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Horace Hart was a 1st Class Seaman during World War II. He served on the USS Tulagi CVE-72, which was
an escort aircraft that carried twenty-seven planes. These carriers were originally developed as jeep carriers for
the Navy. The Germans were using U-Boats to torpedo our ships, and carriers were being used as escorts. In less
than one year, they destroyed all German U-Boats and they began to be used as support for invasions.

The USS Tulagi actively supported the invasion of Southern France, which took place from July to August
1944. In January 1945, Mr. Hart was sent to Luzon. In April 1945, he once again was moved but this time to
Okinawa. He was on the only escort to see combat at both theaters-the USS Wasp. The Wasp carried twenty-seven
planes. At Okinawa, the Navy lost more ships and planes than the entire war.

Horace Hart enlisted on June 1,1943, at the age of seventeen. He served in Houston for two years, six months
and three days. He was basically just waiting to enlist as was every other young man in the 1940s. He had
previously worked for a petroleum company. Hart joined the service because at that time, any able-bodied man
felt compelled. He said it was also a childish thing-he along with many other young men didn't join solely for
patriotism, but also because girls at that time loved a man in uniform. Hart did, however, feel that the draft was
necessary and did have a purpose because Hitler was completely out of control.

He began his military career by taking basic training in San Diego, California, and received additional training
in Sand Point, Washington. Being a 1st Seaman, there was not really much additional training required.

The weapons Hart was mostly involved with were the planes. The government turned out one carrier every

month after they had been building cruisers and ships (which were the wrong things to be building since that was
an aircraft carrier war). New planes were developed, such as the F6F which had a kill ratio of 19 to 1. Torpedo
bombers were developed along with the dive bombers, which were both considered average. The airplanes
would fire a 5" shell and it would explode if it got too close to an airplane. One out of every four bullets were
tracers.

While he was in Okinawa for 77 days, they each went 61 days without a shower. They were under attack for
19 straight hours-which is the longest naval battle every fought. This all took place on his 19th birthday.

Rations were extremely good for men in the Navy. They had nice beds that were clean and semi-comfortable.
The clothing worn on the ships was called dungaries and consisted of blue jeans, a work shirt, and a hat. Whites
were worn on shore and in Europe.

Discipline was very strict in the Navy, but not as easy as today. The men never questioned what, in any case,
the authorities said. Hart encountered a problem with the authorities. Here's how the story goes: Hart was not
old enough to drink when he joined the service. When he was granted leave, he changed the date on his ID card
to make him legal to drink. He was, of course, caught and written up for manipulating government property. The
reason he was punished so drastically was that he was to be on surface lookout one day and fell asleep and lied
about that. The same officer wrote him up that had caught him sleeping. The charge, however, was dismissed.

World War II was a significant national experience. It taught Mr. Hart that the United States was the strongest
democracy in the world. He was one of many enthusiastic young men men of the 1940s that volunteered to serve
their country. These young men were determined and we should learn from them about the sacrifices people were
willing to make for their country
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