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10 GALLONS? This cowboy must have decided he needed a
little growing room when he celebrated Go Texan Day at the
TGIF sponsored by Employee Relations. See page 6 for more

pictures of the Feb. 27 festivities at the Houston Main Build-
ing Lounge. (Photo by Gary Parker)
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Knobil appointed new Med School dean

Dr. Ernst Knobil, the Richard
Beatty Mellon Professor of Physiolo-
gy and chai~man of the Department
of Physiology at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Medicine, has
been appoirted dean of the Medical
School.

Knobil, 54, will succeed Dr.
Robert L. Tu*tle, who has been dean
of the 10-year-old medical school
since 1975. Tuttle announced last
summer that he had decided to
resign as deen when a successor was
chosen.

President Bulger said in
announcing Knobil’'s appointment,
“The search committee has recom-
mended to me in Dr. Knobil an
internationally known medical
scholar and educator, a person with
demonstrable administrative skills
grafted onto a long experience in
medical academe with intense ex-
posure to local and national medical
education issues.”

Bulger said Knobil “will take
over the leadership role of a matur-
ing medical school at the beginning
of its second decade of existence.
Having survived the trials of infancy
and adolescer.ce, the medical school
stands ready to fulfill its goal of

Dr. Ernst Knobil
Dean, Medical School

becoming a medical school of the
first order.

“To achieve our lofty goals will
require the highest of academic
standards for excellence,”” Bulger
said.

Kids with leukemia learn
about disease from game

By Ina Fried

Champ has just been diagnosed
as having leukemia. What happens
next?

Children who share Champ’s
diagnosis can share their feelings
and information through a simula-
tion of Champ’s life. The game for
children 7-13 years old was devel-
oped as part of the work toward a
master’s degree in oncological (can-
cer) nursing by Jeanette Adams,
instructor at the School of Nursing.

“A simulation has all sorts of
advantages in teaching,” said
Adams, who teaches pediatric nurs-
ing at the nursing school. “It pro-
vides an introduction to reality, but
since it's a game, it’s safe. I thought
a game would bz a good way to in-
terest a child. Also, since it’s played
in a group, it's cost-effective.”

The game, which is played on a
board, has no pre-determined start
or finish, Adams explained. By spin-
ning the pointer, the players move
their markers around the board to
such places as a friend’s house, a
school or the clinic. Though the

children have leukemia, the game
shows that they can still do “fun
things” like going to the park or to a
fast-food restaurant, Adams said.

When the marker lands at a spe-
cific location, the child draws a card
with a question related to leukemia,
such as “What part of the body does
a doctor do a spinal tap on?” or
“What does anemic mean?”’

A psychologist who previewed
the game was concerned that the
children would feel unhappy if they
didn’t know the answers, so an
answer booklet was included,
Adams said. The children also help
each other answer, and a health pro-
fessional is available while the chil-
dren play.

If the player’s marker lands on a
block with a smiling face, the child
draws a “‘stroke” card describing
some of the good things about life,
such as “It’s fun to learn new
things” or “Mom and Dad love me.”
The person with the most smiling
faces wins the game.

With the consent of their par-

(Continued on page 5)

“By 1990, we want the UT Med-
ical School in Houston to be recog-
nized as being among the very best
in the nation, and we think that will
require wise and tough leadership,”
Bulger said. ““We believe that Dr.
Knobil is the right person for the job
of dean, and we look forward to the
future with him at the helm.”

Knobil said, “My decision to
accept this major responsibility in
medical education was governed by
my conviction that the potential for
the future is second to none. The
goals of the faculty and administra-
tion are achievable . . . and achiev-
able with distinction.”

Knobil has served in his present
position for the past 20 years. Since
1974 he also has served as director
of the Center for Research in Primate
Reproduction at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Medicine.

Knobil has served on the execu-
tive council of the Association of
American Medical Colleges
(AAMC), on the administrative
board of the AAMC'’s Council of
Academic Societies and on the liai-
son committee on medical educa-
tion of the AAMC and the American

NON-CIRCULAIING NTSU LIBRARY

Medical Association. He was on the
very first accreditation team for the
UT Medical School in Houston
when the school was established.

Currently editor in chief of the
“American Journal of Physiology:
Endocrinology and Metabolism,”
Knobil served as a consultant to the
Human Reproduction Unit of the
World Health Organization.

