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T'S OFTEN NOT UNTIL I LEAVE A

place that I fully appreciate how much
it has to offer. It is so easy to take the city

you live in for granted in the busyness of

daily life. As I drove from Houston to Aus-

tin one recent Wednesday evening to join

the staff at Texas Highways the next day, I

began to compile a list of local sites I would

miss the most. And while considering my

favorite Space City spots, it struck me that

our memories are intrinsically tied to places.
Hermann Park is perhaps my favorite

place in Houston, offering a green oasis

in the heart of a sprawling city. My hus-

band proposed to me there, and we took

our now 2-year-old son there on his first

outing as a newborn. Though I was sleep-

deprived and bleary-eyed, I still vividly
remember the way his face lit up and his

eyes widened as I rolled him in his stroller

up and around the 30-foot garden mount

in the then-new McGovern Centennial

Gardens. And every time we circled past
the whooshing waterfall, he sighed appre-
ciatively, letting me know he approved
of our choice for his first sightseeing trip.
When places blend with fond memories,
we start to feel like part owners, and those

places become "our" places.

Now that it's part of my job to highlight
new and interesting destinations to explore,

I am excited about broadening my list to
locales throughout the state. And I want to
hear from you. What's on your list of must-

visit attractions in Texas? Whether it's a
place you might take for granted because

it's in your neighborhood or one you save up

to visit on vacation, I look forward to shar-

ing them together in these pages.

EMILY ROBERTS STONE, Editor

Photo: Will van Overbeek

Sightseeing
From

Memory

The McGovern Centennial Garden at Hermann Park features an arid garden, a rose garden, a woodland garden, and an interactive family garden.
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Lone Star Love
VALENTINE'S DAY THE TEXAS WAY

No need to be torn between your two loves-Texas and

your sweetheart-on Valentine's Day. Our Lone Star approach

to romance means you get to enjoy both!

ABUNDANCE OF GOODS
It started with beer and wine, but Athens'

Come and Take It store has morphed into a go-to spot

for locally sourced groceries and wine tastings.

ACRES OF ANTIQUES
Marburger Farm Antique Show celebrates 20 years as

it presents 43 acres of artful fare. Follow our tips for shopping,
planning, and navigating the experience.

O0 Pedal Pushers
Big Bend locals share their favorite mountain-bike rides

in the region, from easy to challenging.
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Alpine, Boerne, El Paso, Denton

I love that I can step into the pages of your T X A S
magazine and feel like I'm back on the porch I E

at grandmother's house with a cool slice
of watermelon or enjoying a scenic drive

through the Hill Country.
AIMEE LUNA, AUSTIN

"

I actually have a

pair of my dogs

named after the

coyotes from John

Erickson's Hank

the Cowdog books

[December]-Rip

and Snort!

MARCUS BEAN,
NEWTON

Bob Wills,

Ernest Tubb, and

Hank Thompson.

Yee-haw!

Great sounds!

RON SMITH,
WESTERVILLE, OHIO

Texas Tunes
This really is "A State of

Music" [December], and -oday's
Texas musicians have a strong

foundation on which to stand.
Although I have traveled
throughout the United States
listening to and making music,

I have never found any sounds

more versatile or higher in

quality than those right in my

home state. Very few pecple

know about the blues and

jazz roots of Texas, but what

a great story about our rich

traditions!

Chuck Ebert. Azle

Tuba Turnout
I believe you missed one

of the biggest TubaChristmas

performances in the state,

if not the country [December].
The University of Texas
Rio Grande Valley had over

450 tubas presenting a Tuba-

Christmas performance -n

the fieldhouse in December
with tuba players from all
over the Ric Grande Valley,
the youngest being only 11

years old. It promises to be

even bigger next year.

Steve Spaulding, Mission

True Texans
I think you left off one

very important activity in

the "Are Ycu a True Texan?"

quiz [Septemnber]-standing

"Where Texas became Texas"
at Washington-on-the-Brazos'

Independence Hall. On March

2, 1836, 59 men bravely met
there to create and sign the

Texas Declaration of Indepen-

dence from Mexico. I invite

your readers to visit Washing-

ton-on-the-3razos State His-

toric Site, where they can

enjoy our 293-acre park and
its three amenities: Barrington

Living History Farm, Star of
the Republic Museum, and

Independence Hall. For a full
immersion, don't miss our

two-day Texas Independence

Day Celebration on March

4-5, 2017.
Jim Kolkhorst, president

of the Washington-on-the-Brazos
State Park Association

Guadalupe Grit
I thoroughly enjoyed the

talented Laurence Parent's

Guadalupe Mountains pho-

tographs and story [October].
Texas historian J. Frank Dobie
knew the Guadalupes for their

tales of lost mines and buried

treasure. Billy the Kid and the

Apaches sought refuge there.
All lovers of wildness and des-

olation must consider a visit.

But come prepared. This ain't

no sissy place.

Kirk Mason, Rio Rancho,
New Mexico

More Jerk
In the little ol' town of Ponder, Bless That Jerk restaurant has
the best Jamaican jerk chicken this side of Kingston. The food
is really good and the service so friendly-just like small towns

are noted for. We'll be back for the jerk.
ROBYN ANDERSON. A rfyle

Bless That Jerk, serving "Jamaican jerk meets Texas soul food," is at

309 N. FM 156 in Ponder. Hours: Mon-Fri 10 a.m.-midnight, Sat 10 a.m.-
1 a.m. Call 940/479-2582; www.blessthatjerk.com.

Follow us on
Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Send feedback and recommendations to:
Texas Highways, Box 14too9, Austin, TX, 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.com.

FEBRUARY 2017 7



SCENIC
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Beloved
Beacon
290 22' 00.34" N

94 46'00.98" W

ONE OF THE FEW

19th-Century light-
houses enduring

along the Texas Gulf

Coast, Bolivar Point

Lighthouse-trough

no longer in opera-

tion-remains a

dominant sight on

Bolivar Peninsula.

The privately owned,
117-foot-tall brick

tower is covere i with

malleable iron plates

that weathered to a

black color. Travelers

can take a trip on the

Galveston-Bolivar
Ferry from the island
to the peninsula for

a closer look from

Texas 87 or Loop

108 (pictured). For

more information on

the lighthouse, visit
crystalbeach.com/
light.htm.

~-inmmm.m

Photo: Laurence Parent
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M ENTION TO FRIENDS THATyou're going to Round Top Antiques
Week and you're likely to hear,
"0-h ... " or 'Ugh ...," depending cn

their interest in shopping for one-of-a-kind finds.
Having downsized from a house to a condo, I

don't need more stuff. But I've never been to this

mega-market of all things antique, vintage, re-
p-rposed, or in need of repurposing. Devotees of
antiques and home designers from across the
nation, as well as countries far-flung as AustraLa
and Japan, flock to the tiny town of Round Top for
16 days each spring and fall to peruse goods from
thousands of vendors at one of the largest antiques

snows in the Uni:ed States. Since its humble be-

ginnings almos- 50 years ago near the blinking
light at Round Top's Henkel Square, the event has
overtaken not only Rounc Top but nearby towns,

such as Carmine and Burton to the north, and

Warrenton and La Grange to the south.
Among Antiques Week's myriad draws, Round

Top's Marburger Farm Antique Show is the largest,

"We strive
for an eclectic

group of
dealers, with
items from
the highly

affordable to
the high end.

it's really
important to us
that anybody
who comes

through these
gates can find
something."

covering 43 acres with 12 histor-c buildings and

nine tents filled with high-quality antiques and

vintage fare artfully arranged in boutique-worthy
booths. The show celebrates 20 years this spring,
and after chatting with my friend Mirt, who's a
longtime Antiques Week fan and is particularly
find of Marburger Farm for its dazzling displays,
I drove out to Round Top.

I set out from my home in Austin before dawn

to meet Mirt at Marburger Farri for opening day.
Hours before the booths open for early buying,
shoppers in their vehicles line up at the entrance
to get in for a first peek into the ,ents and plan their
buying strategies. A few miles down the road in
Warrenton, I notice sprawling fields of vendors'
tents on both sides of the road. I brace myself for
the impending shopping tsunami, and I'm thankful

that I'm wearing comfortable b pots.
We walk over to Two Sparrows Roasting Co. for a

shot of caffeine. As we sip our coffee, we stroll through
the pastoral site, taking in the picturesque historic

buildings, and we peer into a partially enclosed tent.

12 texashighways.co -nM
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A adverse mix of furniture styles and eras can be found at Ma-burger Fa-m, often combined to create a distinctive look.

Photo: Mirt Faster
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In a display clad in light, neutral

tones, atop puffy linen pillows on a bed
with a whitewashed cast-iron head-
board, another pillow wrapped with
two beige strips forms a cross. The set-
ting transports me to World War I-era
episodes of Downton Abbey. One dis-
tinction that sets Marburger apart
from other Antiques Week venues is
the eye-catching, showroom-like pre-
sentation of the booths.

We chat with a few dealers as they
add finishing touches to their spaces.

Melissa Vasquez, owner of Two Sisters
Antiques in El Campo, has been sell-
ing at Marburger since the show's
early days and has seen its evolution
from showcasing a handful of dealers
to more than 350 offering items from
across the globe. At Melissa's booth,
I stop to gaze at a 19th-Century French
roulette wheel ringed with dice-pat-
terned squares. Although I'm more
interested in midcentury modErn,

MARBURGER FARM ANTIQUE SHOW
is at 2248 Texzs 237 in Round Top. The show runs March 28-April 1 and Sep. 26-30 this

year. On Marci 28, the venue celebrates 20 years with special activities; gates open 8 a.m.

for early buying at 10 a.m., and general admission begins at 2 p.m. with extended hours

until 7 p.m. Hcurs on March 29-31: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Hours on April 1: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Admission is $10, except for early buying, which is $25. Tickets are good for the entire

week of the show. Call 800/947-5799; www.roundtop-marburger.com.

this fanciful object fascinates me.
Mirt introduces me to Donald King

Cowan, an antiques appraiser from
Dallas and Marburger'E own "Authen-
"icity Advisor," who helps dealers ver-
ify the age of their wares.

Using an Early American cabinet as
an example, he describes what he looks
for: "Here, we see circular sawmarks
,hat were in common use by 1830. And
we look at these square nails, generally
used from 1790 to 1890. Then around
-890, what we think of as a nail comes
into use. When we look at all of this, we
can tell by these clues when the piece

was made. But when older nails get
replaced with newer ones, you gotta
back up and take another look."

Don wishes us "a good wander,"
and soon we hear the clanging of the
opening day bell from the show office.
Throngs of eager shoppers rush into
their favorite tents and buildings. I
pick up a copy of the Marburger guide
The Howdy at the show office, which
includes maps and lists of dealers.

In one of the first tents I visit, items
ranging from a 1950s chrome-and-For-
mica dinette set and colorful outboard
motors from the '60s pique my interest.

Download the NEW Big Bend App from JustAhead.com
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Then I spot a repurposed side table

with a round metal top and a curvy

base resembling a modern-art sculp-

ture, priced at $225. Not bad, I think.

I find the dealer, who tells me the ta-

ble base is an old 60-pound ship weight.

He offers to reduce the price and says

that I can drive my vehicle up to his

booth to pick it up later. But I still have

at least seven more tents to explore!

I decline, knowing I might regret it.

Throughout my wander, I see a

surrealistic smorgasbord of stuff, such

as abstract paintings created by an

itinerant oilfield worker 50 years ago,

a lounge chair upholstered in fluffy

vicuna with elk antler legs, and a sev-

en-foot, bottle-shaped 18th-Century

English wine cabinet.

Dealers are delighted to share stories

Everything is Bigger in Texas -
Especially the Talent

The Young Texas Artists Music Competition is an official music
competition of the State of Texas and has been furthering
artistic growth in youth since 1983. March 9-11 an esteemed
panel of judges will select the creme de la creme of classical
music in the historic Crighton Theatre. For more information
on Young Texas Artists Music Competition and everything else
there is to do in Conroe, visit PlayInConroe.com. coN

YOLg Icxas Artists EXAS 4
MUSIC COMPETITION

COkROE
PlaylnConroe.com

Order your 24 page
Visitors Guide today.

about their pieces. At Found Images,
I admire vivid postcards from the
1940s and '50s printed onto vintage

lampshades. Overall, the dealers seem

more like guardians than sellers as

they speak in earnest about their items,

and even refer me to other Antiques

Week venues selling similar work.

Excited shoppers around me are ask-

ing, "When is Joanna Gaines coming?"

referring to the better half of HGTV's

Fixer Upper, the popular home renova-

tion series filmed in Waco. The Gaine-

ses, as well as Matthew McConaughey

and his wife, Camilia Alves, come here

frequently. Although Marburger has a

heliport on-site, those who use it tend to
be less well-known.

Among the French country antique

armoires and gilded chandeliers cost-
ing thousands, I discover a midcentury

burled-walnut desk that's comparable
in price to a brand-new, mass-produced

version. And this desk comes with a

history-when it was made, how many

people owned it, and where they were
from. These are the attributes cher-

ished by those who value the quality

of time-honored goods.
According to Marburger CEO

Ashley Ferguson, "We strive for an

eclectic group of dealers, with items

from the highly affordable to the high

end. It's really important to us that

anybody who comes through these
gates can find something. That's our

goal-we want everyone to have a

good experience."
The playful pairings of old-world

antiques next to retro-modern pieces

are works of art themselves. Mirt says

wandering through the booths at Mar-

burger gives her a feeling of serenity.
Her remark reminds me of the line

from the film Breakfast at Tiffany's,
what Holly Golightly said about the
famed jewelry store: "... nothing very

bad could happen to you there." L

SHOPPING TIPS

_ Find tips on shopping and

planning your Marburger Farm

visit at texashighways.com.

14 texashighways.com
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Gone Ameripolitan
Annual awards show shoots a flare for country roots music

story by Matt Joyce

VETERAN AUSTIN 
HONKY-TONKER 

DALE WATSON

to strangers-the curious truck-stop bystander in-
trigued by Watson's tour bus emblazoned with his

autograph or the barber trimming his signature pompadour be-

fore a far-flung road show.

"I used to say proudly and matter-of-factly, 'Country,"' says

Watson, whose original songs bear the influence of traditional

masters like Merle Haggard, George Jones, and Red Simpson.

But as mainstream country music has increasingly assimilated

the sounds of pop, rock, and rap, Watson finds himself backped-

aling: "I'm country music, but ... and then I would spend 15 or 20
minutes telling them what I'm not. So I found it easier to educate,

rather than re-educate. And that's why we came up with a differ-

ent name that would apply to us."

True to the
irreverent

sensibilities
of the

musicians
carrying the

torch for
Ameripolitan

music, the
show romps
with humor,

rebellion, and
rollicking

music.

Thus was born "Ameripolitan"

music, a genre incorporating "original

music with prominent roots influence,"

namely bands playing original honky-

tonk, rockabilly, Western Swing, and

outlaw country. And to support and en-

courage other musicians who may fall

through the mainstream cracks, in

2013 Watson launched the Ameripolitan

Music Awards.

The fourth edition of the Ameripoli-
tan Music Awards takes place Feb-

ruary 15 at the century-old Paramount

Theatre in downtown Austin. Along

with awards, the show includes

Nashville duo Doyle & Debbie at the 2016 Ameripolitan Music Awards.

Photo: Eric 1 Schlegel
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musical performances and tributes to

early heroes of country and rockabilly

music-legends such as George Jones,

Charley Pride, Wanda Jackson, and

Ray Price. This year's show will feature

about 15 musical performances, includ-

ing Jesse Dayton, Bonnie Montgomery,
Jake Penrod, and Junior Brown

(who will be presented with the 2017

"Keeper of the Flame" award). The

2017 Founders of the Sound honorees

are Bob Wills' Texas Playboys and The

Crickets, who got their start as Buddy

Holly's bandmates.
"As the name implies, they're the

roots-they invented a type of music

that people could grow on," Watson says.

The Ameripolitan Music Awards

has many of the trappings of a glitzy

awards night-a red carpet entry for

the nominees, semi-celebrity awards

presenters, a topnotch house band,

hefty bronze trophies, and emotional

acceptance speeches. But true to the ir-

reverent sensibilities of the musicians

carrying the torch for Ameripolitan

music, the show also romps with hu-

mor, rebellion, and rollicking music.

The fun starts with the musicians'

arrival, designed to make a splash in

the heart of town on historic Congress

Avenue. At last year's show, Darci

Carlson, a Seattle-based singer-

songwriter nominated last year and

this year in the "outlaw female" cat-

egory, arrived on the back of a Harley

Davidson, escorted by a pack of burly

bikers. Others made the scene in pris-

tine vintage hotrods. Watson himself

showed up in a 1941 Mercury, chauf-

feured by Steve Wertheimer, owner

of the Continental Club, a popular

Austin venue for country, rock, and

rockabilly bands. The musicians then

queue up to walk the red carpet and

pose for photos-a parade of Western-

cut suits, cowboy hats, leather jackets,

tattoos, sparkly gowns, horn-rimmed

glasses, long beards, and sculpted hair.

Asleep at the Wheel bandleader

Ray Benson, who will return as the

show's co-host this year, opened last

year's event with a question: "Do we

really need another awards show?"

Benson went on to dismiss the popular

awards shows that air on network TV,

such as the Country Music Associa-

tion awards-"CMA stands for Coun-

try My A**"-and compared the origin

of the Ameripolitan Music Awards to

that of the Academy of Country Music

in 1964. At that time, bands in the

Western United States playing styles

like the Bakersfield Sound, Western

Swing, and cowboy music felt ignored

by the Nashville establishment and re-

sponded by starting their own awards.

"That's what needed to be done now,"

Benson, himself the recipient of two

Ameripolitan awards, told the crowd.

