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VETERAN: WILLIS T. JONES, JR.

HIGHEST RANK/GRADE: MAJOR

INTERVIEWED BY: KATHEE CLARKE

Dr. Willis T. Jones was twenty-one years old when he decided to join the Air Corps on November 1, 1941,
during the Second World War. Two and a half years later, on July 26,1944, he was shot down over Vienna and
forced to bail out of his airplane at 24,000 feet. He was then captured and held prisoner in Staglag Luft Barth,
Germany until May 1, 1945, when the Russians came to the rescue and tore down the fences of his prison to set
him free.

I was really surprised to hear the way Dr. Jones was treated as a POW. He was never abused or neglected
and was allowed to do practically anything within the confinement of his cell. He also received mail from home
and was even provided with a memory book with cartoon drawings and other souvenirs from his prison life. It
seemed being a POW was actually less dangerous than being in combat.

Q: What forms of off duty recreation were common?
A: When the Red Cross girls came and brought us donuts, clubs on air bases, pool table.

Q: What military slang words or phrases were popular during your military service?
A: Situation normal, snafu.

Q: Did you know or observe any newspaper or radio was correspondents?
A: Had a picture taken in New York paper, but I don't remember the photographer's name. Humphrey Bogart

came to our base in Italy.

Q: Please describe a "typical" day when your unit was committed to front lines.
A: My mission was to interrupt war information and transportation.

Q: After you were captured, how were you treated by the soldiers?
A: Good.

Q: By guards?
A: Good.

Q: Describe an experience in captivity.
A: We sometimes had sawdust in food rations.

Q: Please describe any rumors you heard of atomic bomb before its use.
A: Never heard of it.

Q: What does the G.I. Bill mean to you?
A: Everything! It helped me become a doctor. I think the military should be mandatory so college will be free

for everyone.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences?
A: I never felt it was a problem to talk about my experiences because I never suffered or was mistreated.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America or
Americans?

A: We're the strongest country and can rise to any occasion required.
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