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INTERVIEWED By: SHAWNEE HOBBS

Q: Date, age and place of enlistment?
A: November 3, 1943 (age 19), Tyler, Texas.

Q: Previous occupation?
A: Humble Oil and Refinery.

Q: How and why did you join the service?
A: I would've been drafted, so I went ahead and joined so I would have a choice of what section I would be in.

And I wanted to be in the Navy

Q: Describe the local enlistment or draft process with which you were involved.
A: I enlisted in Tyler, and it was just a matter of taking a physical and I was in-I was a sailor.

Q: At the time, did you feel the 1940 draft was necessary and fair?
A: Yes, I think it was.

Q: Describe the circumstances in which you first heard of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
A: I was in high school in Mineola, Texas, and they called everyone to the auditorium. They had a radio and we

listened to President Roosevelt ask Congress to declare war on Japan because theyhad attacked. I believe they
attacked Pearl Harbor on Sunday; then on Monday we assembled and listened to it on the radio.

Q: What was your reaction to that attack?
A: I guess I was 15 years old, so I was probably thrilled about it. I was excited. I don't remember really, but 1

was only 15.

Q: What were your initial reactions to entering military service?
A: At 19, it wasn't really a problem. I had never been away from home, but that part didn't bother me. I was

just doing what I was told to do.

Q: Please recount your leave-taking from family and friends.
A: That was a hard thing to do. My family wasn't a very emotional family. We were close and loved each other

and everything, but that is the only time I remember my daddy hugging me.

Q: Where did you train as a recruit?
A: San Diego, California.

Q: In what specialties were you trained?
A: Visual Communication.

Q: Were you trained in first aid, signaling, radio, or the use of any special equipment?
A: Signaling, flags, lights, semafore. Then the big search lights that were used for ship to ship or ship to shore.

Q: At what posts were you stationed during your stateside service?
A: San Diego and then I was at Oceanside California some.

Q: Why did you fight?
A: Because I was 19 years old. We had been attacked and didn't have a chance to fight. Somebody had to or else

we would be under the Japanese flag today. It was just a job to do.
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Q: What was your opinion of the weapons you saw or used in the service?
A: Devastating. Even though I was on a landing craft (we didn't land troops), we had been converted into a

mortar ship. The weapons I saw were potent to say the least. They could put a lot of things out of commission.

Q: Were they reliable?
A: Yes.

Q: What were your opinions of the equipment, clothing, and rations you were issued?
A: Adequate. We were never cold, hungry, or wet.

Q: How adequate were they for the climate and weather conditions you encountered?
A: Good. We were well supplied all the time.

Q: How responsive were the supply services to your unit's needs?
A: They took care of our needs-food, fuel, ammunition. We only got one fresh water bath a week, because the

ship was too small to hold that much water.

Q: What did you think of the quality of leadership while you were in the service?
A: Superior to anything else. We won.

Q: How did officers commissioned through various means (service academies, ROTC, OCS, National Guard,
and battlefield promotions) compare?

A: The only officers that I had any contact with were just those on the ship. I think they were graduates of OCS.

Q: Describe instances of particularly good or bad leadership?
A: I didn'thave any thatwere bad. There were fiveofficers on the LCI who weregood leaders. They all got along

good.

Q: What did you think of the discipline at the time?
A: To be able to fight a war, you have to have some discipline. We had to dress nice, be clean, be in uniform, and

keep our things shined.

Q: Recount any particular punishments for breaches of discipline.
A: I got my first liberty while in San Diego. I was told if I wanted to look cool (not like a boot) to make my uniform

look sloppy. So I did. I walked two blocks before I was stopped by the MP's.

Q: Was there much theft from one another in your unit?
A: No, we were too close. We lived together.

Q: What forms of off-duty recreation were common?
A: Drinking and hanging out with the guys.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians in the U.S.?
A: Great! A family in California took is in. They fed us and treated us like family.

Q: How adequate was medical care?
A: We didn't have a doctor, we just had a pharmacist. The pharmacist could care for minor things.

Q: Describe the health of your unit.
A: Good.

Q: For what did soldiers use their pay?
A: Recreation. We made $54.00 a month.
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Q: Was drinking a problem in your unit? If so, how were the beverages obtained?
A: No, there were no drinks on board.

Q: Was there much gambling? If so, what types?
A: No.

Q: What songs were popular during your military service?
A: Bands like the Andrews Sisters, Glenn Miller, Charlie Barnett, Bob Wills, and the Ink Spots. "Moonlight

Serenade" was a good song. It was the Big Band era.

Q: Did you note any instances of ethnic, racial or religious discrimination?
A: There was some. Blacks were in their own companies, but once we were on the ship we all got along good

together. We all mingled together.

Q: When you first learned you would go overseas, what was your reaction?
A: At that tender age, I didn't react, I just went.

Q: At what point in your movement overseas did you learn your real destination?
A: We didn't know where we were going until the Philippines. Lt. (j.g.) Fisher put a map on the wall and pointed

out Okinawa and said, "We're going there."