"You are going to see folks who are leg-

ends of all time ... and folks who will

become legends because of y'all."

Fans nominate musicians for the

awards via the Ameripolitan website,

and then vote on the nominees to se-

lect the winners. The show includes

16 awards, such as outlaw or rocka-

billy male and female, Western Swing

group, Ameripolitan venue, and Amer-

ipolitan DJ. With five or more nomi-

nees in each category, the show draws

around a hundred nominated musi-

cians, who sit among the audience

at the sold-out Paramount (capacity

1,270). The show's informality is part
of the fun-rubbing shoulders with the

honorees in the aisles and lobby bar.

"We're not the mainstream of
anything, but we've got a niche.
We're trying to pinpoint where
this music can be found."

Texas boasts the largest share of

award nominees with 22, but the field

is geographically diverse. This year,
the 95 nominees represent 22 states

and eight countries, including Sweden,

Austria, Germany, Italy, Spain, Aus-

tralia, Canada, and England.

Charlie Thompson's journey from

his hometown of East Grinstead, Eng-

land, paid off last year when he won the

honky-tonk male award. Decked out

in a Western leisure jacket and white

kerchief, Thompson credited the sin-

cerity of American roots music for its

international reach. "It comes from the

heart, it doesn't come from the bank

account," says Thompson, who recalls

his early introduction to country music

through his father's Slim Whitman

LP, Indian Love Call. "And I think this

music will always win through because

people love to hear something that's

real, soulful, from the heart."

Photo: Erich Schlegel16 texashighways.com



The concentration of musicians, club
owners, disc jockeys, and reccrd labels
on hand for the awards show creates a

prime networking opportunity. On the
weekend before the show, the organiza-
tion schedules a series of showcases in
Austin music clubs, giving bands and
fans the opportunity for more music
and interaction.

"Part of the goal is to connect every-
body," Watson says. "We're not the
mainstream of anything, but we've
got a nic-e. We're trying to pinpoint
where this music can be found and
the people that help put it on."

Rosie Flores, the Austin-based sing-
er, songwriter, and guitarist known as
the "rockabilly filly," won honky-tonk
and rockabilly honors in the Ameri-
politan Music Awards' inaugural year

and has been involved each yEar since
as a presenter or performer.

The awards are gratifying, she says,
"because I felt like my fans who were
voting for me were the culmination
of all the years I've been doing this. It
made me feel like all the work I've been
doing hasn't been for nothing. It's won-
derful to be recognized for what you do,
and I carry that with me."

As for the future, Watson plans to
continue the awards show as a means
of invigorating Ameripolitan artists
and rejuvenating the fan base. Maybe
someday he says, the show could be-

come a regular radio broadcast in the

spirit of Louisiana Hayride, a 1950s
show that popularized country-and-
western music around the naton.

"That's the future I'd like to See for
Ameripclitan music-a home. I used
to be really proud to say I'm a country

singer, and everyone knew what that

was. Maybe in the future that could
be: 'You play Ameripolitan music?

Oh, I get it.' L

THE AMERIPOLITAN
MUSIC AWARDS SHOW
is Feb. 15 at the Paramouit

Theatre in Austin. Visit

www.ameripolitan.com to buy

tickets and vote for awarc nominees.
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Hunt County Heroes
The Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum in Greenville

story by Paul McDonnold
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THE AUDIE MURPHY/AMERICAN COTTON MUSEUMin Greenville could just as easily be called the Hunt

County Historical Museum. But why not lead with

your best stuff?

Murphy, the war hero turned actor, and cotton both grew from

Hunt County's rich black soil. Both went on to change the world.

In their own ways, both were kings. Murphy won the most com-

bat decorations of any American soldier in World War II, while

a cotton compress in Greenville set world records for cotton pro-

duction twice in the early 20th Century.

Executive Director Susan Lanning says the museum was orig-

inally devoted to cotton and its role in local history. The Audie

Murphy section was added in 2000 when the museum acquired

a display from the local library, and the Murphy family contrib-

uted more to round out the exhibit.
Today, the museum embraces the full history of the area.

Artifacts such as pottery and arrowheads chronicle the story of

Murphy, the
war hero

turned actor,
and cotton
both grew
from Hunt
County's

rich black
soil. Both
went on

to change
the world.

In their own
ways, both

were kings.

the Caddo Indians, indigenous people

known for their farming and homes

made of prairie grass. In 1846, shortly

after Texas joined the United States,

the Texas Legislature created Hunt

County. Fueled by cotton, Hunt Coun-

ty's population jumped from about

6,500 residents to more than 47,000

between 1860 and 1900. (The current

population is around 87,000, according
to the U.S. Census Bureau.)

A 1906 Cadillac Model K and a

re-creation of a 1920s main street illus-

rate life in a Texas cotton town in the

early 20th Century. Visitors can win-

dow-shop five storefronts, including a

drug store, beauty salon, and clothing

store. The displays even include period

prices, such as a Coca-Cola for five

cents, purses for a dollar, and a gas

range for $59.95. Nearby, the museum

chronicles notable Hunt County resi-

dents from the era, including Gussie

Nell Davis. Davis was born in Farmers-

ville in 1906 and went on to found the

Kilgore College Rangerettes, a group

that revolutionized football half-time

entertainment.
In the museum's cotton exhibit, vis-

itors can feel raw cotton's soft fibers

clumped around small, hard seeds.

Hunt County's Blackland Prairie soil

and climate were well-suited to the

crop. With the arrival of the railroad
in the late 19th Century, growers built

gins in the county seat of Greenville,
and the town became known as the

cotton capital of Texas. Sharecroppers

did much of the farming, and the

museum's replica sharecropper cabin

depicts their hardscrabble living con-

ditions with its newspaper-insulated
walls and coal-burning stove.

A large photograph from the early

The museum chronicles the experience of local soldiers in World War I and World War II.

18 texashighways.comt
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1900s shows the local cotton compress
with bales stacked as far as the eye can

see, waiting to be loaded onto trains.

The four-story compress stopped op-
erating in 1991, but its 23-foot-long en-
gine enjoys an afterlife at the museum.

The cotton exhibit also highlights the
various uses of cottonseed and cotton-
seed oil, from crackers and ice cream to

toothpaste and cosmetics.
Like the cotton plant, Audie Murphy

found success as many things-soldier,

actor, poet, and songwriter. Large
framed paintings of Murphy flank the
entrance to a small theater where a

short film tells the story of his life.
Born to poor sharecroppers near

Kingston in 1925, Murphy had to grow
up fast when his father abandoned the
family. With only a fifth-grade educa-
tion, he picked cotton and did ether la-
borious jobs; hunting helped keep food

on the table. In 1941, Murphy's mother

passed away when he was only 16.

Later that year, Japan attacked

Pearl Harbor and drew the United

States into World War II. Murphy was

anxious to enlist, but he was initially
turned down because of his young age

and small size. Exaggerating his age

by one year, he managed to enlist in the

Army in 1942-all five-foot-five inches

and 112 pounds of him. He proved an

unusually brave and skilled soldier,
fighting in North Africa and across

Europe, rising in the ranks and win-

ning 33 combat decorations, including

the Medal of Honor.

The museum's biopic chronicles
the bravery that won Murphy's Medal

of Honor decoration. On January

26,1945, in the Vosges Mountains of

THE AUDIE MURPHY/
AMERICAN
COTTON MUSEUM,
at 6001-30 in Greenville,
opens Tue-Sat, 10-5. Guided

tours are available to groups

of 10 or more by appoirtment.

Call 903/450-4502;
www.cottonmuseum.com.

France, German tanks and infantry
attacked Murphy's company. Knowing
they were outnumbered, he ordered

his men to fall back into the woods for

cover. Murphy stayed in the open to
direct artillery fire by field radio. Then
he climbed onto a crippled, burning
American tank to fire its machine
gun at the advancing troops. He stayed
there an hour, shooting dozens of

German infantrymen, some within

10 yards of the tank. With a leg wound
and out of ammunition, he fell back
into the woods, rallied his company,

and counterattacked. The Germans

withdrew.

Outside of the theater, numerous
exhibits honor Murphy as well as
other local veterans. Visitors can walk

through a re-creation of a World War I

trench as the sounds of battle explode
around them. Side-by-side dioramas

tell the moving story of a typical World
War II soldier on the front lines and

his wife back home. At the touch of a
button, each reads aloud a letter from

the other.
Murphy returned home famous

for his combat exploits. That led to a
successful career in Hollywood as an

actor, including playing himself in
the 1955 blockbuster To Hell and Bach.
But he was also haunted by periods of

depression and what today would be

called post-traumatic stress disorder.

He used his fame to call for more re-

sources to help soldiers dealing with

such issues. In 1971, Murphy died

when a small plane he was riding in
crashed during a storm in the moun-

tains of Virginia. He was 45 years old.

The museum ends where it be-

gins, at a well-stocked gift shop. But

there's still more to see. On the 10-

acre grounds outside, a larger-than-

life statue of Murphy stands vigilant,

and two historic structures-an 1852

settlers' cabin and Greenville's oldest

standing house, built in 1859-wel-
come visitors. Like the exhibits inside

the museum, they present an exciting,
wide-ranging story-the history of

Hunt County. L
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San Antonio's Grande Dames
Luxurious lodgings with history

story by Melissa Gaskill

seated in a pair of vivid green, high-backed chairs. Light

streaming through a row f French doors throws shad-

ows on the patterned carpet and highlights the gleam-

ing inlaid rosewood of a grand piano. A marble stairwell winds

gracefully to the second floor, and the ambiance suggests a by-

gone era of San Antonio's rich history.

By all appearances, it could easily :e 1935, when St. Anthony

Hotel owner Ralph Waldo Morriscn filled the lobby with French

Empire furniture, sculptures, paintings, tapestries, and a 1927
Steinway piano built for the Russian Embassy. Yet my visit takes

place in 2016, a year after the hotel's latest restoration.
I love historic hotels-their architecture, atmosphere, and

stories. Staying in one gives me a glimpse into the history of the

city I'm visiting. I also love San Antonio, a city rich in reasons

to visit, both old and new.

San Antonio
was the

state's most
populous city

in 190D,
and these

hotels filled
a growing
need for
lodging

and places
to conduct
business.

Three grand San Antonio hotels,
the St. Anthony, Gunter, and Crockett,
opened in 1909. The timing is hardly

a coincidence. Founded at the cross-
roads of early travel routes, San Anto-
nio saw significant growth after Texas

became part of the Union and again

with the arrival of the railroad in 1877.
According to the Texas Almanac, San

Antonio was the state's most populous
city in 1909. And, says architect Irby
Hightower, principal of Alamo Archi-
tects Inc., these hotels filled a growing

need for lodging and places to conduct

business. Even during tough economic
times in the 1920s and 1930s, San

Photos: Will van Overbeek20 texashighways.com
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Antonio prospered thanks to oil and

ranching money. Through the years,

these hotels made enough money to
remain open but not so much to tempt

their owners to tear them down and

build something bigger. All three have

continuously operated as hotels, and

thanks to recent renovations, they re-

tain their original grandeur.

The St. Anthony opened first, built

by cattlemen B. L. Naylor and A. H.

Jones three blocks from the Alamo.
They incorporated luxurious -ouches,

such as tile and marble, steamed and
chilled water, and telephones -n the

guest rooms. Hotelier Ralph Morri-
son, who loved both art and antiques,

bought the hotel in 1930. A reconfigu-
ration in 1959 added a color scheme by

New York designer Dorothy Draper

(whose favorite color, a vivid g-een,

was reintroduced with the 2015 resto-
ration) and the St. Anthony Club, the
first place San Antonians could buy

cocktails. Many a business deal trans-
pired within its wood-paneled walls,
including the beginnings of Southwest
Airlines, sketched out on a cocktail

napkin by businessman Herb Kelleher.

The property's latest restoration un-

covered original Venetian-tile mosaics,
restored sculptures and tapestries,
and brought back the Steinway. When
I visit San Antonio, even if I'm not

staying at the hotel, I enjoy a stroll in
the elegant lobby as well as dining at
the hotel's restaurant, Rebelle, which
blends stylish lighting and sparkling
tile with Mission-style archways and
balconies, and presents a menu full
of sophisticated steak, fish, and vegeta-
ble dishes.

A few blocks away, the Gunter Hotel
bears the name of Jot Gunter, a ranch-
er and real estate investor who helped
finance the building in the early days
of the 20th Century. In 1924, the hotel
was sold to hotelier T.B. Baker, who

expanded and remodeled the hotel in
1926. The Gunter grew popular as a
resting place for cattlemen, politicians,

entertainers, and military personnel.
People flocked to open-air dances on
its roof throughout the Depression and
World War II, and Delta blues guitarist

Robert Johnson held his first record-
ing session here in 1936.

Now known as the Sheraton Gunter
and recently renovated, this hotel
sports a mix of historic and modern
elements. The lobby, for example,
showcases original, inlaid wooden

floors and decorative ceilings, con-
trasted with modern touches, such as
illuminated, fabric-draped columns.
A series of displays in the basement
includes historic postcards, photos
of San Antonio's annual Battle of the
Flowers, original room keys, hotel
ledgers, and photos of staff members
and famous guests, including Sam

Rayburn and Mae West.
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The Gunter's casual lobby restau-
rant, Market On Houston, serves

breakfast, lunch, and dinner, with

more than 18 craft beers and 20 wines

by the glass at a bar in the corner, plus

house-made pastries, breads and des-

serts, and coffee drinks.

Many a business deal trans-
pired at the St. Anthony Club,
including the beginnings of
Southwest Airlines, sketched
out on a cocktail napkin by
businessman Herb Kelleher.

The third "grande dame" hotel to

open in 1909, the Crockett, was built
as a lodge and hotel by the Three Link

Fraternity, a fraternal organization

that dates to 18th-Century England.

A seven-story west wing was added in

1927. In 1982, San Antonio native John

Blocker bought the hotel and renovated

it based on vintage photographs that

showed original architectural details.

Another renovation in 2007 updated

the guest rooms and suites. The Crock-

ett offers a free buffet breakfast, and

the hotel's bar, Ernie's, features Texas

craft beers and spirits.

Continuously operating for more

than a century, the Crockett stands on

part of the original Alamo grounds

and bears the name of one of its most

famous defenders, David Crockett.

If you're lucky enough to reserve a

room overlooking the Alamo complex,
the view may whisk you away to San

Antonio's early days. L

SAN ANTONIO'S
HISTORIC HOTELS

The St. Anthony Hotel is at 300

E. Travis St. Call 210/227-4392;
www.thestanthonyhotel.com.

The Sheraton Gunter Hotel
is at 205 E. Houston St.

Call 210/227-3241;
www.sheratongunter.com.

The Crockett Hotel is at

320 Bonham. Call 210/225-6500;
www.crocketthotel.com.

22 texashighways.com
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Huntsville's Farmhouse Cafe specializes in Southern comfort-food favorites, such as chicken-and-dumplings ard pork roast, and plenty of pie.

Photo: Kevin Stillman
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NSIDE THE MODEST PAINTED-BRICK BUILDING

that houses Huntsville's Farmhouse Cafe, comfort

awaits-both on the plate and in spirit. In the springtime,

large planters on the restaurant's side patio brim with

cheerful sunflowers, and year-round when the wind blows, an

old-fashioned windmill spins steadily overhead, its tail assem-

bly painted to resemble the Texas flag. Inside, an American flag

hangs from an interior window, and the walls are decorated with

paintings of pigs, cows, roosters, and geese, along with diamond-

shaped mirrors, vintage advertisements, and wall planters full

of ivy and other greenery.

I'm still looking around, enjoying the whimsical decor and the

unmistakable aroma of fresh bread, when I hear excited chatter

from a nearby cafe table. I turn just in time to watch a server set

down plates of golden-brown chicken-fried steaks with cream

gravy, and I'm confident I've made the right lunchtime choice.

Almost immediately, a friendly hostess seats my dining

companion and me at a table covered in blue-and-white oilcloth.

Soon, we receive a large basket of fresh-baked rolls-wheat and

white alike, all with glistening, golden-brown tops. Served with

whipped butter and strawberry jam, they provide a rush of sat-

isfaction that only home-style comfort food can offer. We haven't

even opened our menus, but I'm already smitten with the Farm-

house Cafe, Huntsville's go-to spot for comfort food for 12 years.

With the
revival of

traditional,
sometimes

dormant
recipes, that
old-school

vibe springs
to life in the
Farmhouse
Cafe's daily
blue-plate
specials.

"We wanted a hole-in-the-wall type

of place without it actually being a

hole-in-the-wall," says owner and man-

ager Brian Koerselman, who runs the

restaurant with his wife, Karen. "We

came up with this concept of doing

what we call 'good ol' comfort food'-

Southern cuisine-that you don't see

much anymore."
With the revival of traditional, some-

times dormant recipes, that old-school

vibe springs to life in the Farmhouse

Cafe's daily blue-plate specials. Take,

for example, the chicken-and-dump-

lings teeming with vegetables in a rich

golden gravy; the pork roast served with

a mound of white rice topped with sa-

vory brown gravy; or the unusual poppy

seed chicken-a creamy casserole of

rice, tender chicken chunks, and poppy

seeds, topped with a crunchy crust. All

come with a choice of side dishes; hot

options might include mac-and-cheese,

pinto beans, a loaded baked potato, fried

N

Some regulars frequent the Farmhouse Cafe for its side dishes, which range from mac-and-cheese to turnip greens.

24 texashighways.com 
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okra, sweet potato fries, or stewed

turnip greens; cooler options include to-

mato-cucumber salad, coleslaw, chilled
macaroni salad, or fruit salad of straw-

berries, bananas, and pineapple.

