as "brass." Harold says his ship was at capacity with intelligence people and the
underwater demolition team on board making a total of 75-80 of these personnel who termed the ship a "fresh
water taxi." This term was applied because they would move around quickly to survey areas. On one such
mission, they were near Okinawa and were told to run around and see if the other islands were occupied, and
found their answer by being fired upon. Needless to say, they ran back to their original position.

After July 7, they were supposed to go to Guam for R&R, but went to Saipan instead to watch the B-29's fly
over. They were bombarding Japan, and Iwo was the stopping place for wounded B-29's, because they had such
a good airfield there. From Saipan they went to Guam for more R&R, and then back to the Philippines to get ready
for the invasion of Japan. They stayed in the Philippines loading fresh fruit, supplies and mail. Fresh water was
loaded at the island of Samara. They also found out their order of firing for when they reached Okinawa. They
had 52 LST's behind them for the skirmish. This meant a screen of 52 ships, 4 destroyers pinging for submarines
and a cruiser with 6" guns, which was enough firepower for anything the Japanese had on the water at the time.

The trip from the Philippines to Okinawa took 14 days. They left the Philippines and went to Formosa (now
Taiwan). The Japanese thought Formosa was the target of the convoy, but two days before they reached Formosa,
they took a 45 degree right turn to Okinawa and never shot at Formosa. People were sent from all over the world
to Okinawa from San Francisco to Australia, and itwas timed so they they would all arrive at Okinawa at the same
time.

At Okinawa, they were the first amphibious group to arrive. Okinawa had been bombarded for 24 hours by

the Fast Carrier Task Force which traveled at 35 knots (45 mph) raking the coast of Japan to allow the others to
get to Okinawa.
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Mr. Reeder said during this time with all the pinging for subs and the intelligence going on and the radar
technology in use there was a light note to the action. They found that radar would pick up large fish, whales,
tuna, etc., and they did not know if they were subs or fish until the fish would scatter, so they became fishermen
on their mission.

Ten LST's, a destroyer and a cruiser were sent to EA Shima, which on the map is IE Shima (no one knows why)
this place is west of the center of Okinawa. At this point, they took time off and went up there with the Marine
division where they received the worst bombardment of the mission. The whole operation lasted five or six days.
The Battleship Texas, which had 12" guns, joined them there and did serious bombardment of the area.

Captain Reeder's ship was built as an LCI, but a flagship was fitted with the bunks necessary for all the
additional personnel, as well as plenty of firepower. At this time, the Battleship Yornata, which was the most up
to date Japanese battleship with her 18" guns was in the water, but they never got close enough to her, says Mr.
Reeder, or they would have been blown out of the water. The U.S. troops went south and east for 24 hours and
sank the Yomata and her carriers and cruisers.

Captain Reeder's ship broke down in the East China Sea and was left running at half speed until she was
repaired and regained flagship status.

Upon returning to the United States, Captain Reeder left the Navy through the demobilization system. On
December 21, he crossed the deck of his ship for the last time. Two days later, he and my grandmother were on
a train headed for Texas, where his second daughter was born a little more than a year later.

Captain Harold C. Reeder soon had many other titles, ranks, and duties. He returned to Texas to work for
Humble Oil and Refining Company and worked there in various capacities ending at Exxon Research and
Engineering, where he worked until retirement in 1974. Through the years, Mr. Reeder owned a picture frame
shop and was also interested and involved in buying, refinishing, and selling wooden boats. He was a judge for
local and area wide science fairs for many years, and worked with the Cedar Bayou United Methodist Youth
Group, taking week long trips with them in the summer. He was an avid supporter of any activities in which his
children were involved. He became a grandfather five times over the years and has been an inspirations to us all.
At church, he was "chief oyster fry cook and gumbo maker" for many years. He was a Sunday School teacher in
the young children's department of his church, and served on various boards and committees there.

He fell in love with the game of golf early in life and, after retirement, became an avid golfer, playing with
his "baby brother," who is now 76 years old. He has recently undergone serious surgery, which has taken him
off the golf course, for the moment. He seems content, for now, yet fairly anxious to get back out on the golf course
as soon as possible.

I would like to thank my grandfather for sharing his life's story with me and for giving me someone to whom
I can look up to, love, and respect.
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