He is a past president of the
American Physiological Society, the
Association of Chairmen of Depart-
ments of Physiology and the Endo-
crine Society. He was chairman of
the Reproductive Biology Study
Section and served on several advi-
sory committees for the National
Institutes of Health, US Public
Health Service.

He has been a member of the UT
Health Science Center’s Visiting
Committee since it was established
in 1980, and he is a member of the
board of directors of a number of
professional organizations.

He earned his B.S. and Ph.D
degrees at Cornell University and
was on the faculty at Harvard
Medical School before going on to
Pittsburgh.

THIS IS YOUR LIFE — Jeanette Adams, instuctor in the School of Nursing, displays the game
she developed for children with leukemia. The game simulates events in the life of Champ, a
child with the disease. (Photo by Gary Parker)
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Researchers link IUD use with disease

By Barbara Baker

Researchers at the Medical School have
reported a clue to explain why occurrence of a
rare pelvic infection, actinomycosis, appears to
be linked with long-term use of intra-uterine
devices (IUDs) for birth control.

Based on extensive studies of a number of
cases of the disease, circumstantial evidence indi-
cates that a buildup of calcium on the 1UD over a
period of years creates an environment favorable
for the growth of actinomyces bacteria, the
researchers report.

In a paper presented at the annual meeting of
the International Academy of Pathology March 3,
Dr. Waldemar Schmidt and his associates report
that calcium deposits open an “ecological niche”
which allows organisms to grow together in an

environment where they normally would not
exist.

The UT group first reported the apparent link
between actinomycosis and IUDs at last year’s
meeting of the International Academy of Pathology

In an interview, Schmidt, a pathologist, said
the calcium deposits probably occur because the
body often places a layer of calcium around a for-
eign substance as a protective effort.

Schmidt said that there have been fewer
cases of involvement of copper IUDs with actino-
mycosis. He suggested that the bacteriostatic
action (action which inhibits growth of bacteria)
of copper probably explains that phenomenon.

Actinomycosis is a difficult disease to diag-
nose for several reasons. One is that by the time
symptoms occur which suggest that there is a

problem, extensive damage may already be done
to tissues in the reproductive system.

Another problem is that since actinomycosis
is unusual, many physicians have not had experi-
ence with it, and it is sometimes misdiagnosed.

Diagnosis usually is confirmed by micro-
scopic examination of tissue samples.

Schmidt said that since it is the aging of the
IUD and the resulting buildup of calcium which
appear to be associated with actinomycosis,
women should have the devices replaced every
two years, or three years at the maximum.

A Federal Food and Drug Administration
subcommittee studying the link between the dis-
ease and IUDs has recommended that IUD wear-
ers have a Pap smear done every two years. UT

Armadillos aid scientists here in research

By Ina Fried

Now the star of some clever
television commercials in the Lone
Star State, the Texas armadillo may
have a nobler purpose in life
through some research just getting
underway at the Medical School.

Because of some unusual char-
acteristics, the animal is well-suited
to research that may give important
clues to the reproductive process in
humans, according to Dr. June Ken-
dall, assistant professor of obstetrics
and gynecology.

One unusual characteristic is
that the female armadillo always has
four identical babies, produced
when a fertilized egg subdivides.
“This provides a nice model to
study the immunological and genet-
ic characteristics of identical twins.”
Kendall said.

Since the female armadillo ust-
ally becomes infertile in captivity,
Kendall hopes to use in vitro fertil-
ization with the animals. In vitro fer-
tilization means that the egg is
removed from the animal’s body,
fertilized in a test tube and then
placed back in the animal’s uterus
for natural maturation to birth. The
procedure would enable the
researcher to learn more about basic
reproductive medicine.

“I'll be looking at what factors
are necessary for implantation of the
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fertilized egg and whether the sub-
division of the egg (into four fetuses)
can occur in the test tube or whether
it has to get a stimulus from the uter-
us to divide,” Kendall said.

She also will study the function
of a hormone called relaxin, which
has been shown to increase the

motility of human sperm in a test
tube.

"“The armadillo is the only spe-
cies known to date in which this
hormone is found in the male as
well as the female,” Kendall said.
“We’ll isolate the relaxin and study
its role in reproduction.”

Another unusual characteristic
of the armadillo is that it is the only
animal besides primates in which
the fetus has an adrenal gland struc-
turally similar to that of the human.
Studying the armadillo may help
explain how the adrenal gland regu-
lates birth in humans as well.