The Farmhouse Cafe puts the poppy

seed chicken on the "specials" menu
on Monday nights, and it has become

one of the restaurant's most popular

recipes. "A five-year-old likes it; an

85-year-old likes it," Brian notes. "Pop-

py seed chicken is an old, old recipe
we've had forever that we would actu-

ally eat on Saturday or Sunday nights
as a family."

While the Farmhouse Cafe reigns
as one of Huntsville's culinary strong-

holds, the Koerselmans have since
embarked on other food ventures. A

few years after the Farmhouse Cafe

opened, the Koerselmans and Karen's

mother, Ginny Renfro, learned that

King's Candies and Ice Cream-an

old-fashioned soda fountain, candy

store, and lunch spot located on Hunts-

ville's central square-was up for sale.
The family decided to ?xpand their

business and bought King's.
Renamed Farmhouse Sweets & Eats,

this new undertaking focuses on fare

such as fresh soups, sandwiches made
with homemade bread salads, and
the Sweets & Eats signature dessert-
fried pies filled with apples, berries, and
other fruits. A Sweets &. Eats fried pie
tastes even better topped with a scoop
of vanilla ice cream from the eatery's

historic soda fountain.

"There's nothing wrong with old-
school and simple," Brian points out.
"It's refreshing, and there are very few
people who walk in the door who don't
appreciate it."

In 2015, Brian and Karen expanded

again when they openec Farmhouse

on the Lake on the shores of nearby
Lake Livingston. A friend had lobbied
them to consider acquiring a building

THE FARtM HOUSE CAFE
is at 100414th St. in Huntsville.

Call 936/435-1450;

www.farmhousecafe.net.

Farmhouse Sweets & Eats is

at 111211th St. in Huntsville;

call 936/291-6988. Farmhouse
on the Lake is at 15152 US 190
in Onalaska; call 936/646-2200.

on the lake, but the couple resisted at

first. "I was so busy, I didn't even want

to think about it," Brian explains. But
a few months later, he says, "I walked
in the door with 'no' coming out of my
mouth-and the place was amazing.

In about 20 minutes I was on the phone
with the owner, making plans to buy it."

Food isn't the only thing that har-

kens to past decades. Brian encourages

his staff-often college students work-
ing their way through school-to "do
the simple things" and treat customers
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as if they were guests in their own
homes. "Customer service is just some-
thing that's kind of gone," he says.
"We're not in the job of saying 'no.' If

we can do it, let's do it!"

The menus for all Farmhouse lo-

cations center on great service and
Southern-style comfort food. Along

with those incredible homemade rolls,

the Farmhouse's fried green toma-

toes-served with a side of ranch

dressing-inspire repeat visitors. The

chicken-fried steak-breaded and

browned to perfection-comes with its

own accolades. And as the Farmhouse

chefs are masters of all things bread,

the breading differs according to the

The menus for all
Farmhouse locations
center on great service
and Southern-style
comfort food.

dish-cornmeal breading on the cat-
fish and a beer-style batter for the fried
green tomatoes, for example. Sand-

wich aficionados will delight in the old-

school Monte Cristo, a ham-and-cheese

sandwich lightly battered and fried

(the Farmhouse Cafe dusts theirs with

confectioner's sugar and a side of rasp-

berry jam). The menus for all three

locations also offer seafood options
like coconut shrimp, crab cakes, a

shrimp avocado salad, and flavorful

blackened tilapia.
As I wrap up my meal at the Farm-

house Cafe, I'm distracted by a collec-

tion of house-made pies in an antique

glass case behind the main counter.

Here are at least a dozen varieties-

peanut butter pie with a whipped

topping and drizzled with chocolate,
lemon pie topped with a pillowy me-
ringue, pecan pie packed with plump

nuts-each a showstopper and all

daring me to try them. I'm so full that

I draw away, shaking my head no.

I can't commit to them this evening,
but I'll return to the Farmhouse Cafe

soon and stake my claim. .

B a

26 texashighwas.com

4W. '



DRINK

Head East
What's brewing in East Texas

story by Phil West

A S THE CRAFT-BEER MOVEMENT EXPLODES IN THE
Lone Star State, well-made beers are originating be-
yond Texas' major cities and long-established small-
town breweries. This is particularly evident in East

Texas. BEer-lovers seeking new breweries to explore should
drive 90 minutes east of the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex, or

a few hours north from either Austin or Houston, to visit three
breweries separated by just 60 miles of tree-shaded roads.

In Tyler, friends Ryan Dixon, Stephen Lee, and Dan Griffith
founded True Vine Brewing Company in 2011 after several years
of experimentation in Dixon's garage. The microbrewery shares

space with a mechanic's shop in a squat brick building not far
from Texas 31, in what Dixon calls a "forgotten neighborhood"

Visit three
breweries
separated

by just
60 miles of
tree-shaded

roads.

that's ripe for new energy. In fact,
only a silver sign with the True Vine
logo-a collage representing water,
barley, hops, and carbonation-gives
away the building's identity.

True Vine sold its first kegs in the
Tyler market in 2014, and a few years

later has created encugh demand
in Tyler and beyond-including

restaurants in Dallas, Longview, and

Canton-to invest in bigger and better

equipment to expand.

"One of my inspirations for True
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Tyler's True Vine Brewing Company opens for tours and tastings on Friday and Saturday nights.

Photo C Tiffany Hofeldt
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Vine was a book titled The Searchfor

God and Guinness," Dixon says. "It's

a biography about the Guinness family

and their philanthropic heart and

positive impact on their community.

Before True Vine was officially formed.

my desire was to do what they did

here in Tyler, creating great beer anc

community."

And he and his partners have done

that. The brewery opens for tours

and tastings on Friday and Saturday

nights, and especially shines on the

last Saturday of every month, when

True Vine opens its doors to the public

for a family-friendly event called Oper

Taps, held both in the brewery prop er
and on the shady lawn known as The

Backyard. Here, a wooden stage host-

ing live music contributes to the casual

FIND MORE ONLINE
Learn about Come and Take It, Athens

one-stop shop for beers and gourmet

foods, at texashighways.com.

feel of a neighborhood house party

where everyone's chosen to gather

outside.
Early in the evening, before Open

Taps' live entertainment begins, a

DJ mixes contemporary tunes with

chestnuts from the '8os and '90s.

Young couples, groups of friends, and

families sit at picnic tables distributed

throughout the yard's expanse, or

lounge around the periphery in camp-

ing chairs brought from home. Nearby,

friends deftly string up hammocks

between pairs of sturdy trees. Kids

wait in a short line with their parents

for True Vine's non-alcoholic root

beer, while other children scamper

up a hill at the edge of the property.

Inside, beer-lovers line up at the bar

to exchange wooden tokens (two are

included in the $10 admission fee) for

a Rose City Pale Ale made with rose

hips, a blonde ale called Mermaids &

Unicorns, or a coffee porter with a com-

plexity miles beyond what you'd expect

to find in the heart of East Texas.

Cedar Creek Brewery in Seven Points has

a restaurant, taproom, and outdoor biergarten;

the Athens Brewing Company's pet-friendly

courtyard doubles as a live-music venue.

"Beer is an equalizer," Dixon says.

"No matter who you are, what you

look like, your status, or what you're

going through, beer puts us all on the

same level and real conversations

can happen."
Tyler's not the only East Texas town

aiming for community through good

beer. Drive 35 miles west from Tyler

on Texas 31 and you'll reach the town

square of Athens, home to the new

Athens Brewing Company, which does

business in a three-story brick building

that dates to the 1800s. Last September,
the brewery held a grand opening party

to herald the launch of its gastropub-

style menu and pet-friendly courtyard,

which doubles as a cozy live-music

venue most Saturday nights. The brew-

ery and restaurant open Thursday

through Sunday for tastings, plus din-

ing at lunch and dinner.

"The food is designed with the

beer in mind," says A.J. Campbell,
one of the two principal brewers for

Athens Brewing, noting they've cre-

ated beer-based mustard, marinades,

and even salad dressing for a menu

Photos: Tiffany Hofeldt
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that includes sliders and coffe a-rubbed
chicken wings.

The beer is adventurous even by
craft-brewery standards. Two of its

best-known beers are an apricot ale

(which features the fruit judiciously,

only hinting at sweetness) and its
Piney Woods Double IPA, which skill-

fully combines hops with sage and

juniper to impart an unusual but satis-

fying evergreen essence. They've also

created what they playfully call an
F Bomb IPA, and their black IPA sur-
prises me with a malty, smoky flavor

and a body that's much lighter than
its ebony color suggests.

Northwest of Athens at an outpost
called Seven Points, you'll find :he re-
gion's best-established brewery Cedar
Creek Brewery, which dates to 2012

and now distributes its beers through-
out Texas and into five other states.

Guided tours on Saturdays highlight
the brewery's canning machine and

4

recently upgraded tanks, but most vis-
-tors are more interested in how the
beer tastes. Thanks to Cedar Creek's

restaurant, taproom, and outdoor bier-

garten (all open Thursday through
Sunday), beer-lovers have plenty of op-
portunity to sample some of the eight
beers typically on offer.

The taproom serves a five-beer flight

option for those who want to experi-

ment. Among the standbys worth
investigating: The slightly tart Lawn
Ranger Cream Ale, the Weize Ass

(a lemony and light Hefeweizen that

drifts into saison territory), and the
Dankosaurus IPA, with pine, citrus,

and tangerine notes.

Co-owner Jim Elliott, who first
thought about creating a brewery

when he moved to the region in 2008,
notes that some East Texas cities and
counties were dry until recently, and

changes in the laws have helped ex-
pand the market for craft beer. "We're
not interested in making beers that
everyone else makes. Quality's most

important to us, but we also try to

do things a little differently." L

HEROES
BORN

HERE.
Experience a place where the heroes of today can honor
the heroES of the past, and inspire the heroes of torrorrow.
From the Admiral Nimitz Museum, tD the Pacific Combat
Zone, to the interactive George H.W. Bush Gallery, the
National Museum of the Pacific Wa- offers an exciting telling of
WWII in the Pacific, and the rich stcry of the fight fo- our freedor
PacificWarMuseum.org

NATIONAL MUSEUM
DfPAWCIFIAR
Nam.o flal tl AMiai ara I., FrweioEchag, TIn.
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EAST TEXAS BREWERIES

True Vine Brewing Company is at 219 S. Englewood Ave. in Tyler.

Call 903/600-0124; www.truevinebrewing.com.

Athens Brewing Company is at 101 E. Tyler St. in Athens.

Call 903/952-7493; www.athensbrewingco.com.

Cedar Creek Brewery is at 336 E. Cedar Creek Parkway in Seven Points.

Call 903/432-2337; www.cedarcreekbrewery.com.
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Hot off the Griddle
San Antonio's Magnolia Pancake Haus

story by Melissa Gaskill

LIKE MANY TEXANS WHO HAVE A FONDNESSfor pancakes, I keep a list of favorite places to eat them.

Magnolia Pancake Haus in San Antonio recently

joined that list. On a recent visit, after perusing the

menu at length and admiring the dozens of commemorative sou-

venir plates that serve as decoration, I ordered Magnolia's "world

famous" buttermilk pancakes with blueberries. The short stack

came cooked to perfection, evenly browned and fluffy, with a

fresh, slightly sweet taste.

"People always try to figure out what we put in our pancake

batter," says owner Robert Fleming. "We use all fresh ingredi-

ents but keep the recipe simple: butter, sugar, flour, buttermilk.

It's the proportions that make it special, and also the fact that

we make our batter fresh throughout the day. Fresh ingredients

make for a great pancake."

Most of the restaurant's menu items are made from scratch, he

adds. "We make our own syrup, do our corned-beef from scratch,

cure our own bacon, and we even smoke our pork shoulder for

the pork hash. We don't cut corners."
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Along with the famous pancakes, the

restaurant is well-known for its over-

stuffed omelets, including an unusual

jambalaya version. "It's a traditional,
New Orleans-style jambalaya, with

chicken, smoked sausage, bell peppers,

celery, and onion-but in an omelet," he

says. "It's my personal favorite."

Fleming graduated from culinary

school in Chicago in 1975 and worked

as a chef or general manager at a long

list of hotels and restaurants in several

cities, including San Antonio, Minne-
apolis, and Dallas. In 1998, he and his

wife, Sheila, decided to return from Big
D to San Antonio, where they had met

and married. Fleming had always ex-

hibited an entrepreneurial streak, and

he wanted to put down roots for their

daughter, then a sixth-grader.

A pancake house made sense for two

reasons. First of all, focusing on break-

fast meant he could be at home with

his family for dinner. Second, he had

a special recipe. "I had acquired a pan-

cake recipe from an old friend, a Swed-

ish chef who worked for me in Min-

nesota," says Fleming. "That was 30

years ago, and he was about 65 at the

time, and he told me that he got it from

his grandmother years before. So the

recipe is at least 150 years old."

The original Magnolia Pancake Haus

opened in 2000 on Embassy Oaks in
north San Antonio. The second loca-

tion, on Huebner Road, opened in 2012

with on a spacious, wooded corner not far

ous from Six Flags Fiesta Texas. Because

es, the restaurant closes after lunch ser-

au- vice, he wanted to do more with the

S land, and an event space seemed a

own natural fit. In fall 2016, the Flemings

is opened The Halle, an airy, urban "barn"

ffed that can accommodate 300 people.

ts, The couple's daughter held the first

ng wedding there, but contrary to rumors,

ual Fleming says that's not why he built it.

aya "The northwest area of town is very

n. vibrant and growing quickly," he says.

"We saw a need for a community gath-

ering spot. The Halle is a beautiful,

traditional timber-framed structure,

with lots of natural light, wrought-iron



MAGNOLIA
PANCAKE HAUS
Both locations, at 606 Embassy

Oaks and 10333 Huebner Road
in San Antonio, open daily

7 a.m.- 2 p.m. See www.

magnoliapancakeha as.com.

chandeliers, and a grand limestone

fireplace, which is a focal point for par-

ties and other events."
Fleming sometimes reflects on how

a pancake recipe changed the course of

his life. Interestingly, he says =e wasn't
a big pancake fan growing up. That old
recipe from his Swedish colleague con-

verted him.
"My wife and I travel a lot, and we

eat breakfast at many different places,"
he says. 'I almost always get pancakes,
and I may be biased, but I've never

found one as good as ours. I've tried

some that came close-some that are
good, but none as good." L

RECIPE

APFEL PFANNE KUCH EN (picturedleft, in foreground)

You'll need an oven-proof, -0-inch saute pan. Preheat oven to 375 .

+1 Granny Smith apple, peeled, c
and sliced thinly

+1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

+1/8 teaspoon nutmeg

+1/2 cup whole milk
+1 tablespoon vanilla ext-act
+ 3 eggs

1. Place apple slices, cinnamon,

and nutmeg into the pan over

medium-low heat, and cook until

slightly soft, 3-5 minutes.

2. Meanwhile, prepare the

batter: Mix the milk, vanilla, ani

eggs in a bowl. Add the flour,
granulated sugar, and salt, and

whisk lightly. (Some lumps are

OK, but not too many.)

3. Increase the heat under the

apples to medium, and add the

brown sugar and butter. Cook until

a syrup forms (about 3 minutes)

then add the batter, all at once,

to the center of the pan. Swirl the

apple-syrup mix throughout the

batter (but don't mix thoroughly),

and cook until small bubbles form

around the edges.

4. Finish cooking the pancake in

the oven for 12 minutes. To serve,
invert a 12-inch pie plate over

the pan and flip the pan to turn

out the pancake. Sprinkle with

powdered sugar and top with

whipped cream.

A.
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+1/2 cup all-purpose flour

+1 teaspoon granulated sugar

+1/2 teaspoon salt

+ 1/2 cup brown sugar

+ 4 tablespoons butter
+ powdered sugar and whipped cream,

for serving

0
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he first lighthouses came to Texas

shores in 1852, built to guide ships
past sandbars and shoals at river

mouths and through tricky passes between

barrier islands. The government constructed
several types of lighthouses, including cast
iron, masonry, wood, and screw-pile styles.

While many have succumbed to storms, beach
erosion, or demolition, six sturdy sentinels

,s still mark our coast.

STORY BY LAURENCE and PATRICIA PARENT
PHOTOGRAPHS BY LAURENCE PARENT

33
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uilt in 1858 in the middle of Matagorda Bay to warn ships
1) away from a dangerous mud shoal, the Halfmoon Reef

Light Station is the oldest surviving wooden lighthouse in the

state. Perched above the waters of the bay on seven wrought-

iron piles driven into mud and sand, it -_as a style known as

screw-pile. The hexagonal structure built on top of the piling
is the only surviving wooden lighthouse in Texas. Although

diminutive, the lighthouse survived numerous hurricanes,
including the calamitous storms of 1875 and 1886 that twice

devastated Indianola. Finally, in 1942, a strong hurricane
knocked it off its pilings.

After years of deteriorating in a Point Comfort yard, Mr.
and Mrs. W.H. Bauer donated the lighthouse to the Calhoun

County Historical Commission in 1979. The commission

hauled it over the causeway to the side of Texas 35 in Port La-

vaca where Michael Crain restored it as his Eagle Scout proj-

ect. It's easy to visit the lighthouse at its location at the Bauer

Community Center, where the beautifully restored building

is a major landmark popular for weddings.
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She only lighthcuse with its tower open to visitors sits on the southern end of the Texas coast across
IL from South Padre Island. The U.S. government built the 50-foot brick lighthouse in 1853 on the site

of a supply depot used by Gen. Zachary Taylor during the Mexican-American War. Located on the south

end of Laguna Madre, the light guided sailors around South Padre Island through Brazos Santiago Pass
to Port Isabel, then known as Point Isabel.