Q: What difficulties, if any, did your unit experience in getting ready to move overseas?
A: None.

Q: Please identify your port of embarkation.
A: San Francisco

Q: Please identify the name of your transport.
A: LCI 801

Q: Please identify your port of arrival.
A: We had to stop at every island that we could to take on fuel and rations. We couldn't go very far without

replenishing our supplies from the big ships. We were kinda beggars. We would ask them because they
always had plenty. Then we would get back on our 9 knots and take off.

Q: Please describe your travel experiences (by railroad, plane, truck, or ship).
A: I guess it's considered a craft. LCI stands for Landing Craft Infantry. But as I told you, we didn't land infantry,

we fired our little mortars. But it was a converted LCI. We would run up on the beach and the door would
fly open, and all the marines and soldiers would run out. That's what it is supposed to do.

Q: What information, if any, did the Navy give you about the countries in which you served?
A: None. We didn't actually go into the countries, we justwent off the beaches. I'm sure they briefed the marines

and soldiers about things they would find ashore, but we didn't go ashore. Thank goodness!

Q: Where were you when you got some free time to spend with the guys and have a few beers?
A: The only place that I recall is the Philippines. They had a little recreation beach there and we could go ashore,

but we were only there two or three days. Other than that, we stayed on the ship.

Q: What size was the LCI?
A: I believe we carried 54 people which was a double crew for that type ship. We had to carry extra men to take

care of those.
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Q: What were your first impressions of service abroad? How, if at all did your views change?
A: I believe my only impression was that sure was a small ship for 54 men to live on. Well, I guess the only thing

that bothered me more than anything was that's a big ocean, and you go for days and days and days and not
see land. You get kind of lonesome and homesick. It wasn't all that bad. I guess it bothers me more now when
I look back.

Q: How, if at all, did your views change?
A: I think back and wonder what in the world was I doing over there. A little ol' punk kid. Yeah, my views have

changed quite a bit.

Q: How did you and your comrades get along with civilians overseas before, during, and after hostilities?
A: I was kind of disappointed in American servicemen. We mistreated civilians. We would take over their

buildings. If we wanted something, we took it. We didn't treat them right. They had had enough trouble
without us coming in there.

Q: Was there much fraternizing-with local women?
A: Being aboard ship, we didn't have a chance to do much fraternizing. To my knowledge, there wasn't a lot.

Q: Describe any looting by soldiers of which you are aware.
A: I wasn't aware of any.

Q: How was the morale of your unit?
A: Morale was good. Living conditions were crowded. We got our mail, and we were adequately provided for.

Q: What effect did combat have on morale?
A: The battle at Okinawa was a pretty good one, but it didn't seem to affect our morale.

Q: What factors contributed to a decline in morale?
A: The only thing we had for morale purposes was a radio.

Q: What was your opinion of Army Troop Information programs?
A: We got news over our radio. We knew what was happening. We knew immediately after Okinawa was

bombed.

Q: What enemy propaganda, if any, did you see or hear?
A: Tokyo Rose. She was famous on the radio. She would tell us that our girlfriends were with other boys while

we were gone. She had a line of bologna.

Q: What was your reaction to it?
A: I thought it was comical.

Q: What was its general effect on your unit?
A: She might have made them mad.

Q: How and to what extent were religious convictions expressed in your unit?
A: Religion was discussed very little.

Q: If you remained with your original unit, how did you feel about individual replacements who later joined

your unit?
A: They were part of the crew; there were no problems.

Q: How effective were the individual replacements in combat?
A: In combat, we had the same crew.

50th Anniversary 229



Q: Did you know or observe any newspaper or radio war correspondents? Which ones and under what
circumstances?

A: I didn't cross paths with any correspondents. Ernie Pyle was killed on I.E. Shima, and we were anchored right
off there, but I never did see him. He was a famous war correspondent. Very famous.

Q: Did you take part in any combat action? If so, where, when, and against whom?
A: Japanese at Okinawa a week before the invasion until after peace was signed.

Q: What were you thinking and experiencing at the time?
A: It didn't both me a lot then. It bothers me more now.

Q: What was the scariest moment for you?
A: The scariest things were the typhoons. We were on that little ship at the mercy of the storm. I was really scared.

Q: Please describe your "baptism of fire" and your reaction to that experience.
A: The only thing that scared me, during the only battle I was in was the suicide planes.

Q: Describe a "typical" day when your unit was committed to the front lines.
A: Well, our only job was to fire mortars on the beach.

Q: If you ever came under enemy attack, please describe the circumstances and your reaction to the attack?
A: The only air attacks we had were suicide planes. Their targets were the large ships. They didn't mess with

a little ship like us.

Q: How would you characterize your unit's combat performance? Was it the result of leadership, discipline, unit
camaraderie and cohesion, individual courage or fear, or other factors

A: It was a team effort. Everybody was doing their job.

Q: Did you personally experience or know of others killed or injured as a result of "friendly" fire?
A: There was a ship in our group that had mortars. One of the mortars stuck in the barrel. They took the barrel

down and dropped it over the side. When they did that it went off and killed some men. It was an accident.