Strangely enough, Kendall
pointed out, the armadillo is not
related to primates or humans on the
evolutionary scale. It is on its own
branch of the evolutionary tree, and
its closest relatives are the anteater
and the sloth.

The male and two females with
which she is doing preliminary
work were captured in Bastrop in
the fall. The Animal Care Facility
has worked with Kendall in devel-
oping methods for maintaining the
animals in captivity.

The armadillos live in a large
cage along with a plastic trash can
filled with shredded newspaper.
They eat a combination of dog food,
cat food, raw egg and dirt. Yes, dirt.

In case you're wondering, their
diet does not include the well-
known beverage armadillos
advertise on TV.

Ut

Chili cookoff will benefit HAPS

Sharpen those tastebuds and
pull out your favorite recipe for a
good “bowl] of Texas red.” It’s chili
cooking time again.

The first annual Houston Area
Parkinsonism Society (HAPS) Chili
Cookoff is set for Saturday, May 186,
and it is co-sponsored by the Health
Science Center.

All proceeds from the cookoff,
which will be held just south of the
medical center on the 100-acre tract
of UT land, will benefit HAPS.

The HSC planning committee is
headed by Dr. Joe Wood, chairman
of the Department of Neurobiology
and Anatomy. He is encouraging
participation by all TMC institu-
tions. Wood, who has been active in
HAPS for several years, decribed
parkinsonism as a group of neuro-
logical disorders characterized by
tremor and muscular rigidity.

Other UT committee members
are Dr. John Linner, Gene Weather-
all and Dr. Jon Watson.

Points awarded at this cookoff
will apply toward qualifying the
head cook to participate in the
World Championship Chili Cookoff,

held each November in Terlingua.
Entries are limited to 100 cooks.

Head cooks may pre-register by con-

tacting Joe Wood at 792-5700.

Reagan taps UT official

Dr. Edward N. Brandt Jr., vice
chancellor for health affairs of the
UT System, has been appointed by
President Reagan to the position of
assistant secretary for health of the
Department of Health and Human
Services.

UT System Chancellor E. Don
Walker said Brandt “will bring great
talent, experience and understand-
ing to a most critical post.”

Nationally recognized for his
contributions to family and preven-
tive medicine and community
health programs, Brandt was execu-
tive dean of the UT Medical Branch

at Galveston before becoming vice
chancellor in 1977.

He is chairman of the Section
on Medical Schools of the American
Medical Association and in 1979
was named Distinguished Service
Member of the Association of Amer-
ican Medical Colleges.

Brandt received a B.S. degree in
mathematics from The University of
Oklahoma, an M.A. in mathematics
from Oklahoma State University,
and both M.D. and Ph.D. degrees
from The University of Oklahoma
College of Medicine.



WIZARD OF OZ REVISITED — Close, but noi quite. Substitute Dev:1
Tooth Decay for the Wicked Witch o” the Wes-, aad children’s healtk
teeth for the ruby slippers, and you have a den-ist’s version of the leg-
endary Oz. In photo above, Goodwill Dental Clinic dental assistar.ts
Nancy Floyd, the Tooth Fairy, and Anita Rodriguez (right), the devil.
act in a skit for the students o Betsy Ross Elsmentary School
expounding the evils of sugary snacks and tae virtues of good utri-
tion and brushing. At left, Teresa Harceman, foarth-year student a* the
Dental Branch, instructs kindergartena- John C-uz on the most efZec-
tive methods of brushing. The activitizs were among those promating
National Children's Dental Health Moack in Fzbruary. (Photos hy Gary
Parker)

1,000 enter Sportathon; set April 11

By Diane Broberg

While entries for Sportathon '81
numbered less than 50 in mid-Jar.u-
ary, they exceeded 1,000 by tha Feb.
20 extended deadline.

A number of the new registra-
tions occurred because of a Spor-
tathon TGIF party on Feb. 13
according to Beverly Wright of the
Department of Community Medi-
cine. “'Although no more than 60
signed up that day, the TGIF party
caused the number cf entries to
increase during the following
week,” she said.

Word-of-mouta advertising by
individuals in each cf th2 parzicipat-
ing institutions in the Texas Medi-
cal Center was the major reason fo:
the exponential increase however,
Wright said. Many of the events in
the health fair/olympics day
required teams tc enter together,
and many of the teams are entered
in several events.