As with other Texas lighthouses, Civil War battles damaged the Point Isabel Lighthouse. Fortunately,
the tower was built to last and was fully repaired and back in business by 1866. By the end of the 19th Cen-
tury, commercial shipping in the area had declined, and in 1905 the lighthouse was closed and left to decay.
However, in 1950 the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department's predecessor agency acquired it through do-
nation by private owners. Two years later, Texas designated the lighthouse a state historical site.

Temporarily closely for renovation until early spring, the tower is normally open daily from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. The lighthouse lies along Texas 100 in the middle of Port Isabel. Visitors can climb the 74 steps to

2 the top and step out onto the lantern room's balcony.

FEBRUARY 2017 35
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he Aransas Pass Lighthouse-sometimes called the
JL Lydia Ann Lighthouse-first sent its beam across the

waters near Port Aransas in 1857 to guide ships into Corpus
Christi Bay. It didn't shine long before Confederate troops blew
up the top 20 feet of the tower to prevent Union troops from
using it as a lookout. By 1867 reconstruction was done, and the
light re-entered service.

Over the years, Aransas Pass slowly shifted d south away from
the lighthouse, making it less and less suitable for guiding ships
into the bay. In 1952 the Coast Guard closed the lighthouse and
built a new automated light on a metal skeleton tower on the
south side of the pass. Private owners acquired the Aransas

i6 Pass Lighhouse in 1970. The current owner purchased it in

1973 and began a major restoration. The site now looks much
as it did in the 1940s. The tower was relit ir 1988 as a private
aid to navigation.

You can see the lighthouse to the east of Texas 361 across the
15 salt marshes as you approach the car ferry from the town of

Aransas Pass and from the channel's shore on the north side
of Port Aransas. For a close-up view, you can boat very near
the lighthouse, but you can't dock your boat because the island
is privately owned.

'4
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] erhaps a story on Texas lighthouses shouldn't
I include Louisiana's Sabine Pass, but the U.S.

Navy built the lighthouse in 1857 to protect major

Texas ports. Although the light lies on the Louisi-

ana side of the Sabine River, the best view of it is

from Texas. Like many Texas lighthouses, it played

a part in the Civil War. During the course of the war,
both sides used the tower as a spy platform. After

the war, the light continued to guide mariners to

the mouth of the Sabine River. When nearby jetties

were built and a new light was installed at the end

of the east jetty, the Sabine Pass Light became obso-

lete. It shone its last light in 1952.
For the best view, drive south of Port Arthur to

the village of Sabine Pass and take Farm-to-Market

3322 past Sabine Pass Battleground State Historic

Site. Several large oil and gas service industries line

the Sabine River on the east side of the road. The

best view is just past the last major industrial yard.

If you want to get closer, you can launch a boat from

the battleground's boat ramp and cross the channel.

38 texashighways.corn
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] oday the Bolivar Point Lighthouse looms quietly
over the marshes of the Bolivar Peninsula across

from Galveston Island, but the tower saved more than
100 people during the deadliest natural disaster in Amer-

ican history, the Galveston Hurricane of 1900. As the

sea level rose and 120 mph winds howled around the
swaying tower, terrified people jammed their way up the

interior stairs. The 15-foot storm surge pounded debris

into the sides of the 117-foot, brick-lined, cast-iron tower.
When the storm ended, shell-shocked survivors emerged

to find bodies all around and nothing else standing.

Since its reconstruction in 1872 after the original light-

house was destroyed during the Civil War, this hardy

tower has withstood numerous other storms. To visit

the Bolivar Point Lighthouse, you can take the car ferry

from Galveston to Port Bolivar and follow Texas 87 a

short distance to the lighthouse. You can't miss it; the

tower and keepers' quarters adjoin the highway. The

site is privately owned, so be sure to stay in the highway

right of way.
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F he Matagorda Lighthouse was built in 1852 to mark the
entrance of Matagorda Bay for the ports of Indianola

and Port Lavaca. During the Civil War, Confederate forces
tried to blow up the tower, fearing Union troops would cap-
ture it anl use it for a lookout. After the war, the Lighthouse
Board dismantled the tower and put the pieces in storage.
The cast-iron tower was rebuilt in 1873 on the west side of
Pass Cavallo. The lighthouse served as an active navigation

aid until 1995, when the Coast Guard closed it. In the late
1990s, Hcuston oilman Dewey Stringer led a push to restore
the decaying tower, starting by re-lighting the tower Decem-
ber 31, 1999, to welcome the new millennium. Restoration
was completed in 2004.

The Matagorda Lighthouse is publicly accessible, located
in the Matagorda Island Wildlife Management Area, but
is a bit of an adventure to visit. It requires boating to the
docks on the Espiritu Santo Bay side of the island from Port
O'Connor. From there you can either hike or mountain-bike
three miles to the lighthouse on island roads. The tower
and adjoining cemetery can be visited, but the lighthouse
interior is closed. L
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CHANCES ARE WON'T BE
HITCHHIKING OUT WESTANY TIME
SOON TO HIRE ON WITH A RANCH
OR JOIN A SHERIFF'S POSSE.
My boyhood fancies of a cowboy life on

the open range, fueled by Lone Ranger

reruns and imaginative bicycle esca-

pades around the neighborhood, lost

steam over time. But I've still got a

Lone Ranger poster, and I've still got

a mountain bike. And exploring the

Texas countryside by bicycle still kin-

dles my childlike excitement for ad-

venture, freedom, and fun.

Of course, if I were a cowboy, I

wouldn't be wearing spandex shorts

and pushing my bike up this steep hill

in the Chihuahuan Desert. I'm climb-

ing the side of the Wax Factory Lacco-

lith, the eroded remnants of an ancient

magma intrusion set among Big Bend

Ranch State Park's jagged ridges and

dry washes. Led by an experienced

guide, I've joined a couple of dozen

other bikers for a ride during the Chi-

huahuan Desert Bike Fest. Held an-

nually in February, Bike Fest draws

mountain bikers to the desert for three

days of riding in the state park, Big

Bend National Park, and Lajitas Trails.

The Big Bend is arguably Texas'
premiere destination for mountain

biking. Big Bend Ranch State Park

has more than 200 miles of multiuse

trails, including several popular sin-

gle-track biking routes. Big Bend Na-

tional Park's hiking trails are closed

to mountain biking, but bikes are al-

lowed on the park's 160 miles of un-

paved backcountry roads. And Laji-

tas Resort is home to a 25-mile trail

system-originally built for racing-

that's both riveting and accessible.

The Chihuahuan Desert's stark

beauty and thorny terrain distin-

guish it from other mountain-bik-
ing hotspots across the country. The

rugged setting is a challenge: Prickly

plants and tire-piercing crags line the

trails of gravel, sand, and rock; the des-

ert sun is intense; shade and water are

scarce. All that said, if you're prop-

erly prepared, the payoffs are mag-
nificent-exhilarating rides, soaring
vistas, inspiring isolation, and inter-

esting perspectives on the region's rich

cultural and natural history. And you

don't have to be an expert to give it a

try, thanks to a local biking commu-
nity that has blazed a trail for the sport
over the past 30 years.

"We didn't have trails when we

started riding out here, and so we spent
a lot of time riding creek beds and cow

paths and that kind of stuff," says Mike
Long, the director of Bike Fest.

Long moved to Terlingua in 1985
and now co-owns Desert Sports, an

outfitter, guiding company, and bike

shop. "You could tell the local moun-

tain bikers because their shins and

forearms were always shredded from

the thorns. We were always trespass-

ing, but we didn't even really think

about it, because no one was out here.
That has changed a lot, especially in

the last 10 to 12 years. So having access

to trail systems like Big Bend Ranch

State Park and the Lajitas Trails is
pretty huge. It gives us places to go

Opening spread: Cyclists explore

a bluff from the Dome Trail in

Big Bend Ranch State Park. This
spread: Riders navigate trails

near the Contrabando Waterhole

in the state park.
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ride, and it also makes it easier for us

to tell people where to go."

Desert Sports produces Chihua-
huan Desert Bike Fest in conjunction

with Big Bend Ranch State Park and
Lajitas Resort. The three-day event,

which benefits the Big Bend ''rails Al-
liance-the volunteer group that has

built or improved most of the moun-
tain-bike trails in Lajitas and the state

park-is an opportune introduction

to mountain biking in Big Bend. Held
at a time of year with a good chance

for cool, Sunny weather, the festival

BIG BEND B rKING
"n th vateso "i Bend,

schedules a slate of guided rides each
day, places water stations around the
riding areas, and coordinates a roving

bike patrol, including EMTs and vol-

unteers to assist with orientation and

mechanical issues. The support is a
safety net for mountain bikers who are
new to the area or want to test their
legs on new challenges.

Outside of the riding, Bike Fest

offers an opportunity for mountain-

bikers to geek out with kindred spirits
with parties, workshops, and games

such as bike-rolling and bike bunny-
hopping. In the late afternoons, the
sunburned riders exchange their hel-
mets and biking shoes for straw hats
and sandals and congregate at the
Maverick Ranch RV Park in Lajitas to
swap tales, pick some tunes, and check

out demo tents set up by several top-
of-the-game mountain-bike makers.

It's an amazing bicycle commu-

nity-this many people way out in the
middle of nowhere hanging out, hav-
ing a couple of beers, and talking about
their rides-it's really fun," marvels

,eft to right: Campsites at the

Aaverick Ranch RV Park in Lajitas

IBike Fest headquarters); riding

the Contrabando West Main Trail:

post-ride demos at headquarters.

Shea Webb, a San Angelino who at-

tended his first Bike Fest last winter.
"This place really caters to the moun-

tain biker this weekend. When we

were riding in the state park, we had
two or three trail guys [bike patrol]

with us all day to make sure we were

okay, make sure we weren't lost. If you

have a flat or mechanical issue, they

help you out."
The festival showcases a differ-

ent mountain-biking area on each

of its three days, although riders can

go wherever they please. Thursday's

showcase is a guided ride on Big Bend
National Park's Old Ore Road. The 29-
mile, one-way ride follows a mule-cart
mining trail as it descends through

rugged terrain to the Rio Grande Vil-
lage area, where hot springs await.

The festival helps arrange shuttles to

ferry riders back to their cars at the

starting point.

On Friday, the guided rides focus on
the Lajitas Trails, a thrilling system

of interconnected, single-track trails

that dip and swerve through fast-rid-
ing badlands. (Watch out for the white-
thorn acacia!) On Saturday, the guided

rides explore Big Bend Ranch State
Park with routes of varying length
and difficulty.

aa
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If you're up to it, the 58-mile IMBA
Epic Trail stretches deep into the

park. Bike Fest leads one- and two-day

versions of the ride, designated by the
International Mountain Biking As-

sociation as one of the world's "Epic"
rides for its rigorous trails and scenic

backcountry.

Of course, some mountain bikers

prefer to visit the region outside of

Bike Fest weekend to avoid the crowd

of about 500 riders who turn out for

the event. In Mike Long's opinion, the

best time to ride in Big Bend is actually

the weeksfollowing Bike Fest. That's

because you'll have the place mostly

to yourself, yet the trails are in their
top condition-rehabbed for the event

and then worn smooth by the recent

influx of riders.

Big Bend's mountain-biking season

lasts roughly from October through

April. You can ride in the summer, but

you're limited to the early morning
hours because the midday heat is down-
right dangerous. Mountain biking in

the region is realistically accessible for
people with moderate skill, experience,
and fitness, but the experts at Desert

Sports and Big Bend Ranch State Park

stress the need to be prepared for the

demanding environment.

You'll have more fun and pick up

confidence if you embark on your ini-

tial rides with experienced friends or

a guide from one of the outfitters. You

need a decent mountain bike that's in

working order along with basic knowl-

edge of a few mechanical skills, such
as replacing a tube and realigning

a slipped chain. Carry spare tubes,
preferably the type with sealant. Also

bring water-the state park recom-

mends about 1.75 gallons per day.
Experts also suggest familiarizing

yourself with the trail map before
setting off on a ride, and carrying a
map and compass. It's important

to visit with the guides at the local

bike shop or park rangers to get up-
to-date information on trail conditions.
You should notify somebody of your
planned route, including at park

headquarters. If possible, carry an

odometer, GPS unit, and satellite
phone. Cell phone service in the area

is minimal at best.

"You don't have to be an expert

to enjoy our trails, but you have to
remember where you are," says Na-

thanael Gold, superintendent of the
Big Bend Ranch State Park complex.
"The ambulance is hours away, and
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Chihuahuan Desert Bike Fest hosts

parties and a bike-tossing competition

at Maverick Ranch RV Park in Lajitas.

if you are seriously injured, it takes

hours to get to the hospital in Alpine. I
don't want to scare anyone from com-

ing out here, but I do want people to
use their good common sense and re-

ally evaluate themselves and be honest

with themselves-remember where

you are and remember who you are;

remember your skill level."

Gold's comments remind me of a

refrain I heard throughout Bike Fest:

There's no shame in walking-your

bike, that is-when you encounter a

section of trail that feels iffy or precari-
ous. It surely beats a damaging fall.

I followed this advice several times
during my Big Bend mountain biking
adventures-when losing momentum

on the final pedals of a steep climb up

ESSENTIALS: BIG BEND MOUNTAIN BIKING
Chihuahuan Desert Bike Fest takes place Feb. 16-18 in Big Bend Ranch

State Park, Lajitas, and Big Bend National Park. www.bikefest.desertsportstx.com.
Desert Sports, an outfitter, guiding company, and bike shop near

Terlingua, carries bike equipment and rents mountain bikes. Call 888/989-6900;
www.desertsportstx.com.

Big Bend Ranch State Park's East Contrabando and West Contrabando

trailheads, which access most of the park's mountain-biking trails, are on

FM 170. Visitors should check in at the Barton Warnock Visitor Center,
1 mile east of Lajitas on FM 170, to pay the $5 entrance fee. Call 432/424-3327;
www.tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/big-bend-ranch.

The Lajitas Trails depart from the Lajitas Airport trailhead on FM 170,
5 miles east of Lajitas Resort. No fee. Call 432/424-5000; www.lajitasgolfresort.com.

Big Bend National Park's hiking trails are closed to mountain biking,
but bikes are allowed on the park's paved and unpaved roads. Call 432/477-2251;

www.nps.gov/bibe/planyourvisit/biking.htm.

a plateau; when teetering alongside

spiky lechuguilla and ocotillo blades;
when barreling down a precipitous

hill of gravel interspersed with rock
ledges; or when simply taking a mo-

ment to enjoy new discoveries, like
the sparkling hillside of quartz on the
state park's Crystal Trail or the rem-

nants of an old candelilla wax factory
in Fresno Canyon.

And that slog up the Wax Factory
Laccolith that I mentioned earlier?

That walk paid off, too, when the
Fresno Divide trail flattened out and

revealed dramatic views in every
direction, from the Solitario flatirons
to the Rio Grande, the Sierra Rica
mountains in Mexico, and the faint
outline of the Chisos Mountains in

Big Bend National Park. I soaked it all
in and then rode off into the horizon,

just like the Lone Ranger. L.

Texas Highways Associate Editor Matt

Joyce always takes his bike along on road
trips.just in case. Photographer Erich
Schlegel keeps in shape mountain hik-
ing the trails near his Lake Travis home
when he's not traveling to shoot adven-
tures across Texas and the globe.
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O N I TOLD M WIrt, LAUIA, A1OUT 111 IM [ A KOAO) TKI
across the Rio Grande Valley, she was initially skeptical. "What will you

see that you haven't seen before?" she asked.

Her point was well-taken. Since we first moved to South Texas a

decade ago, I've done my fair share of traveling. And don't road trips typi-

cally involve some far-flung locale, rather than one's own backyard?

Still, I had an idea. What if instead of traveling in the fast lane of the expressway,

I traveled on the Valley's "old" highways-today's "business" routes-where I'd stop

for red lights in each new town, rather than zipping by in a blur of billboards and

chain restaurants?

And while our sedan isn't the shiny red convertible of the iconic road trip, it didn't

much matter. Given that the small cities of the Valley are strung close together like

a string of pearls, I wouldn't be doing much high-speed cruising, anyway. But as I

pulled out of our driveway in McAllen one cloudless winter morning and headed east

on old US 83, I did have the most important ingredient of any successful road trip:

A quest for discovery.

At my first stop in Pharr, near the inter-

section of US 281 and Business 83, the verti-

cal "Junction Cafe" sign beckoned from the

highway just as it has since 1939, when the

Tex-Mex diner served its first customers.

Back then, the six-lane expressways we now

call US highways 83 and 281 didn't exist, of

course; travelers took the "old" routes. These

days, the old highways are lined with historic

buildings, peculiar sights, and interesting at-

tractions that offer a wealth of stories about the

Rio Grande Valley.
I quickly learned, though, that Pharr's

Junction Cafe is not named for its location at

the junction of two highways. That became

apparent the moment I stepped inside and

saw train-themed decor ranging from Lio-

nel model trains to a vintage, striped conduc-

tor's hat. In the early 1900s, Pharr was among

many Valley cities that sprang up along the

new St. Louis, Brownsville, and Mexico Rail-

way. US 83, then known simply as "the main

street," was built parallel to the railroad, giv-

ing farm trucks a path to the freight depots.