Q: How effective was medical care at the front and behind the lines?
A: We only had a pharmacist on board. We didn't have a doctor.

Q: Did you ever participate in cooperative operations with a sister service? Please explain.
A: We shelled the beaches at Okinawa. A combination of efforts.

Q: What were their opinions of U.S. forces?
A: A lot of them thought we were arrogant. They all thought we were very powerful.

Q: Did you ever work with or alongside Allied or foreign auxiliary, irregular, resistance, or guerrilla troops?
A: No.

Q: Please describe a "typical" day in reserve when your unit was not committed to the front lines.
A: Me and two other men took turns standing watch at 4 hour intervals. I was on 4 and off 8. During the 8 off,

I slept. Others did maintenance.

Q: How did you and your comrades regard enemy troops as fighters?
A: The Japanese were dedicated fighters. They were committed to give their lives for their country. Example:

suicide planes.

Q: How well-trained, well-led, and well-armed did they seem to be?
A: They could live a week on a handful of rice, and they were well armed. They were mislead, also.
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Q: How effective were their weapons?
A: They were very effective and vicious fighters.

Q: What did you think about the enemy as people?
A: I admire them for their faithfulness. They were mislead.

Q: How, if at all, did your original opinion of enemy soldiers change after you encountered them in battle?
A: We had been brain washed by the media. We knew what to expect, and they lived up to them.

Q: How were enemy prisoners treated by U.S. forces?
A: There were very few prisoners taken. I really don't know how they were. A couple of times on shore I saw

very few. They were kept in compounds on the islands. There were so few, because they wouldn't let you
take them prisoners. They would blow themselves up.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VE Day?
A: We were happy. Now we can get some help in the Pacific.

Q: What were your reactions and those of your unit to VJ Day?
A: There was a lot of fireworks. Everybody was acting wild. There were people killed during the celebration

by their own fire.

Q: What was your opinion in August 1945, on the use of the Atomic Bomb?
A: My opinion is it was them or me. Our next invasion was Japan, and it please me tremendously. It saved a

lot of American lives; even though it cost a lot of Japanese lives. That sounds inhumane, but it would've cost
more lives had we gone into Japan.

Q: Has that opinion since changed? If so, how?
A: If I had to do it over, I wouldn't do it any differently.

Q: How were local civilians treated by American and other Allied soldiers?
A: I think the Americans could've been a little kinder to them. We won the war, and I guess we let them know

that we were the greatest. Example: Rickshaw pullers might not have been treated very nice. Some service
men were very nice to the orphans.

Q: If you encountered Displaced Persons, from which countries or ethnic groups did they predominantly come?
A: There were a lot of Displaced Persons in China. China had been ravaged by the Japanese for years. The

Chinese were homeless, jobless, and hungry.

Q: What impression did the DPs make upon you. (Consider such things as living conditions and physical well
being.)

A: They were hungry and homeless. I felt sorry for them; they were mistreated.

Q: How was the morale and discipline of your unit after the end of hostilities?
A: Fine.

Q: How did the "point system" for demobilization affect your unit and you personally?
A: It got me discharged.

Q: In your opinion, was the "point system" fair or unfair?
A: Yes, it let the older ones with more service out sooner.

Q: Describe your welcome home to the United States.
A: I think I got drunk. When I got home, the war was old news.
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Q: How long did you remain in the service after the end of hostilities?
A: Six months.

Q: Why did you choose to remain in military service or to leave the service?
A: I was ready to go home.

Q: Please provide your date and place of discharge.
A: I think I was discharged in April 1946 in Hitchcock, Texas.

Q: What did you do after you were discharged?
A: I worked a few days in an oil field in East Texas. Then I came to Baytown to make my fortune.

Q: How, if at all, were your military skills or military education transferable to civilian life?
A: There just wasn't any markets for visual signaling.

Q: Describe the ease or difficulty with which you readapted to civilian life and the influence your overall military
experience had on that readjustment.

A: No problems. I fell right in there.

Q: What were your expectations of civilian life upon leaving the service?
A: I didn't expect a whole lot.

Q: To what extent have those expectations been realized?
A: 1950-I got married; 1954-I had my first child; and 1959-I had my second child.

Q: With whom do you feel most comfortable discussing your wartime experiences? Why?
A: A few little girls might have heard a few war stories. (ha-ha)

Q: If you have read any histories, articles, or other postwar writings on campaigns in which you participated,
what is your opinion as to their accuracy?

A: I saw some government films. They were accurate.

Q: World War II was a significant national experience. What, if anything, did it teach you about America and
Americans?

A: The United States is the most powerful country in the world and should take a lead role in world politics.

Q: What were your expectations at the end of the war as to prospects for world stability?
A: I was too young to really think about it.

Q: What were your expectations at the end of the war as to America's place and influence in the world?
A: We are the leader. We could do great things.

Q: To what extent have those expectations been realized over the ensuing decades?
A: We exceeded all expectations.
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