For example, the UT Police has
entered a team for the obstacle
course, volleyball, and track events,
and members of the Departmer:t of
Pediatrics at the Medizal School
have entered volleyba’l, biking and
frisbee. The list goes on ar.d on,
with volleyball emerging as one of
the favorite team spcrts, i number
of entries is any procf.

The interesting category “New
Games” caught the eye of many
applicants who wanted tc 2e part of
Sportathon and weren't sure what to
enter. These are fun events that are
low on competiticn and high on
enthusiasm. Some of these events
may also involve tkose who haven't
registered but who want to partizi-
pate at the time.

Other events include t=nnis, =
softball throw, a tug-of-war, a 10
kilometer run, and a tarze mile
“fun run.”

While entrants are lim:ted tc
Texas Medical Center students ar.d
employees, 18 entraats are coming
from as far away as Bastrop. where

the UT System Cancer Center has a
research facility.

located at the following places:

Baylor College of Medicine — blue
bulletin board by student boxes.

Jesse Jones Library Building — by
information desk.

M.D. Anderson Hospital — first
floor cafeteria.

boxes; in cafz-eria; ir. recreation center;
and in fifth floor lounge.

UT Schecl of Allied Health Scienz-
es — entrancze to “~eeman Building.

UT Schaol of Narsing — fourth
floor mail rcom.

UT School of Public Health — by

Families, Friends Invited

The organizers of Sportathon
hope families and friends of the par-
tizipants will come out and enjoy

the fun on April 11 (rain date: April
12). There will be no admission
charge or parking fee. Food and
drinks will be available throughout
the day. All events will be at the
Rice University Track Stadium and

Texas Woman's University — first
floor of residence hell by north desk.

UT Dental Branzh — outside Room
413.

UT Graduate School of Biomedical
Sciences — front enfrance.

UT Main Building — cafeteria; sixth

student mail boxes

Volunteers are still needed 1o
help out for all cr part of the day.
For information not covered on the
Sportathon builetin toards or to vol-
unteer your assistance, call the

adjacent areas.

Spectators will have plenty to
do besides watching events. A large
health promotion tent will be set up
alcngside the Rice Track Stadium
and will have a variety of booths
both from local agencies like the
Red Cross and the Harris County
Health Department and from many
TMC programs including CareA-
ware (Hermann Hospital), Drug
Abuse and Poison Prevention (UH-
College of Pharmacy) and several
departments of the UT System Can-
cer Center.

The Texas Woman's University
School of Physical Therapy will
offer posture screening and muscle
stretching demonstrations. The UT
Emergency Medical Service will do
cardiopulmonary resuscitation dem-
onstrations, and the Speech and
Hearing Institute's Mobile Hearing
Clinic will do testing. The TMC
Library will have a booth on sports-
r2lated information.

floor cashier; and president’s office.

Sportathon Hot Line, 792-5255. UT
UT Medical School — by student

Schedule and Information

The running and track events
will start at 8 a.m. with team events
(frisbee, tug-of-war, etc.) scheduled
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Many events are
occurring simultaneously. Complete
schedules of the day will be avail-
abie as handouts on April 11 and
will be posted throughout the TMC
on Sportathon bulletin boards. Loca-
tion of the Bike Race Course and
courses for the 10 km and Fun Run
are also posted.

Sportathon bulletin boards are

THOUSANDTH ENTRANT — Medical student Ronnie Scott rzceives his Soortathon T-shirt
from Dr. Ruby Isom, acting chairman of community medicine :n the Medical S-hool, as he
becomes the 1,000th person to enter the day-long sports and health promotion evant scheduled
for April 11 at Rice University Track Stadium. (Photo by Gary Farker)
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SPIRALING MEDICAL COSTS need to be
contained, but should physicians have the
total responsibility of prac:icing cost-effective
health zare? That was the question Dr. Robert
“veatch medical etaics prafessor from
Georgetown University. put before the
admin’stration, students and physicians
attending the first of five lectures on cost-
effect-ve health care sporsored by the UT task
force. Dr. Paul Lai-son, president and director
of the Permanente Mecicel Association of
Texas, will soeak on Health Care Delivery
April 10 at the Medica! School. (Photo by
Gary Parker’

Frugality jeopardizes doctors’ vows

By Susan Fox

Thrusting the total responsibili-
ty of cost-effective health care upon
physicians could put them in a mor-
al bind, according to Dr. Robert
Veatch, who recently spoke to doc-
tors, administrators and students
here on the ethical implications in
containing spiraling medical costs.