After a hearty breakfast of huevos ranche-

ros with piping-hot tortillas made in-house, I

set off to check out an old wooden building I'd

spotted across the tracks. Above the entrance,

a hand-painted sign reading "Boler Farms:

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables" evokes an era

when farmers sold produce to local customers

here. Once abandoned, the old farmers market

has been reimagined as Piiiateria Jasmine, a

wholesale and retail purveyor of Mexican ce-

ramics, metalwork, and pinatas, with an entire

room stuffed with designs ranging from Darth

Vader to traditional pointed stars.
A block north, the former Valley Fruit Com-

pany has undergone an even grander reinven-

tion. In the 1950s, the company employed 1,500
workers at its 16-acre warehouse complex, and

its neon, art deco sign featuring two gleaming

tomatoes became a quintessential Valley land-

mark. But after the company closed shop in the

1990s, the campus fell into disrepair. Eventu-

ally, the Food Bank of the Rio Grande Valley

purchased the main warehouse and under-

took a massive restoration project. The neon

sign was painstakingly restored in 2012, along

with the rest of the building, which is now in

the National Register of Historic Places. Omar

Rodriguez, the Food Bank's communications

director, told me there are plans for a museum,

and a community garden here is already bur-

geoning with fresh produce.

The 12 miles before my next planned desti-

nation in Weslaco led past a string of smaller

communities that developed to meet the needs

of the Valley's early-2oth-Century farms as

well as the laborers employed at them. On

Opening spread: Overnighting at Vieh's Bed & Breakfast in San Benito might afford a view of a small herd of horses near the back

acreage. The Rio Grande Grill in Harlingen specializes in Tex-Mex made with smoked barbecue. Opposite: More than a dozen murals

in Harlingen, including this one by artist John Aretakis at 202 N. Commerce, depict aspects of the Valley's history.
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The vintage neon sign for the Valley Fruit Company (now the

Food Bank of the Rio Grande Valley) was restored in 2012. Birders flock to

the Frontera Audubon nature park in Weslaco to add to their life lists.

A stylized cow skull decorates the exterior of Harlingen's Rio Grande Grill.IY '" ; r ;I ;>;1
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these single-block main streets, thrift is not a lost
art. It's still possible to have a dress mended, a type-
writer repaired, or a pair of boots repaired or made

from scratch. For custom boots, you'll need to wait
a few weeks-that's how long cobbler Sergio Gonza-
lez said it takes to complete a pair when I dropped in
at his San Juan workshop, Gonzalez Custom Boots.

If downtown San Juan speaks to the economy of
farmworkers squeezing the most out of every pay-
check, Weslaco's opulent Villa de Cortez hotel pro-
claims the Gilded Age affluence of the Valley's newly
arrived landowners and developers. From 1900 to
1930, the population of Hidalgo County grew from

6,350 to 77,000, and the price of land rocketed from

25 cents an acre to more than $300. The zenith of this
pre-Depression boom occurred on December 31,1928,

when he greeted me at the register. He was refer-
ring not to the relative importance of each tradi-
tion but rather to the process in the kitchen: Dan-
iel smokes the meats for about 18 hours, and then
Chef Stefania Trimboli-Wright-his wife and co-
owner-incorporates the fruits of his labor into in-
novative takes on traditional Mexican cuisine. The
restaurant opens at 11 a.m. and closes when the food
runs out (usually around 2 or 3 in the afternoon),
and then the whole process begins again.

While a musician strummed a guitar in the cor-

ner, Daniel brought a feast to my table: tortilla soup,
brisket, sausage, pulled pork, rice, beans, potato
salad, and the day's special, enchiladas gobernador,
an out-of-this-world concoction of shrimp wrapped
in corn tortillas with smoked poblano salsa. Just

bS 83, WitN KNOWN SIMfL AS "lit MAIN STREET,"
WAS GUILT AIALLKL 1 Tltf KAILKOAD,

6IVIN6 fAKM TRUCKS A A"i To Tif rMt16"T KrtoIS.

when the Villa de Cortez opened for business with a

lavish New Year's Eve gala.

To learn more about the hotel's history, I rode to

the fourth floor in what was once a manually oper-

ated elevator with area caterer and historian Antonio

Jasso. Like the Valley Fruit Company, he explained,
the Cortez gained a second life under new ownership.

After many years of neglect, the hotel reopened as an

event center with a grand soiree on New Year's Eve

in 1998. Today, event guests can dine in a bougain-
villea-lined courtyard and dance the night away be-

neath two glimmering glass chandeliers on the orig-

inal dance floor of the "rystal Ballroom.

But the restored Spanish Colonial-style landmark

is also open to the general public thanks to its lively

first-floor Mexican restaurant, Jose's Cafecito. You

can also see the Cortez by visiting the Rio Grande

Valley's only independent children's bookseller, The
Storybook Garden, which offers an expertly curated

selection of children's and adult literature, with fre-
quent readings by local authors. Once again, the Villa

de Cortez is a center of the Valley's cultural life.

As I continued traveling east on Business 83, I real-

ized how famished I was. Lucky for me, my next stop

was the Rio Grande Grill in Harlingen.

The outside of the restaurant features a colorful

mural of a Georgia O'Keeffe-inspired cow's skull,
which gave me some inkling of the funky vibe in-

side. "We're a barbecue joint first and a Mexican

restaurant second," co-owner Daniel Wright told me

when I thought I couldn't eat another bite, Daniel

offered me a scoop of house-made vanilla ice cream

topped with grated lime zest and, well, how could
I resist?

Stefania invited me to visit the downtown Har-

lingen Farmer's Market later in the day, when she

would be doing a cooking demonstration as part

of the market's regular Saturday lineup. When I
arrived, I found her preparing a salad with ingre-

dients she'd gathered from the many vendors, in-

clding delicate squash blossoms and another edi-

bl? flower called cow's pea. The market takes place

against the backdrop of a nearly block-long mural

by local artist Ben Varela, which depicts the Valley's
cultural and musical heritage. This mural is one of

more than a dozen murals found throughout the

city. As I window-shopped at the many boutiques,

antiques shops, and old-time candy stores, I partic-

ularly admired a colorful mural by Weslaco artist

Brett Oberthaler called Downtown Harlingen: Where

the Past Is Present, which chronicles seven historic

buildings that have been restored and repurposed.

After Harlingen, Business 83 came to an incon-

spi:uous end, so I headed back to US 281, the same

highway I'd crossed in Pharr. The highway navi-
gates a southerly route, following the loops of the

Ric Grande through farmland and wildlife refuges,

then makes a straight shot into the heart of my last

destination of Brownsville.

My first stop was the Historic Brownsville
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Museum, housed in the restored 1928 Southern Pa-

cific Railroad passenger depot. Its most famous ar-

tifact is Rio Grande Engine No. 1, a narrow-gauge

steam locomotive that once covered the 22-mile route

between Brownsville and Point (now Port) Isabel,
where passengers boarded and debarked from pass-

ing steamships.

I followed the old train tracks from the historical

museum into the Mitte Cultural District, a sprawl-

ing campus that includes a zoo, art museum, audito-

rium, and children's museum. To help orient myself,
I dropped in to the Visitor Center, which occupies the

former Scale House, where traders weighed produce

before loading it onto the railroad cars. These days,

the building is a stop on Brownsville's Linear Park,
a nine-mile bike trail that follows the tracks from

downtown to the Palo Alto Battlefield National His-

torical Park, which preserves and interprets the site

of the first battle of the U.S.-Mexican War. On Satur-

day mornings, the park hosts another farmers mar-

ket, part of a community-wide initiative to promote

cycling and healthy living.

Map in hand, I found my way to the cultural dis-

trict's most unusual attraction: the Costumes of the

Americas Museum. Overlooking a peaceful resaca,

the museum displays the ornate handiwork of re-
gional costumes from Mexico and Central Amer-

ica, and it also narrates the history of this proudly

bicultural city. In the early 1900s, during the Mex-

ican Revolution, a group of women in San Antonio

had formed an organization called the Pan American

Round Table, which aided refugees fleeing the vio-
lence. Chapters soon opened up across the state, and

the Brownsville chapter encouraged members from

both the United States and Mexico to wear and learn

about traditional costumes. Many of those garments

are displayed at the museum today.

With the sun dipping low on the horizon, I headed

into downtown, where a wheel-shaped sign for the
Bici Bistro caught my eye. The restaurant is housed

in a former dry-goods store that sold arms during the

Mexican Revolution, but skylights added in the most

recent restoration imbue a modern feel to the struc-

ture. The airy atmosphere complements the menu's

emphasis on healthy options. I ordered a delectable

vuelve a la vida cocktail with shrimp, oysters, cal-

amari, and fish in a light tomato sauce. The name

translates to "return to life," which seemed fitting

after a day spent visiting historic places that have

not only been preserved but also made new again for

future generations.
As for the "bici" in the bistro's name? An avid cy-

clist, owner Jesus Trevino stores a fleet of bicycles in

the basement, and in addition to running his bistro,

he offers historical tours of downtown Brownsville.

This gave me another idea: What if my next Valley

road trip were on two wheels instead of four? L

Daniel Blue Tyx is afreelance writer and stay-at-home

dad in McAllen. Photographer Erich Schlegel spent his

youth in the Rio Grande Valley and travels the globe in
search of images and stories.

RIO 6K ANDf VARH[ blWAIS
The drive from McAllen east to Brownsville on Business 83 and US 281 is approximately 60 miles, although with its many small

towns, sights, and stoplights, the trip feels much longer. For tourist information in McAllen, Weslaco, Harlingen, and Brownsville,

see www.visitmcallen.com, www.weslaco.com, www.visitharlingentexas.com, and www.brownsville.org.

The Junction Cafe is at 11 S.
Cage Blvd. Call 956/783-4885.

The restored neon sign at the

former Valley Fruit Company

(now the Food Bank of

the Rio Grande Valley) is at

724 Cage Blvd.

Piiateria Jasmine is at 2 N.

Cage Blvd. Call 956/569-7518.

SAN IUAN
Gonzalez Custom Boots

is at 107 W. US 83.

Call 956/483-4377.

W[SACO
The Villa de Cortez, Jose's
Cafecito, and Storybook

Garden are at 260 S. Texas

Blvd. Call 956/969-3100

(Villa de Cortez), 956/968-

5057 (Jose's Cafecito), and

956/968-7323 (Storybook

Garden); www.villadecortez

weslaco.com and www.

thestorybookgarden.com.

Rio Grande Grill is at

417 W. Van Buren Ave.

Call 956/423-1817;

www.harlingenbbq.com.

YROWNSVILL(
For details about the Mitte

Cultural District, which

includes the Gladys Porter

Zoo, the Children's Museum

of Brownsville, and other

sites, see www.mittecultural

district.org.

Historic Brownsville Muse-

um (in the Mitte) is at 641 E.

Madison St. Call 956/548-1313;

www.brownsvillehistory.org.

Scale House Visitor

Center (in the Mitte)

is at 1700 E. 6th St.

Call 956/546-3898;

www.brownsville.org.

Costumes of the

Americas Museum

(in the Mitte) is at 501

E. Ringgold St. #5.
Call 956/547-6890;

www.costumesofthe

americasmuseum.net.

Bici Bistro is at 536 E. 12th

St. Call 956/621-9597.
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Pharr's Junction Cafe makes its corn and flour tortillas in-house.

In Brownsville's Mitte Cultural District, the Costumes of the Americas

Museum (right) and the Brownsville Museum of Fine Art (below) offer

fresh perspectives on the Valley's culture.
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MIDLAND-Midland is a great place to eat, play,
shop & stay as you explore West Texas!
Midland International Air & Space Port is the
closest airport to Big Bend National Park.
usitmidland. com

Feb 16-19 - West Texas Kennel Club All Breed
Dog Show

Mar 17-19 - Permian Basin Comic Con

ODESSA-Known for breathtaking sunsets,
wide-open spaces and warm West Texas hos-
pitality; you'll enjoy shopping, dining, unique
cultural attractions and events. Odessa: your
gateway to the Big Bend. odessacvb.com

Feb 10-12 - Midessa Boat, RV, Sport & Gun
Show @ Ector County Coliseum

Feb 23-25 - Odessa College NIRA Rodeo

FORT STOCKTON-Lodging, Dining, Enter-
tainment and History. Experience our Visitor
Center, Historic Sites, Museum, Fort Grounds,
Golf Course, and Unique Shopping, West Texas
style. historicfortstocktontx.com
Mar 3 - Texas History Days

MARATHON-Small town friendliness under
one the of the darkest and starriest skies in the
country, with Big Bend National Park just 40
miles down the road. marathontexas.com

Feb 11 - Marathon Fish Fry Fund Raiser
July 1-2 - Fourth of July Dance and

BBQ and Chili Cook-Offs

As you explore, you'll find an MD

amazing range of relaxation
and adventure, natural beauty and
urban culture, fine art, fine dining,/
small-town charm and big-city MF A MR

amenities... /

but what you will remember most is
the warm, West Texas hospitality.

ALPINE-Natural beauty, unique nightlife and
shopping, and a grand array of hotels and guest
lodging make this the perfect staging grounds
for your West Texas adventure.
visitalpinetx.com

Feb 24-25 - Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering
Apr 20-22 - Trappings of Texas Art & Gear

Show @ Museum of the Big Bend

FORT DAVIS-Experience the mile-high
climate in the Texas mountains! Award-winning
State and National Parks offer excellent nature
activities and star gazing under the "Daren-
Skies in North America! fortdavis.cu..

Feb - JC Duncan S
Ap, Y27

MARFA-It defies easy explanation, yet any
google search yields thousands of opinions.
Marfa is tough to get to-tougher still to explain.
But once you arrive, you get it.
visitmarfa. com

Feb 1-April 15 -Naomi Safran-Hon exhibit
@ Marfa Contemporary

Mar 9-12 - Marfa Myths @ Ballroom Marfa
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DESTINATION: OAK CLIFF _ _

The Brooklyn of Texas
Experience another side of Dallas in Oak Cliff

story by Michael Corcoran

T'S NOT A SUBURB, BUT A BOROUGH. NOT AN
extension, but a separate township, at least spir-
itually. Although Dallas annexed Oak Cliff in

1903, the 87-square-mile area southwest of down-
town has maintained its own identity. If Dallas is
the packed dance floor under a disco ball, then
Oak Cliff is the mysterious couple )t the dark end
of the bar playing footsie.

Framed by beautiful rolling hills, Oak Cliff cel-
ebrates independence, diversity, and creativity. It's
Berkeley without the big college, Brooklyn sans sub-
way. Just a 10-minute drive from downtown Dallas,
Oak Cliff offers a convenient day trip for residents of

Fort Worth
35 minutes

* Wichita Falls
2.25 hours

* Austin
3 hours

Houston
4 hours

the Dallas-Fort Worth area. But Oak Cliff has also
been drawing visitors from all over the state in re-
cent years.

They drive for hours to see musicians Michael
Nesmith or St. Vincent in the intimately restored,
art deco Kessler Theater. Or, they visit to catch a
comedy revue or offbeat film at the notorious Texas
Theatre, now known more for its adventurous arts

programming than as the site of JFK assassin Lee
Harvey Oswald's arrest. It used to be that folks

only came to the edgy Cliff to visit the Dallas Zoo
or to chase Oswald's ghost, but now the curious are
lured by chic eateries, interesting shopping, and

Illusi t(ion by Mike Lowery
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HIT THE ROAD

craft coffee and cocktail hangouts.

Maybe visitors will want to follow

in the footsteps of Beyonce and Jay-Z

to upscale coastal Mexican restaurant

Mesa on West Jefferson Boulevard,

where the music moguls ordered

lobster enchiladas and chicken mole;

try the upscale barbecue of Smoke,

with dishes like beer-can chicken and

coffee-cured brisket; or brunch on

chicken and waffles with coffee or a

mimosa at Oddfellows. It's possible to

spend a few days in Oak Cliff without

ever going into Dallas proper, whose

skyline provides a spectacular view

to the north. To paraphrase a lyric

from Jimmie Dale Gilmore, have you

ever seen Dallas from the pool of the

Belmont Hotel?

"You just get this good feeling when

you're crossing the Trinity River," says

David Grover, a longtime Los Angeles

musician who opened Spinster, a

"vinyl record lifestyle store," on West

Davis Street in 2014. "Oak Cliff is spe-

cial. It's a mom n' pop vibe in a big city."

"Where else but
Oak Cliff can you find
a fine dining restaurant
next to a car wash?"

Oak Cliff's restaurant scene is espe-

cially fluent in entrepreneurship. "Oak

Cliff is a place where you can test a

business concept or buy your first home

at very little risk," adds Paul Wilkes,

who owns the Glass Optical eyewear

boutique, while his wife, Megan, co-

owns Emporium Pies.

In just a five-block stretch of West

Davis Street, the main drag, your din-

ing options include Cuban sandwiches

at C. Senor, Korean fried chicken at

bbbop Seoul Kitchen, gourmet flat-
breads and steaks at Bolsa, fancy

home-cooking at Pink Magnolia,

El Salvadoran cuisine at Gloria's, or

the best $1.35 tacos in the world at

Taqueria El Si Hay. Go farther west

on Davis, just past the Kessler, and

you'll find Nova, a neighborhood

restaurant and bar set in an old Dairy

Queen building that busts hunger

with a chicken-fried pork loin ($18)

covered in spicy sausage gravy and

served with mashed potatoes.

"Where else but Oak Cliff can you

find a fine dining restaurant next to a

car wash?" Wilkes poses, referencing

the dual character of the historic neigh-

borhood. Rare is the trendy area that

has so many working-class residents.

The gentry have arrived and real estate

costs have risen, but the cultural air
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remains scented with grilled peppers

and onions, girded by the rumbling

bass lines of hip hop and salsa.
Oak Cliff likes it funky and original.

"If you're not into the malls and the
chain stores, Oak Cliff is for you," says
Grover, who hosts live music at Spinster

two to three times per week. Instead
of Barnes & Noble, there's The Wild
Detectives, a bookstore that serves food
and drinks, shows art films, and hosts
live music. And why go to Starbucks
when you can get fresh-roasted coffee

at Davis Street Espresso, which serves

an amazing "house toast" with avocado,

tomato, and ricotta?
Another Oak Cliff original is the Bel-

mont Hotel, which was the first non-
Californian motor court motel west of

the Mississippi when it opened in 1946.
Restored in 2005, the Belmont is more
like Oak Cliff's Chateau Marmont be-
cause like that Hollywood hotel, the
Belmont is a place to start the night.
Bar Belmont, off the lobby and outside,
overlooks the sparkling promises of a
city in wait.

"We've kept the motor court aEs-

thetic, but we've modernized it for the

new type of traveler," says Jordan
Ford, part of an investment group that

bought the Belmont in 2015. "You walk

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT:

David Grover of Spinster Records, Texas

Theatre's neon sign, Davis Street Espresso, C.

Senor, The Wild Detectives bookshop, stroll-

ing Bishop Avenue in the Bishop Arts D strict.

out of your room to open space. It's a
campus with room to roam."

The artist-in-residence at the Bel-
mont is tough-and-ten'er songsmith

Alejandro Escovedo, who curates a

series of music performances in the
lobby and is developing a podcast from
the Belmont consisting of interviews
with songwriters. "I loved my time in
Austin, but there's no place like Oak

Cliff," says Escovedo, who lives in the
Belmont when he's not on the road.
People come here to get things done.

It's not all talk."
The 2012 opening of the soaring

Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge, whose
span resembles the world's largest but-
terfly net, helped spur the Oak Cliff re-
naissance, providing a new gateway to
the area. Running parallel is the Ron-

aId Kirk Bridge (formerly the Conti-
nental Bridge), which was built for cars
but recently converted into a pedes-

trian walkway. Hike-and-bike trails
ccntinue along the banks of the Trinity.

If Oak Cliff had a chip on its shoul-
der for not being on the ritzier side of

th3 Trinity, it's been whittled by arti-
sans and now sits in a storefront win-

dow of a trendy shop on Bishop Avenue.
Oak Cliff's revitalization in the early
2000s originated in the Bishop Arts
District, a four-square-block area that's
now home to more than 50 small busi-
nesses. The district fills on the week-
ends with North Dallasites, who come
for brunch at classic French bistro

Boulevardier or, if they've made res-

ervations a month earlier, at the tiny

Lucia, regarded by foodies as the best

Italian restaurant in North Texas.

Enc's Pizza Tavern and Hunky's

Hamburgers are more casual faves.

A friend from Dallas derides Oak
Cliff as "the new Disneyland for hip-
sters," but Jeff Liles, the longtime Dal-

las music scenester who has booked

MARDI GRAS
Oak Cliff hosts DFW's biggest

Mardi Gras parade Feb. 26. Learn more

at www.mardigrasoakclif.com.

OAK CLIFF
is southwest of downtown Dallas.

Visitor info is available from the

Dallas CVB, www.visitdallas.com,

the Bishop Arts District Merchant

Association, www.bishoparts

district.com, and the Oak

Cliff Chamber of Commerce,

www.oakcliffchamber.org.

the Kessler since its 2010 rebirth, says
the Cliff is "hipster proof." Yes, there
are tourists, many of whom have

beards and every Bon Iver record, but
Liles argues that the neighborhood
maintains "a large ethnic influence

that inspires its creative class." Grover
notes the high stroller count and says,
"Our hipsters have kids. It's an older

crowd." You turn in your hipster

card the first time you buy diapers
at midnight.

Oak Cliff has only recently become
hip, but it's always been cool. These are
the old stomping grounds of Bonnie
and Clyde, and the home of both the
nation's first drive-in restaurant (Pig

Stand in 1921) and convenience store

(Tote'm, later renamed 7-11, in 1927).

Before he became the first person to

play blues on an electric guitar, T-Bone

Walker recorded as Oak Cliff T-Bone

in 1929, when he was still shining
shoes at Stevens Park Golf Course.

Two of his disciples, Jimmie and Ste-
vie Ray Vaughan, also grew up in the

Cliff, though a couple of decades later.

Adamson High, where country leg-
end Ray Price began singing, later

spawned "outlaw country" forbear-

ers B.W. Stevenson, Michael Martin

Murphey, and Ray Wylie Hubbard.
New Bohemians singer Edie Brickell

named her 1990 song "Oak Cliff Bra,"

after her hometown.

Oak Cliff is still a bit like a Tex-Mex
Chinatown; nothing would really shock

you here. Not even seeing the future

Mrs. Paul Simon sitting on the front

porch in her bra, watching the world

go by. You can be yourself in the Cliff.

Maybe that's what her song is about. L
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Built as a residence on the banks of the Colorado River in 1916, Laguna Gloria is now home to an art museum and art school.

Photo: Will van Overbeek
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TRUE TX

Y OU COULD EASILY GET A CRICK IN YOUR

neck from looking up at Tom Friedman's stain-
less-steel sculpture Looking Up. The 33-foot

figure greets visitors to the grounds of Laguna

Gloria, a splendid Italian-style villa built a century ago on

the banks of the Colorado River in Austin by Clara Driscoll

and her then-husband, Hal Sevier.

Any neck pain is worth it, though. Friedman's towering

wanderer is both magnificent and fragile, inviting us to

contemplate the heavens above along with him. Installed in

2015, the eye-catching sculpture refl-cts the latest chapter

for the lakeside villa, which today houses The Contemporary

Austin-Laguna Gloria, an art museum.

"People
love the jux-
taposition of

contemporary
art with the

historical site,"
says Laguna
Gloria Senior
Site Director
Judith Sims.

Clara was born in 1881 in St. Mary's

(a bygone town on Copano Bay), the

granddaughter of Irish Catholic pio-

neers who fought in the Texas Revolu-

tion. The heir of the Driscoll family's

multimillion-dollar ranching fortune,

"Miss Clara" was a philanthropist and

preservationist with a deep apprecia-

tion for history and architecture. Today

her legacy stretches across the state,

particularly at Laguna Gloria, the

Alamo in San Antonio, and the 1942

Robert Driscoll Hotel in Corpus Christi,

which was remodeled in the 1970s and

is now the Wells Fargo building.

Clara grew up on her family's

83,000-acre Palo Duro Ranch near

Corpus Christi. She "attained young

girlhood with the bawl of a yearling

in her ears and the smell of hot burn-

ing cowhide in her nostrils," recounts

Martha Ann Turner in her 1980 bi-

ography Clara Driscoll, An American

Tradition. She handled a horse, a rifle,

and a lariat with equal proficiency and

claimed she could do most anything

her father's ranch hands could.
By the age of i8, Clara had already

spent 10 years studying in Paris and

had returned to Texas, giving up her

riding clothes in favor of the latest

French fashions. Clara's time abroad

spurred her profound respect for the

history and culture of her native land,

and she was appalled by the wide-

spread indifference to the crumbling

ruins of the sites of Texas indepen-

dence, including the Alamo.

In 1903, Clara began working with

Adina de Zavala and the San Antonio

chapter of the Daughters of the Re-

public of Texas to preserve the Alamo.

They succeeded in acquiring an op-

tion to buy the property, but when the

Daughters were unable to raise the

full amount in time, Clara paid the re-

maining sum with a personal check;

over time she invested $75,000 into se-
curing the Alamo's future. The Daugh-

ters of the Republic of Texas were the
primary caretakers of the Alamo from

Tom Friedman's 33-foot stainless steel sculpture Looking Up is among the contemporary artworks displayed at Laguna Gloria.
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1905 until 2013, when the Texas Gen-

eral Land Office took over tha, role.

Clara went on to work as a writer
in New York, where she published a

novel, short stories, and a Broadway

musical. There she married Hal Sevier
in 1906. Honeymooning in Europe,
Clara fell in love with Italian architec-
ture and with Italy's Lake Como.

When the couple returned to Austin
in 1914, Clara enlisted architect Har-

vey L. Page of San Antonio to design
her dream house. Hal, a Texas legisla-
tor who founded The Austin American

newspaper that same year, knew just

the place for the villa-a 28-acre tract
on the Colorado River at the bas9 of

Mount Bonnell. Clara christene I her

new home Laguna Gloria, Italian for

"Heavenly Lagoon."
Today, Laguna Gloria visitors can

see evidence of Clara's interests in the

details of the three-story villa, with its
stucco and masonry exterior, composed

of rectangular blocks placed asymmet-

rically. A sculpted limestone window

patterned after the Rose Window of
Mission San Jose in San Antonio re-
flects Clara's devotion to Texas history;

a carved wooden wall panel above the

fireplace, fashioned from one of the

Alamo's original rafters, depicts a scene

from the battle, along with the state
Capitol and the villa's namesake lagoon.

Picturesque paths guide visitors

through the landscaped grounds,

where a Roman fountain, Venetian

statues, and a Tuscan wishing well

share space with recent contemporary

sculptures. The museum offers tours

of the villa and grounds at 1 p.m. on

weekends, or you may wander at will.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt ap-

pointed Hal Scvier ambassador to Chile
in 1933, but the couple's first year in Chile

saw unexpected political and personal

upheaval, and they returned to Texas -wo

years before the expiration of Sevier's

term. Upon thEir return, the couple di-

vorced, and Clara reclaimed her maiden

name. She moved to Corpus Christi,

where she built the Robert Driscoll

Hotel in memory of her late brother.

In 1943, Clara presented her be-
loved Laguna Gloria to the Texas Fine
Arts Association for use as an art mu-

seum. Two years later, she died in her
Driscoll Hotel penthouse apartment at
the age of 64. She left the bulk of her

7 million fortune to pr vide for the
construction and maintenance of the
Driscoll Children's Hospital in Corpus
Christi, a clinic and hospital that still
serves children.

Laguna Gloria lives on as home to

a growing collection of global contem-

porary artworks, which share the

14-acre site with Old World pieces from
Driscoll's collection, including the
Garden of the Four Seasons, an undated
group of four concrete female figures

depicting the seasons. Laguna Gloria is

also home to the Art School, one of the
largest museum-affiliated art schools

in the country with nearly 600 classes

a year for children and adults; the

classes take place in studios overlook-

ing the lake. "People love the juxta-

position of contemporary art with the

historical site," says Laguna Gloria

Senior Site Director Judith Sims.
Most of Laguna Gloria's artworks

are displayed outdoors. On the villa
terrace, the installation Lost Money,

by Danish artist group SUPERFLEX,
features 2,000 coins scattered and

firmly attached to the concrete terrace.

Representing the worldwide financial

cris-s of 2008, Lost Money keeps chil-

dren busy trying to pick up the coins.

Paths lead to outdoor exhibitions
and permanent installations. A wood-

ed walkway that Driscoll christened
"Lover's Lane" beckons visitors along

an oak ridge that ends at the Temple

of Love, an open, classical pavilion

overlboking a Lake Austin lagoon.

The Gatehouse Gallery, a small sep-

arate building, offers periodic shows

of varied works that range from

traditional paintings to sculpture.

Laguna Gloria has seen multiple
changes over the past decade. In 1996,
Laguna Gloria Art Museum changed
its name to The Austin Museum of
Art, which went on to merge in 2011
with Arthouse at the Jones Center. In

2013 the two entities adopted a new
name-The Contemporary Austin.
The Jones Center, located in down-
town Austin on Congress Avenue, re-

opened in December after renovations.

Contemporary Austin Executive

Director and CEO Louis Grachos says

the museum is reshaping Laguna Glo-

ria into an entity that reflects a broad
spectrum of contemporary art through

exhibitions, educational programs,

and its collection of outdoor sculptures.

"Through works created by living art-

ists," Grachos adds, "we can connect

visitors to the visual arts in a manner

that speaks directly to Clara's wishes
for this very special property."

Plans for the site include the exhibi-
tion of new works by leading contem-

porary artists (don't miss Tom Sachs'

whimsical Miffy Fountain, which bears
a resemblance to Hello Kitty) and work
to remove invasive plants, create space

for new outdoor sculptures, and sta-

bilize the extensive shoreline. Spe-
cial events, such as "Drift-In Theater"
movie screenings on the lagoon, make

the most of the museum's location.

Art fans can thank Miss Clara herself

for Laguna Gloria's sun-washed setting,
where lawns near the villa contrast

with areas of deep shade found along

curving paths. Here, benches offer a

place to rest beneath the branches of

centuries-old live oaks. Laguna Gloria's

gardens, designed by Clara 100 years

ago, complement the natural wood-

lands, meadows, and riverbank, beck-

oning visitors to wander among engag-

ing works of historic and modern art. L

THE CONTEMPORARY AUSTIN-LAGUNA GLORIA
is at 3809 W. 35th St. h Austin. The grounds open daily 9-5; the villa opens Tue-Sun 10-4.

Call 512/458-8191; www.thecontemporaryaustin.org.
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at the end of this month by way of New

York. I'm always invited out to speak

and tell my story, the American story

of which I'm so proud. And of course,
I'm invited out to give my testimony

about how I found God. A major portion

of my time is in the sky. I sleep better in

an airplane than in my king-size bed.

I raise horses called gaited
horses, and I love those horses.
I raise them and ride them
and train them myself, and I'm
always being bucked off.

Q: What are some of yourfavorite

places in Texas?
A: I love East Texas, and I know

every inch from looking for places-

farms roads and old roads-where

I can get my trailer out and ride my

horses. About twice every year I travel

to Nacogdoches and visit my friends,

and we have these trail rides around

Nacogdoches. That is the most wonder-

ful thing that I have going for me in my

life, trail riding in East Texas.

Q: You bought your ranch in Marshall

in 1976?
A: Yes. Of course, I had family that

lived in Marshall. Occasionally my

mom would go down and visit my

grandmother, and we spent maybe a

day or two. But once I traveled there in

'76 with my uncle to take him home,

and I discovered the beauty of spring-

time in East Texas, and I decided I was

going to live there. I stopped what I was

doing, and we bought a ranch instantly.

Q: What's the ranch like?

A: The ranch consists of about 600

acres. I raise a group of Brangus cat-

tle, and my wife loves fresh eggs, so

we keep a lot of chickens. It's a pig

farm, too. And most of all it's a place

where I love to fish. There are a lot of
ponds with catfish and bream, perch,

and bass. That's where you'll find me,

under a tree, 80 percent of the time in

Marshall. And I raise horses called

gaited horses, and I love those horses.

I raise them and ride them and train

them myself, and I'm always being

bucked off.

Q: Why have you stayed in Marshall

and Houston?
A: I lived in California for a long

time, and there's a lot of beauty to Cali-

fornia. But springtime in East Texas

captured my heart, going through Na-

cogdoches, looking at the green roll-

ing hills and the horses. I knew then

that this would be my permanent life.

Of course, I have my church work. I got

into the ministry in 1977, which means

I have to keep my ministry going in

Houston and then take care of my

ranch in Marshall. I couldn't live with-

out either place.

Q: What have you learned from rais-
ing 10 children?

A: The biggest thing about raising

children is stability. I learned I couldn't

do what I wanted whenever I wanted

to do it. I was going to have to build my

life on what was best for the family.

Children teach you that. And I learned

that if you raise children, you've really

got to love them all the same, and none

will ever think you love them all the

same, though. You can't prove it; you've

just got to do it.

Q: What's next for you?

A: The most important thing I'm

working on now is a George Foreman

comfort shoe. Those of us who call our-

selves retired or whatever, we can't for-

get the most important thing and that's

activity, that's walking. I'm designing

a shoe you can dance in, play shuffle-

board with your kids, go to the airport,

go to Florida-a shoe that's so comfort-

able that someone will have to make

you take it off. L

Texas Highways (ISSN 0040-4349) is published monthly by the
Texas Department of Transportation. 150 E. Riverside Drive,
Austin, Texas 78704; phone 512/486-5858, fax 512/486-5879. The
official travel magazine of Texas encourages travel within the state
and tel/s the Texas story to readers around the world

Periodicals Postage paid at Austin. Texas, and additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Texas Highways
Circulation, P.O. Box 8559, Big Sandy. Texas 75755-8559.
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PANHANDLE PLAINS > San Angelo

Of Texas Rivers and Texas A
T'S FITTING THAT OF TEXAS RIVERSAND TEXASART PREMIERES
at the San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts, on the bank of
the Concho River. The exhibition iFebruary 16-April 9)

features depictions of Texas river landscapes by 20 contem-
porary Texas artists, such as painters David Caton and Mary

Baxter. Curators Andrew Sansom, director of the Meadows

Center for Water and the Environment, and William E.
Reaves, of Reaves I Foltz Fine Art, developed the exhibit to
explore riverine themes in Texas art and emphasize the im-

portance of water conservation. The exhibition next travels to

the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin and the
Witte Museum in San Antonio. www.samfa.org.

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at texashighways.com.