Veatch, the first of five speakers
to talk on cost-effective health care,
was invited to UT by a task force
organized last year by President
Bulger to survey ways cost effective-
ness could be presented to students
in the eight schools here.

The Georgetown University
medical ethics professor said that
the only way to get a handle on
health care is to face the ethical
issues directly. And to do that, soci-
ety needs to decide whether physi-
cians should use their own judge-
ment or rely on protocol in
eliminating unnecessary tests.

Traditionally, he said, the phy-
sician vowed to serve his patient’s

needs. Any cost containment plan
places health personnel in a moral
bind.

Either physicians remain true to
the Hippocratic Oath and leave the
practice of cost containment to oth-
ers or abandon their vows, he said.

If physicians are exempt from
cost effectiveness, then the con-
straints will come from the private
insurers, and the Medicaid and
Medicare planners, he said.

“I am truly perplexed by the
moral choice confronting us posed
by the cost containment concern,”
Veatch said, adding that perhaps it
should be left up to the patient.

He explained that if treatments
are judged inappropriate by the
patients, then the patient should
have the right to refuse. And if that
refusal also reduces medical care
costs, it is a “fortuitous side effect.”

He also noted that if the deci-
sion to eliminate certain tests in
order to lower health care costs
should fall into the hands of plan-

ning agencies and private insurers,
they first should give patients the
right to accept or refuse treatments.

“That is the first strategy for
responsible health policy,” accord-
ing to Veatch, who added that indi-
vidual medical professionals cannot
and should not have the responsibil-
ity of containing medical costs.

According to a cost effective-
ness health care survey conducted
by the UT task force, 68 percent of
the courses that provide some infor-
mation on cost-effective health care
are at the School of Public Health
and the Medical School.

Dr. Paul Lairson, president and
medical director of the Permanente
Medical Association of Texas, will
speak on ‘““The Health Maintenance
— A Strategy for Cost-Effective
Health Care” at noon in Room 3001
at the Medical School on April 10.
Future topics will include ““Hospital
Cost Containment,” “Effective Den-
tal Care” and ““Teaching Strategies.”

Patients, families need help facing mystery of

By Barbara Short

She zaid to the child, “I'm com-
ing to town next week; can we make
plans to zet togeth=r?”

And he responded, “Gee, I
don’t know. I jus: don’t make plans
anymore.”’

She is Dr. Betty Pfefferbaum,
child psvchiatrist at the Medical
School.

He is a dying child.

Pfe-ferbaum related this ex-
change during the recent Dying
Pztient sem’nar sponsored by the
Medical School’s chapter of the
Anrerican Medical Student Associa-
tion. The story illustrated the im-
pact that impending death has on
the attitudes and feelings of dying
children.

Th2 most important bit of
aZvice she can give to those who
deal with dying children, Pfeffer-
baum said, is to I'sten instead of
talk.

“The child will express his own
concerns at his own pace, if allowed
the opportunity. Sorie people won-
der what to tell tae child if he direct-
1y asks if ke is dving,” Pfefferbaum
said. “In such situations, try to find
cut exactly what the child is asking:
‘Am I going to die tonight? Am I
going to die alone? Will it hurt?”

Fiefferbaum ciled the case of
11-year-old Scott as an example cf
children’s concerns about imminent
death.

Scott was stricken with a severe
acute illness and was close to death
for several months. Pfefferbaum
said. He was directly tolc he was
goinz to die.

But Scott didr:'t die.

During & videotaping Scott
desc-ibed his feelings about being
told he was gcing to die.

‘The doclors should not have
told me [ was going to die. Many
things go thraugh your head. You
give up. Give up hope,” he said.

“You ask vourself: ‘Joes this
lessen my chances of living? Should
I have died " You still fizht when

4

you don’t know,” Scott said.

Death is a mystery, Pfefferbaum
said, and there are many concepts
about it. “No one alive has died
before. All we do know for sure is
that death is universal and irreversi-
ble,” she said.

Pfefferbaum described the
developmental aspects of under-
standing the concept of death.
Under the age of 18 months, a child
doesn’t think about death. This
doesn’t mean a child wouldn’t
have a reaction to death or loss,
Pfefferbaum said. A pre-schooler
thinks of death in terms of a loss or
separation.