Courtesy Reaves I Foltz Fine Art, by Mary Baxter, Last Light Near Fresno Canyon, 2014, oil on polyfiber, 42x32 inches h

,t
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EVENTS

BIG BEND
COUNTRY
ALPINE:A Feeling of
Humanity Western Art from
the Ken Ratner Collection
Through Mar. 26.
Museum of the Big Bend.
museumofthebigbend.com
432/837-8143

ALPINE: Texas Cowboy
Poetry Gathering
Feb. 24-25. Sul Ross State
University. texascowboy
poetry.com 800/561-3712

FORT STOCKTON:
Sheep Dog Trials Feb. 11-13.
texassheepdogassoc.org
325/203-1197

GULF COAST

BEAUMONT: Best of Byrd
Feb. 18. Julie Rogers Theatre.
sost.org 409/330-0643

BEAUMONT: Xanadu
Feb. 24-25, Mar. 3-4, 9-11.
Betty Greenberg Center
for Performing Arts.
beaumontcommunityplayers.
comn 409/833-4664

BROWNSVILLE: Charro
Days Fiesta Feb. 19-26.
956/542-4245

CLUTE: Planetarium Show
Feb 7,14, 21, 28. Center for
the Arts and Sciences.
bcfas.org 979/265-3376

CORPUS CHRISTI:
Wildlife in Focus
Photography Exhibition
Through Sep. 30. South
Texas Botanical Gardens and
Nature Center. stxbot.org
361/852-2100

CORPUS CHRISTI:
Winter Lecture Series
Jan. 11-Feb. 22. South Texas
Botanical Gardens and
Nature Center. stxbot.org
361/852-2100

CORPUS CHRISTI:
Blacklock's Winter Finch/
Sparrow ID and Natural
History Feb. 3-4.
South Texas Botanical
Gardens and Nature Center.
stxbot.org 361/852-2100

CORPUS CHRISTI:
Blacklock's Intermediate
South Texas Birds in Winter

68 texashighways.co n

Identification Feb. 7,14,21.
South Texas Botanical
Gardens and Nature Center.
stxbot.org 361/852-2100

CORPUS CHRISTI:
Aeolus Quartet with Violist
James Dunham Feb. 25.
Wolfe Recital Hall, Del Mar
College East Campus.
corpuschristichambermusic.
org 361/877-8393

GALVESTON: An Evening
with Sophia Loren Feb. 4.
The Grand 1894 Opera
House. thegrand.com
409/765-1894

GALVESTON: Pump Boys
and Dinettes Feb.p12.
The Grand 1894 Opera
House. thegrand.com
409/765-1894

GALVESTON:
Laura Ingalls Wilder Feb. 13.
The Grand 1894 Opera
House. thegrand.com
409/765-1894

GALVESTON: Rock
The Presidents Feb. 16.
The Grand 1894 Opera
House. thegrand.com
409/765-1894

GALVESTON:
Mardi Gras! Galveston
Feb. 17-28. Downtown.
mardigrasgalveston.com

GALVESTON: Galveston
Symphony Orchestra
Feb.19. The Grand 1894
Opera House. thegrand.com
409/765-1894

GALVESTON: Seussical
Feb. 21. The Grand 1894
Opera House. thegrand.com
409/765-1894

HOUSTON: Super Bowl
LIVE Festival Jan. 27-Feb. 5.
Downtown/Discovery
Green Park.
visithoustontexas.com

HOUSTON: Andres
Conducts West Side Story
Feb. 2-3. houstonsymphony.
org 713/224-7575

HOUSTON: Lunar New
Year Houston Feb. 4-5.
Viet Hoa Center.
lunarnewyearhouston.com

HOUSTON: Yo-Yo Ma
in Concert Feb. 4.

houstonsymphony.org
713/224-7575

HOUSTON: A Salute to
Stevie Wonder Feb. 17-19.
houstonsymphony.org
713/224-7575

HOUSTON: Mardi Gras
Menagerie Feb.18.
houstonsymphony.org
713/224-7575

HOUSTON:
An American in Paris
Feb. 21-Mar. 5.
Sarofim Hall at the
Hobby Center. TUTS.com
713/558-TUTS

LAKE JACKSON: Shaun
Hopper and Caroline Sky
Concert Feb. 25. The Clarion.
clarion.brazosport.edu
979/230-3156

LAKE JACKSON:
Youth Fishing Day Feb. 25.
Sea Center Texas.
tpwd.texas.gov/seacenter
979/292-0100

ORANGE: Rock the
Presidents Feb. 17. Lutcher
Theater. lutcher.org
409/886-5535

ORANGE: Into the Woods
Feb. 21-22. Lutcher Theater.
lutcher.org 409/886-5535

PALACIOS: Matagorda Bay
BirdlFest Feb. 18-19.
Texas Baptist Encampment.
matagordabaybirdfest.org

PORT ARANSAS:
Whooping Crane Festival
Feb. 23-26. Various locations.
whoopingcranefestival.org
361/749-5919

PORT ARTHUR:
Mardi Gras Southeast Texas
Feb. 23-26.
409/721-8717

PORT ARTHUR: Elite
Redfish Series Classic
Kick-Off Feb. 24-26.
theredfishseries.com
409/985-7822

RICHMOND: Tales
of Texas Feb. 25. George
Ranch Historical Park.
georgeranch.org
281/343-0218

ROBSTOWN: Bloom-N
Quilt Show Feb. 3-4.
Richard M. Borchard
Conference Center.
corpuschristiquilters.com
361/387-9000

ROCKPORT: Clay Expo
Feb. 4-5. Rockport-Center
for the Arts. rockport-fulton.
org 361/729-6445

ROCKPORT: LaMardi Gras
Feb. 10-11. Lamar Peninsula.
lamarvfd.com 361/729-6445

SAN BENITO: Third
Thursday Conjunto Nites
at the Chicho Feb.16.
Narciso Martinez
Cultural Arts Center.
956/244-0373

SUGAR LAND: Block Party,
Too Jan. 3-May 8. Houston
Museum of Natural Science
at Sugar Land. hmns.org/
hmns-at-sugar-land
281/313-2277

SUGAR LAND: Valentine's
Event and Lecture Feb. 14.
Houston Museum of Natural
Science at Sugar Land.
hmns.org/hmns-at-sugar-land

SURFSIDE BEACH:
Surfside Marathon Feb. 4.
Stahlman Park.
surfsidemarathon.com
409/539-5150

TEXAS CITY: Black History
Exhibit Feb. 1-4,7-11,14-18,
21-25, 28. Texas City
Musuem. texas-city-tx.org
409/229-1660

HILL COUNTRY
AUSTIN: Thr3e Zisters
Feb. 2-18. Salvage Vanguard
Theater. salvagevanguard.
org 512/474-7889

AUSTIN: Jeanne Robertson
Feb. 3. The Long Center.
thelongcenter.org
512/474-5664

AUSTIN: Kathy Griffin
Feb. 4. The Long Center.
thelongcenter.org
512/474-5664

AUSTIN: Stories to Tell:
Selections from the
Harry Ransom Center
Feb. 6-Jul.16.
Harry Ransom Center
at The University of Texas
at Austin. hrc.utexas.edu
512/471-8944

AUSTIN: Belle Redux!
A Tale of Beauty and the
Beast Feb. 10-12. The Long
Center. balletaustin.org
512/476-2163

AUSTIN: 2017 Blanton Gala
Feb. 11. Blanton Museum of
Art. blantonmuseum.org
512/475-6013

AUSTIN: Once Feb.19.
The Long Center.
thelongcenter.org
512/474-5664

BANDERA: Cowboy Capital
Opry Feb. 7. Silver Sage
Community Center.
silversagecorral.org
830/796-4969

BANDERA: Cowboy
Mardi Gras Feb. 16-18.
11th Street Cowboy Bar.
11thstreetcowboybar.com
830/796-4849

BOERNE: Gargoyles and
Scarecrow Sins Feb. 3-18.
Boerne Community Theatre.
visitboerne.org
830/249-9166

BOERNE: Boerne Market
Days Feb. 11-12. Main Plaza.
visitboerne.org
210/844-8193

BOERNE: Boerne Spring
Antique Show Feb. 25-26.
Kendall County Fairgrounds.
visitboerne.org
830/329-2870

COMFORT: Friends of the
Library Mardi Gras Dance
Fundraiser Feb. 28.
comfort-library.txed.net
830/995-2398

FREDERICKSBURG:
First Friday Art Walk
Fredericksburg Feb. 3.
Participating fine art galleries
in Fredericksburg. ffawf.com
830/992-2044

FREDERICKSBURG:
Hello, Dolly! Feb. 17-Mar. 5.
Steve W. Shepherd Theater.
fredericksburgtheater.org
830/997-3588

FREDERICKSBURG:
Fredericksburg Trade Days
Feb. 17-19. Seven miles east
on US 290 across from
Wildseed Farms.
fbgtradedays.com
210/846-4094

FREDERICKSBURG:
Fredericksburg Music Club
Alamo Metro Chorus
Feb.19. Fredericksburg
United Methodist Church.
fredericksburgmusicclub.com
830/990-2886

GRUENE: Gospel Brunch
with a Texas Twist
Feb.12. Gruene Hall.
gruenehall.com
830/629-5077

GRUENE: Come and
Taste It Feb.16.
grapevineingruene.com

GRUENE: Old Gruene
Market Days Feb. 18-19.
Gruene Historic District in
front of Adobe Verde.
gruenemarketdays.com
830/832-1721

JUNCTION: Freezer Disc
Golf Tournament Feb. 24-26.
junctiontexas.com
325/446-6565

KERRVILLE: Kerr Arts
and Cultural Centers
February Gallery Exhibits
Feb. 9-Mar. 26.
Kerr Arts and Cultural
Center. kacckerrville.com
830/895-2911

LAMPASAS: Lampasas
Trade Days Feb. 25.
Marigold's Antiques
and More. 512/556-5599

LUCKENBACH:
Luckenbach Hug-In and
Valentine Ball Feb. 10-11.
Luckenbach Texas Dance
Hall. luckenbachtexas.com
830/997-3224

NEW BRAUNFELS:
North American Jewelry
and Gift Show Feb. 26-28.
New Braunfels Civic
and Convention Center.
nashows.com
210/410-0737

STONEWALL: Smokehouse
Secrets Feb.18. Lyndon B.
Johnson State Park and
Historic Site. tpwd.state.tx.us
830/644-2252

WIMBERLEY:
The Secret Garden Feb. 3-26.
EmilyAnn Theatre and
Gardens. emilyann.org
512/847-6969

WIMBERLEY: The Miss
Firecracker Contest
Feb. 10-Mar. 5. The
Wimberley Playhouse.
wimberleyplayers.org
512/847-0575

WIMBERLEY:
Trivia Night
Feb.18. Wimberley
Community Center.
wimberleyccc.org
281/380-7241

PANHANDLE
PLAINS
ABILENE: Spanish Texas:
Legend and Legacy
Through Mar.11.
The Grace Museum.
thegracemuseum.org
325/673-4587

ABILENE: 2 Hip Chicks
Road Show Feb.18.
Abilene Civic Center.
2hipchicksroadshow.com
612/888-3002

ALBANY: CellSeries:
Dan Phillips Through Feb.11.
Old Jail Art Center.
theojac.org 325/762-2269

ALBANY: Texas Moderns:
Sallie Gillespie, Blanche
McVeigh, Evaline Sellors
and Wade Jolly
Through Feb.11l.
Old Jail Art Center.
theojac.org 325/762-2269

AMARILLO: The
Impressionist Collection
of Montie Ritchie
Jan. 29-Mar. 26.
Amarillo Museum of Art.
amarilloart.org
806/371-5050

AMARILLO: Dream
of the Pacific Feb. 4.
Globe-News Center for
the Performing Arts.
amarilloopera.org
806/372-7464 or
806/378-3096

AMARILLO: Broadway
Spotlight Series: Cirque
Eloize Saloon Feb. 8-9.
Amarillo Civic Center
Complex Auditorium.
panhandletickets.com
806/378-3096

BIG SPRING: Big Spring
Symphony Presents:
Winter Wonderland Concert
Feb. 4. Big Spring
Municipal Auditorium.
bigspringsymphony.com
432/263-8235

> continued on page 70
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< continued from page 68

LUBBOCK: Mike Farris
and the Roseland Rhythm
Revue in Concert Feb. 3.
TTU Allen Theatre. ttu.edu
806/834-5261

SAN ANGELO: Family Day
Lunar New Year Feb. 11.
San Angelo Museum of
Fine Arts. samfa.org
325/653-3333

SAN ANGELO:
The Work of Abilene
Visionary Clint Hamilton
Feb. 16-Apr. 9.
San Angelo Museum
of Fine Arts. samfa.org
325/653-3333

SAN ANGELO: Cactus
Market Day Feb.18.
Between Tarpley Music and
Fischer Federal Building.
325/949-6200

SAN ANGELO: Play ItA gain
Concert Feb. 19.
San Angelo Museum
of Fine Arts. samfa.org
325/653-3333

SAN ANGELO: Buffalo
Soldier Heritage Day
Feb. 26. Fort Concho
National Historic
Landmark.
fortconcho.com
325/234-0316

PINEY WOODS

CROCKETT: Crockett
Trade Days Feb. 4-5,18-19.
764 Texas 21.936/204-0731

CROCKETT: Stravinsky's
The Soldier's Tale Feb.11.
First Baptist Church.
pwfaa.org 936/544-4276

HENDERSON: Grey
Gardens The Musical
Feb. 17-19, 23-26.
Henderson Civic Theater.
hendersoncivictheatre.com
903/657-2968

HENDERSON: Mardi Gras
Celebration Feb. 18.
Historic Downtown.
903/657-6551

JEFFERSON: Jefferson
Flea Market Feb. 3-4,17-18.
Jefferson Flea Market.
jeffersonfleamarket.net
903/431-0043

JEFFERSON: Mardi Gras
Upriver Feb. 24-26.
mardigrasupriver.com
817/291-1969

LUFKIN: The Bellamy
Brothers in Concert Feb. 18.
The Pines Theater.
thepineslufkin.com
936/633-0359

LUFKIN: Barefoot in the
Park Feb. 20. Temple
Theater at Angelina College.
angelinaarts.org
936/633-5454

MAGNOLIA: Mardi Gras on
The Stroll and Cajun Cook-
Off Feb. 25. The Stroll.

70 texashighways.com

cityofmagnolia.com
281/356-2266 ext. 3

NACOGDOCHES:
Nacogdoches Main Street
Downtown Wine Swirl
Feb. 11. Downtown.
nacogdoches.org
936/559-2573
NACOGDOCHES:
Nacogdoches Film Festival
Feb. 24-26. Various location.
nacogdochesfilmfestival.org
888/564-7351

PALESTINE: Art Tracks
Through Oct. 31 The
Redlands Historic Inn.
visitpalestine.com
903/729-6066

PALESTINE: A Taste of
New Orleans/Mardi Gras
Celebration Feb.18.
Historic Main Street District.
visitpalestine.com
903/723-3014

TYLER: Jay Leno Feb. 4.
R. Don Cowan Fine and
Performing Arts Center.
cowancenter.org
903/566-7424

TYLER: Jim Brickman
An Evening of Romance
Feb.14. R. Don Cowan Fine
and Performing Arts Center
cowancenter.org
903/566-7424

TYLER: Arcattack! Feb.17.
R. Don Cowan Fine and
Performing Arts Center.
cowancenter.org
903/566-7424

TYLER: Dressage Show
Feb. 18-19. Texas Rose Horse
Park. texasrosehorsepark.
com 903/882-8696

TYLER: Les Ballets
Trockadero de Monte Carlo
Feb. 21. R. Don Cowan Fine
and Performing Arts Center.
cowancenter.org
903/566-7424

TYLER: East Texas Youth
Orchestra with Chloe Trevcr
Feb. 26. Caldwell Auditorium.
etyo.org 903/952-3896

PRAIRIES
AND LAKES

ARLINGTON: Pablo
Picasso: Ceramics
Through Feb.12.
Arlington Museum of Art.
arlingtonmuseum.org

ARLINGTON: Professional
Bull Riders Iron Cowboy
Feb.18. AT&T Stadium.
pbr.com 800/745-3000

ARLINGTON: RFD-TV's
The American Feb.19.
AT&T Stadium.
americanrodeo.com
800/745-3000

BASTROP: City-Wide
Garage Sale Feb. 11-12.
Bastrop Convention Cente-.
cwgs.com 512/441-2828

BRENHAM: The Diary
of Anne Frank Feb. 9-26.

Unity Theatre.
unitybrenham.org
979/830-8358

CLEBURNE: The Little
Mermaid Feb. 3-25.
Plaza Theatre.
plaza-theatre.com
817/202-0600

CLIFTON: Doublewide,
Texas Jan. 28, Feb. 4-5,10-
11. Bosque Arts Center.
bosqueartscenter.org
254/675-2278

CLIFTON: Trout Fishing
in America Concert Feb. 2.
Bosque Arts Center.
bosqueartscenter.org
254/675-3724

COLLEGE STATION:
Brazos Valley Senior Games
Feb. 24-26. Brazos Valley.
cstx.gov/seniors
979/764-3486

DALLAS: Clay Between Two
Seas: From the Abbasid Court
to Puebla de los Angeles
Through Feb. 12.
Crow Collection of Asian Art.
crowcollection.org
214/979-6430

DALLAS: Art and Nature
in the Middle Ages
Through Mar. 19. The Dallas
Museum of Art. dma.org

DALLAS: Maya: Hidden
Worlds Revealed
Feb. 11-Sep. 4. Perot
Museum. perotmuseum.org

DALLAS: Cuarteto Casals
and Manuel Barrueco Feb. 13.
SMU, Caruth Auditorium.
dallaschambermusic.org
844/326-7844

DALLAS: Doug Varone and
Dancers Feb. 18. Winspear
Opera House. attpac.org
214/880-0202

DALLAS: NCA and NDA
All-Star Cheerleading
National Championships
Feb. 24-27. Kay Bailey
Hutchison Convention
Center Dallas.
nca.varsity.com

DECATUR: Wise County
Antique Auto Swap Meet
Feb. 24-26. Wise County
Fairgrounds. wcaac.com
940/389-0054

DENTON: Materials Hard
and Soft Feb. 4-May 16.
Patterson-Appleton Arts
Center. dentonarts.com
940/382-2787

ELGIN: Sip, Shop, and Stroll
Feb. 9. Historic Downtown
Elgin. elgintx.com

ENNIS: Ennis Czech Music
Festival Feb. 11. Sokol
Activity Center.
ennisczechmusicfestival.com
972/875-7959

FARMERSVILLE:
Farmers and Fleas Feb. 4.
The Onion Shed.
farmersvilletx.com
972/784-6846

FORT WORTH: Chasing
Dreams, Baseball, and
Becoming American
Jan. 8-Mar. 5. Congregation
Ahavath Sholom.
chasingdreams.nmajh.org
817/909-4354
FORT WORTH:
Southwestern Exposition
Livestock Show and Rodeo
Jan. 13-Feb. 4.
Will Rogers Memorial
Center. fwssr.com
817/877-2420

FORT WORTH: Focus:
Stanley Whitney
Jan. 21-Apr. 2. Modern Art
Museum of Fort Worth.
themodern.org
817/738-9215

FORT WORTH: Donald
Sultan: The Disaster Paintings
Feb. 19-Apr. 23.
Modern Art Museum of
Fort Worth. themodern.org
817/738-9215

FORT WORTH: Cowtown
Marathon Feb. 25-26. Will
Rogers Memorial Center.
cowtownmarathon.org
817/207-0224

GARLAND: Tantalus
Jan. 12-Feb. 4.
Granville Arts Center.
garlandartsboxoffice.com
972/205-2790

GARLAND: The Servant's
Last Serve Feb. 23-Mar. 18.
Granville Arts Center.
garlandartsboxoffice.com
972/205-2790

GLEN ROSE: Old Tyme
Tractor Show Feb. 3-4.
Somervell County Expo
Center. 254/897-4509

GLEN ROSE: Sweetheart
Safari Dinner and Tour
Feb.11. Fossil Rim Wildlife
Center. fossilrim.org
254/897-2960

GLEN ROSE: Third
Weekend Bluegrass
Feb.18. Oakdale Park.
254/897-2321

GRAND PRAIRIE:
Cirque du Soleil Kurios-
Cabinet of Curiosities
Feb. 17-19, 21-26, 28.
Lone Star Park at
Grand Prairie.
cirquedusoleil.com/kurios
972/263-7223

GRAPEVINE: Victorian
Candy Making Workshop
Feb. 4. Nash Farm.
nashfarm.org 817/410-3185
HALLETTSVILLE:
Hallettsville Market Days
Feb.18. Knight of
Columbus Hall.
hallettsvillemarketdays.com
361/772-0084

LOCKHART: Hot Rods and
Hatters Car Show and
Festival Feb. 3-4. Downtown.
hotrodsandhatters.com
512/657-4616

> continued on page 74
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ONLINE: Shop.texashighways.com
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$7.50. Express handling is not available outside
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Take a break this spring and experience life on
island time. Galveston Island's enchanting views
of sparkling waters and sandy shores are a couple
of reasons why time seems to stand still in this
historic beach town. And while relaxing along
32 miles of coast is worth the trip alone, it's just
the beginning.

Home to a plethora of adventure attractions, from
the pyramids of Moody Gardens to Schlitterbahn
Galveston Island Waterpark and the Pleasure Pier
amusement park, Galveston offers plenty of thrills
that make for an exciting vacation. And if you'd
rather take a ride through history, there is plenty
of that, too.

Galveston was once known as the Wall Street
of the South and served as the second busiest
U.S. immigration station behind Ellis Island. You
can learn about Galveston's history at its many
museums, such as the new Bryan Museum, Texas
Seaport Museum and 1877 Tall Ship ELISSA,
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Whether you're letting the good times roll for Mardi Gras, planning your Valentine's Day romantic getaway, or gathering the family

for a Spring Break escape, your paradise awaits at The San Luis Resort. With 700 guestrooms, 10 restaurants, climate controlled

pools, private cabana rentals and a luxurious spa, the San Luis Resort is an exciting destination for everyone!

Hilton
GALVESTON ISLAND RESORT

5400 Seawall Blvd. 9 409.744.5000
galvestonhilton.com

THE SAN LUIS / 
SPA & CONFERENCE CENTER -

5222 Seawall Blvd. " 409.744.1500
sanluisresort.com

5002 Seawall Blvd. " 409.740.5300
galvestonholidayinn.com

Lone Star Flight Museum and Galveston Railroad
Museum. The island is also home to one of the
largest collections of well-preserved Victorian
architecture in the country. Stunning examples like
the 1892 Bishop's Palace and 1895 Moody Mansion
are open for tours daily.

Seeing it all is easy with all-inclusive sightseeing
tours. You can dolphin watch while exploring the
island by sea on a Harbor Tour or explore even
further on a Galveston Duck Tour, Cool Tour or on
a helicopter. And don't miss self-guided wandering
through the island's historic downtown district
where shopping, dining and live entertainment will
not disappoint!

Lodging in Galveston accommodates every budget
and length of stay. Plan a week in one of the island's
charming beach houses and condos or take a quick
escape in a hotel or a historic bed & breakfast. For
exclusive online packages, visit www.galveston.com

I



NEW Birding and Photo Events!

Feather Fest
Galveston Birding & Nature Photo Festival
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a g Rg M sApril 6-9, 2017
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Spring Migration & 200+ Species of Birds
Trips led by Greg Miller, Kevin Karlson and Regional
Experts to Beach, Bay, Bclivar, High Island & More

Area Charm, History and Hospitality

REGISTER ONLINE!
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< continued from page 70

LULING: Chili Cook-Off
Feb. 25. American Legion
Post No.177.
discoverluling.com
830/875-9329

MCKINNEY: Dinosaurs Live!
Sep.17-Feb.19.
heardmuseum.org
972/562-5566

MCKINNEY: Third Monday
Trade Days Feb. 17-19.
tmtd.com 972/562-5466

MCKINNEY: Krewe of
Barkus Mardi Gras Dog
Parade Feb. 26.
Mitchell Park.
downtownmckinney.com

MESQUITE: Diane Walker-
Gladney Art Exhibit
Feb. 1-28. Mesquite Arts
Center Main Gallery.
mesquiteartscenter.org
972/216-6444

MESQUITE: Little Shop
of Horrors Feb. 17-19, 24-26.
Mesquite Arts Center
Black Box Theatre.
mesquitecommunitytheatre.
com 972/216-8126

MESQUITE: Mesquite
Symphony Orchestra
Concert. Feb. 18.
Mesquite Arts Center
Concert Hall.
mesquitesymphony.org
972/216-8127

MESQUITE: Opal Lawrence
Historical Park Tours Feb. 25.
Opal Lawrence Historical
Park. historicmesquite.org
972/216-6468

NOCONA: Mardi Gras Ball
Feb. 4. Veranda Inn
Events Center.
nocona.org 940/825-5111

NOCONA: Mardi Gras
Nocona Style. Feb. 16-18.
Downtown. nocona.org
940/825-3526

PLANO: Death Imitates Art:
A Valentine Murder Mystery
Feb. 10-11. Rover
Dramawerks.
roverdramawerks.com
972/849-0358

PLANO: Wi/I You Still
Love Me in the Morning
Feb. 10-Mar. 5.
Cox Building Playhouse.
theatre-britain.com
972/490-4202

PLANO: Trust Fund Baby
Feb. 17-26. The ArtCentre
Theatre. artcentretheatre.
com 214/810-3228

RICHARDSON: Tina
Packer's Women of Will
Feb. 3-4. Eisemann Center.
eisemanncenter.com
972/744-4650

RICHARDSON: Keyboard
Conversations-The Splendor
of Schubert Feb. 6.
Eisemann Center.

eisemanncenter.com
972/744-4650

RICHARDSON:
Paul Taylor Dance Company
Feb. 11. Eisemann Center.
eisemanncenter.com
972/744-4650

RICHARDSON:
Disenchanted! Feb. 16-19.
Eisemann Center.
eisemanncenter.com
972/744-4650

RICHARDSON:
Cirque De La Symphonie
Feb. 18. Eisemann Center.
planosymphony.org
972/473-7262

RICHARDSON: A Carlin
Home Companion:
Growing Up With George
Feb. 24-25. Eisemann Center.
eisemanncenter.com
972/744-4650

RICHARDSON: Dr. Seuss'
The Cat In The Hat Feb. 26.
Eisemann Center.
eisemanncenter.com
972/744-4650

ROUND TOP: Valentine's
Concert with Dick Smith
and Friends Feb.11.
Round Top Festival Institute.
festivalhill.org
979/249-3129

WAXAHACHIE:
Gingerbread House Chili
Cook-Off Feb. 17-19.
Ellis County Expo Center.

elliscountycac.org
972/937-1870

WAXAHACHIE:
Stephen Nielson Symphony
Concert Feb. 25.
SAGU Hagee Center.
waxahachiesymphony.org
469/309-4040

SOUTH TEXAS
PLAINS
GOLIAD: Goliad Market
Days Feb. 11. Historic
Downtown Square.
goliadcc.org
361/645-3563

GOLIAD: La Bahia
Under Siege Feb. 25-26.
Presidio La Bahia.
presidiolabahia.org
361/645-3752

LAREDO: Washington's
Birthday Celebration
Jan. 20-Feb. 20.
Various locations.
wbcalaredo.org
956/722-0589

LAREDO: Laredo Birding
Festival Feb. 8-11.
Various locations.
laredobirdingfestival.org
800/361-3360

SAN ANTONIO: Asian
Festival-Year Of The
Rooster Feb. 4.
Institute of Texan Cultures.
texancultures.com
210/458-2224

SAN ANTONIO: San
Antonio Stock Show and
Rodeo Feb. 9-26. AT&T
Center Freeman Coliseum
Grounds. sarodeo.com
210/225-5851

SAN ANTONIO:
The Secret Garden
Feb. 10-Mar.12.
The Playhouse Russell Hill
Rogers Theater.
theplayhousesa.org
210/733-7258

SAN ANTONIO:
The Tempest
Feb. 17-Mar. 12.
The Classic Theatre
of San Antonio.
classictheatre.org
210/589-8450

SAN ANTONIO: On and
Off Fredericksburg Road
Studio Tour Feb. 18-19.
Bihl Haus Arts.
onandofffred.org
210/383-9723

WANT MORE?
GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT
texashighways.com.
FOR A FREE PRINTED COPY of an even more de-
tailed, quarterly schedule of events, write to Texas Highways
Events Calendar subscriptions, P.O. Box 149249, Austin, TX
78714-9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the
U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.

FOR TEXAS TRAVEL QUESTIONS, call 800/
452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information Center,
where a professional travel counselor will provide routing
assistance, advise you of road conditions, and send bro-
chures (including the official Texas State Travel Guide,
Texas Official Travel Map, and quarterly Texas Highways
Events Calendar).

TO SUBMIT EVENT INFORMATION:
texashighways.com and go to Events, Event Submission
form; email: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Highways
Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin, TX 78714-1009.
Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1;
Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1;
Winter (Dec., Jan. Feb.) Sep. 1.

BOAT EXCURSIONS

Mitchell
Historic Properties

HARBOR
HOUSE

HOTEL AND MARINA
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THE DAYTRIPPER
WITH CHET GARNER
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Swingin' By on Turkey Time

T UCKED AWAY IN THE TEXAS PANHANDLE 
is atownthat exists on its own time.

It's a place where bison herds still roam freely, ancient canyons feel untouched

by human hands, and "urbanization" is just a fancy word in the dictionary with no

application to real life. To slow down my own pace, I saddled my modern wagon of

steel and headed off for some time in Turkey.

9 A.M. While the town streets felt
sleepy, I found plenty of bright-eyed
locals grabbing breakfast at Galvan's,
a Mexican-American institution. I

grabbed a seat next to John Wayne's

portrait and proceeded to devour my

delicious plate of huevos rancheros.

Stuffed to the hilt, I wobbled toward

the door until the heavenly smell of

fried pies stopped me in my tracks. I

had no choice but to grab a few to go.

10 A.M. Next stop was the Bob
Wills Museum, where I learned about

"The King of Western Swing." Wills
was raised in Turkey, and his memory

still attracts thousands of visitDrs to

the annual Bob Wills Day festival, held

the last Saturday in April. His talent

forged a new genre and changed popu-

lar music forever.

11:30 A.M. Cruising the town with

my new Bob Wills CD on the stereo, I

spotted a giant arrow sticking gut of

the ground. I decided to pull over and

investigate. Turns out these 22-foot

tall arrows are a part of the Quanah

Parker Trail. marking important areas

to the history of the Comanches. There
are more than 80

arrows spread across

the Panhandle, and

the one in Turkey

City Park memorial-

izes the deep Coman-

che connections in

Hall County.

Chet Garner
host of The Da
travel show on
To view the Tu
episode visit
thedaytripper. c

NOON To learn more, I cruised 10

miles down the road to the town of

Quitaque (pronounced "Kitty-kway")

and headed to the Comanchero Can-

yons Museum. Inside I found a trea-

sure trove of items unearthed by a few

dedicated locals using metal detectors.

The discovery of a few of these price-

less items has literally changed the

history books by pinpointing the exact

locations of conflicts between settlers

and Native Americans.

1 P.M. In the distance, the mountain-

ous canyons beckoned me to explore,
but first I needed some fuel for the

journey. I joined the crowd forming
at Caprock Cafe and felt right at home.
I ordered a "Down & Dirty" fried-

chicken sandwich topped with haba-
nero garlic sauce, and it was just hot
enough to kick me into gear for the rest
of the afternoon.

2 P.M. I ventured on to the majestic
Caprock Canyons State Park & Trail-
way, where breathtaking formations

of red and orange rock stretched as far

as I could see. As I hiked through the
park, my amazement turned to terror

when I came face to face with a wild

bison grazing on the trail. Luckily he
paid me no attention, and I hiked right
past this member of the official Texas
State Bison Herd.

4 P.M. I was inspired to ride the
range like a true cowboy, so I met up

with Tomas Hinojosa of Quitaque
Riding Stables and hopped on a horse
named "Mr. T." We gazed upon amaz-

ing vistas I never would have found on

my own. With no signs of human habi-

tation anywhere, I almost expected a

group of Comanches to ride over the

hills at any point.

6 P.M. All that horsin' around

is the made me hungry, so I headed to

ytripper Hotel Turkey, which has been
PBS. offering its brand of hometown
rkey hospitality since 1927. These

om days it's also an excellent restau-

rant and watering hole where

locals gather to relax, listen to

live music, and enjoy some unbeatable

home cooking. After toasting with the
couple at the next table, I took a bite of

my hefty bison burger and thought,

"What a day!"

As the crowd stomped its feet to the

swing music, I escaped to the porch and

watched the sun set over the plains.

This town is truly from another era, and
I hope it never changes. So whether you

follow my footsteps or forge your own

path, I hope to see you on the road. I.

Contact the city of Turkey at 806/423-1033, www.bobwillsday.com.

Photo: Hogaboom Road. Inc. FEBRUARY 2o17 75



TRAVEL MATTERS
TRAVEL TALK WITH TRUE TEXANS
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Punchin', Preachin',
and the Piney Woods

George Foreman's love for East Texas

story by Matt Joyce

AYBE YOU KNOW GEORGE FOREMAN THE BOXER. "BIG

George" notched a 76-5 record in his legendary career, includ-

ing an Olympic Gold Medal in 1968, a world heavyweight title

in 1973, and, following an impr-bable comeback at age 45, a second

world heavyweight title in -994.

Maybe you know George Foreman the pitchman. He sold more than

100 million George Foreman Grills before parting ways with the mak-

er of the electric, indoor "lean, mean, fat-reducing grilling machine."

(George says he still uses his grill; his favorite dish is salmon steak.)

Maybe you know George Foreman the preacher. Following his sec-

ond professional boxing defeat in 1977, George experienced a religious

"Springtime
in East Texas
captured my

heart.... I
knew then
that this

would be my
permanent

life."

conversion and started evange-

lizing. He now presides over the

nondenominational Church of

the Lord Jesus Christ in Houston.

Or, maybe you know George

Foreman the entertainer. George

travels internationally as a mo-

tivational speaker and recently

starred in the NBC reality show

Better Late Than Never, which

chronicled his travels across Asia

with Henry Winkler, William

Shatner, and Terry Bradshaw.
At 68, Foreman, who was

born in Marshall and grew up
in Houston's Fifth Ward, has

overcome significant odds since

dropping out of high school and

joining the Job Corps at age 16.

George, the father of 10, and

his wife, Mary, split their time

between Houston and a ranch

in Marshall.

. Do you still box? How do

you get your exercise?A 0 If I am going to do

what I love more than

anything, and that's eat, I am

going to have to pay the price.

And I have about 3,000 square

feet of gym right next to my

kitchen, so I work out as much as

I can. I have bicycles, a punching
bag, and lot of weights, but I don't

box at all anymore.

Q: Do you miss competitive

boxing?
A: I fell in love with boxing,

which is the worst thing in

the world to do because it's

too much abuse. Sometimes I

miss the workouts but not the

actual fighting.

Q: How much of your time

do you spend traveling?
A: A major portion of my time

is traveling. As a matter of fact

I just got back from Germany

this Monday, and I'll be travel-

ing to England > continued on page 66

Illustration by Charlie Powell

r:
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Houston's
Football

Fantasyland
No ticket? No problem. As host of the

51st Super Bowl, Houston welcomes football

fans with a plethora of pigskin pastimes.

Few of us will ever see a Super Bowl game in person, considering the coin and commit-
ment required to attend. But football fans still have a chance to partake in fun down-
town events surrounding the game. The free Super Bowl LIVE fan festival (January
28-February 5) spreads across 35 blocks with activities, including a virtual reality trip to
Mars and concerts by such Texas artists as ZZ Top, Solange Knowles, Gary Clark Jr.,
Leon Bridges, and The Suffers. At the NFL Experience, play NFL-themed games and
take your picture with the Vince Lombardi Trophy. www.housuperbowl.com

Photo: Smiley N. Pool/ Houston Chronicle, used with permission FE BRUA RY 2017 77



DISCOVER TEXAS!
GET STARTED NOW. Order a FREE travel packet with the Texas State Travel Guide,

Texas Official Travel Map and the current issue of the Texas Highways Events Calendar.

Visit texashighways.com/freepubs or call 877-252-8150 and request Package 2.

i CAST

FREE
TRAVEL

INFO
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