A child of early elementary
school age considers death in
incomplete and concrete terms. He
doesn’t comprehend that death is
irreversible.

“The child senses that some-
thing stops when death occurs, but
may not realize that all bodily func-
tions cease,” Pfefferbaum said. “For
example, I asked one child what he
thought death would be like for him.
He said he would be buried, but that
he would take his coloring book to
keep from being bored.”

A child in early adolescence has
a more adult-like concept of death,
Pfefferbaum said. He understands
that he is vulnerable, that everyone
dies and that death is irreversible.

Grieving Process Predictable

Upon the death of a loved one
there is a standard reaction in adult
survivors. This is the grieving pro-
cess, said Dr. Richard DeVaul, psy-
chiatrist and associate dean for stu-
dent and curriculum affairs at the
Medical School.

“The grieving process runs a
predictable course in adults up to
the age of about 60. There are three
stages of grief,” DeVaul said.

The first stage is that of shock
and denial. It usually lasts from sev-
eral days to a few weeks, DeVaul
said.

“Many of the cultural and com-

munity activities which are tradi-
tional on the event of a person’s
death serve the purpose of formaliz-
ing and acknowledging the death.
These varied traditions help people
through the first stage of the griev-
ing process,” DeVaul said.

The second stage of the grieving
process is one of intense feelings,
irritability, depression, anger and
the need to cry. Two normal aspects
of this stage are social withdrawal
and the tendency to identify with
the dead person.

However, the latter can become
severe to the point of over-identifi-
cation. This may lead to the adop-
tion of the symptoms of the disease
which caused the death of the loved
one, DeVaul said.

The second stage lasts weeks to
months and overlaps the recovery
period.

Resolution of grief is the final
stage of the process, DeVaul said.

“Evidence that a person has
resolved his grief is his ability to
talk with rational perspective about
the dead loved one, the cessation of
the over-idealization of the deceased
and the ability to recall the deceased
without its being painful,” he said.

It is important, DeVaul said, for
a person to grieve and resolve the
grief in order to be able to continue
with life in a normal, healthy way.

Legal Aspects

A general set of criteria, which
has been derived over the past sever-
al years from a body of case law, is
considered to be a guideline for
determining when artificial life sup-
port may be terminated, said Dan
Peterson, an attorney with Fulbright
and Jaworski’s health law section.

These criteria are relevant in
cases where an incompetent patient,

“SOME PEOPLE WONDER what to tell the
child if he directly asks if he is dying . .. Try
to find out exactly what the child is asking.”
— Dr. Betty Pfefferbaum, child psychiatrist,
Medical School.

“A COMPETENT, ADULT PATIENT has the right to refuse medical treatment. The legal diffi-
culties begin when dealing with an incompetent adult or minor.” — Dan Peterson, attorney,
health/law section, Fulbright and Jaworski. (Photos by Gary Parker)



FAMED VISITOR SHARES IDEAS — Dr. Lewis Thomas (right), chancellor of Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Carcer Cenfer in New York, maintained a busy schiedule dur-ng his three-day visi- to
the Healh Sc.ence Center, but he and “resident Bulger did finc a quiet mom.ent for a discus-
sion. As the first ~ecipient of The Betty Wheless Totter Visiting Pro’esscrship -n the Health
Sciences, Themas de.ivered four public lectures and had several in“ormel sessions with stu-
dents and facalty. He also lectured at F:ce and Baylor sincz the professorshio is designed o
enable the Healtk Science Center to share the visiting professor s time wih otaer institutions.
Thomas, who said he was “entirely optimistic about the p-ospects of bio_ogical and medica.
science for tha futurs,” is internationally-acclaimed for his books The Lives of a Cell and
Medusa 1nd the Snail. The four lecturss will be eired on HSC-TV s Chanrel 4 the week of
March 50-April 3, ani programming information may be ob-ainzd in the HSC-TV schedule or

by calling 792-4633.

death

who is being aided by artificial
means iz in a non-cognitive state
and that state is irreversibls, Peter-
son said Also, the patient’s condi-
tion r1:- be considered terminal
with cr without treatment and his
death must be imminent (within one
year).

If these criteria are melt, thzn life
support may be terminated without
a court ordzr, Petarson said, stress-
ing that 1ae criteria are drawn from
cases from many jurisdictions
throughout the United States and
have yet to be tested in Texas.

“ A competent adult patient has
the right to refuse treatment. Tke
legal difficulties begin witk incom-

“MANY OF T-IE CULTURAL and community act-vities . . . servz t=e purpose of formalizing

petent adu_ts and mincrs,” Peterson
said.

Peterson noted -hat the Texas
legislarure enectec a statute in
1979 which added brain death as a
standa-d in caterm:ning death, as
well as cod:fying the common law
definition.

“Thz law now Les two parts,”
he said. ‘A perscn is considered
legally dead when thers is irreversi-
ble cessation af spontaneous resoira-
tory and circtlatory functions. But,
if the person is on artificial respira-
tory and c:roizlatory support, he is
legally dead when therz is irreversi-
ble cessation of all soontaneous
brain function.”

Ut

and acknowledging the death. These varied traditions help people tarough tae first stage cf the
grieving process.” — Or. Richard DeVaul, psychiatrist, Medical =c=ool.

SPECIAL MAN, SPECIAL OCCASION —

Dr. Grant Taylor was surrounded by his
friends and colleagues following the inaugu-
11l lecture named in his honcr. The Grant
Taylor Lectureship was estab_ished by Dr.
John P. McGovern, founder and director of
the McGovern Allergy Clinic, to recognize
Taylor’s significant contributions over the
East 27 years. Taylor is now emeritus profes-
sor of pediatrics and emeritus director of con-
tnuing education. He was chief of pediatrics
at M.D. Anderson Hospital and dean of UT’s
Fostgraduate School of Medizine, now the
Division of Continuing Education. Approxi-
mately 400 persons attended the first annual
lecture to hear Dr. Lewis Thomas, chancellor
of Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center,
discuss “On Progress in Medicine.” (Photos
by Gary Parker)

Bulger named
to committees

President Bulger has received
two new appointments to nationally
prominent groups. He has begun
service as one of 23 committee mem-
bers appointed by the National
Academy of Sciences Institute of
Medicine to study nursing and nurs-
ing education, and he has been
named to a three-year term on the
Board of Directors of Georgetown
University, beginning July 1.

The nursing committee will
make recommendations to Congress
and to the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.
Among the issues to be studied are
the future supply, requirements, dis-
tribution and retention of nurses.

In inviting Bulger to join the
Georgetown Board of Directors,
President Timothy S. Healy said that
it is important that the university
have a board “which can speak with
a many faceted authority, both local-
ly and nationally.”

Kids learn about disease

Continued from page 1)

ents, eight children pilot-tested the
game. After modificaticns, it was
played by 18 children in the out-
patient oncology clinic at Texas
Children’s Hospital. The 18 children
were tested for their information
about leukemia before end after
playing the game. There was no sig-
nificant difference between their
scores and those of 17 children who
did not play the game.

“Most of the kids had a pretty
fair idea of what was wrong with
them,” Adams said. “Since 3 to 5 is
the peak age for diagnosis of
leukemia, a lot of these kids had
already had it and lived with it for a
while.”

“Any good game takes a lot of
revision,” she said. She has already
incorporated suggestions from staff
members at Texas Children’s Hospi-
tal, and she hopes to do additional
work with inpatients at a hospital in
tae Texas Medical Center.

The work so far has indicated
two directions she might take in fur-
ther development of the game — to
use picture cards to give informa-
ton to newly diagnosec pre-
schoolers or to use the game as a
focus for discussing fee_ings among
the older children.

“I was so impressed with their

openness and willingness to talk,”
Adams said. “In some instances the
kids got hung up and wanted to talk
about a statement card. A lot say
that the falling out of their hair (a
common side effect of treatment) is
upsetting. And there did seem to be
a concern about telling their friends
what was wrong. Not one wanted to
tell the truth.”

She also may decide to focus
more on a specific aspect of leukem-
ia — such as diagnostic procedures,
drugs and their side effects, or clinic
visits — rather than trying to
include them all.

Until recent years there weren’t
many educational materials for chil-
dren with leukemia because it was
considered rapidly terminal, or a
hush-hush subject, she commented.
With improved treatments, leukem-
ia has become a chronic illness so
the children need to learn to cope
with it.

Although there are many other
educational games, only a few
are medically oriented, and even
fewer are directed toward patients,
Adams said. For instance, a game
about hemophilia is directed
toward doctors, nurses and hospital
administrators.

For more information call
Jeanette Adams, 792-7800.

Ut

In memory of. ..

Dr. William A. Wilborn, 60, associ-
ave professor in the Department of Re-
storative Dentistry-Unit Restorations at
the Dental Branch, died Feb. 18 follow-
ing a heart attack.

A native and longtime resident of
Austin, Wilborn graduated from Baylor
University College of Dent:stry. He was
a dental officer in the Navy and was in
private practice before comring to teach
al the Dental Branch.

His recent activities thare included
supervising students in the clinics and
d.recting two courses on ‘‘Updates in
Operative Dentistry” for junior and

senior students.

Described by his department’s
chairman Dr. Fred F. Simmons Jr., as “‘a
great humanitarian,” Wilborn was very
active in his church and its choral
groups. He was also an artist of some
note and was interested in art and cul-
ture throughout the world. He was
active in dental organizations at the
local and state level.

Wilborn was a HouTexan reporter,
and his contributions will be missed by
the Office of Public Affairs.

He leaves is wife, Margaret, and two
grown children.
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A FOOT STOMPIN', hand wavin’ good time was the order of the
day when Anthony Arnt and his Texas Armadillos band played

Photos by Gary Parker

for the Go Texan Day celebration at the Health Science Center.




HAVING A COOL ONE or two or more are
(left to right) McArthur Hicks, Dental Science
Institute Physical Plant; Marcellus Smith,
Mail Service; Lawrence Faniel, Medical
School Physical Plant; and J. R. Smith, Gener-
al Stores.

YOU'RE NEVER TOO YOUNG to enjoy a con-
try-western celebration, the cowgirl at left
discovers. In photo at far left, medical student
Ed Ford finds that a long arm is helpful when
you’re drinking them three at a time.

OOOO-EEEE! These toe-tapping Texans
haven’t had so much fun since the last time
the rodeo came to Houston.
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HSC Minority Student Council organized

The Health Science Center
Minority Student Council has been
formed to increase minority repre-
sentation and active participation in
the affairs of the HSC.

On a broader scale, the council
hopes the attainment of this objec-
tive will help improve the quality of
education and support services
available to all HSC students, said
Arthur W. Williams III, chairperson
and medical student.

“A primary concern of the
council will be the active recruit-
ment, retention and support of stu-
dents from underrepresented ethnic
backgrounds,” Williams said.

Williams added that the council
feels minorities and other ethnic
group members will be more likely
to locate in underserved areas where
the health care professional and the
residents share similar backgrounds.

The council’s official objectives
include “increasing the number of
minority faculty and staff, increas-
ing the availability of financial sup-
port, increasing the availability of
academic tutorial programs and
establishing a host program for pro-

Etc.

spective UT students,” Williams
said.

The Minority Student Council
will work out of the President’s Off-
ice and independently of the HSC
Student Intercouncil. When mutual,
specific goals are sought, the two
student groups will coordinate
efforts. The minority council is
responsible for appointing or
electing two representatives to the

53ZVEN OF THE ELEVEN Minority Student Council Members are (left
tc right) George Vaughan, School of Public Health; Pearlie M. Fennell,
3SBS; Ricardo Garcia, Dental Branch; Arthur W. Williams III, Medical

Medical School — Radiology
DeeDee Evans, administrative clerk,
will be married later this month to Rich-
ard McKinney, a member of the journal-
ism faculty at Loyola University in New

WHERE THERE’'S AWILL, THERE'S A WAY
— When duty called, Dr. James A. Lloyd
answered. With his physician's permission,
he interrupted his hospital stay for a return to
his teaching duties in the classroom. It was
the last lecture for second-year students in his
course on the reproductive system. Lloyd is a
faculty member in the Department of Repro-
ductive Medicine and Biology in the Medical
School. (Photo by Gary Parker).
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Orleans.
Reporter: Susan Westmoreland

HSC General — Data Processing
Congratulations and best wishes to

Ron D. Larson, programmer analyst I,

and Wendy S. Christoph, tape librarian,

who were married on Jan. 31.

Reporter: Lisa Stedman

HSC General — Personnel

Fredi and Alford Bleeker are the
proud parents of a baby boy, Geoffrey
Scott, born on Nov. 18. Fredi is the per-
sonnel representative for the School Of
Public Health, School of Allied Health
Sciences, Nursing School, Division of
Continuing Education and the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences.

HSC General — Accounting

Pam Damron, who has worked in
accounting for one and a half years,
recently transferred to the Payroll
Department.

Debbie Rothwell, Accounts Receiv-
able Section, will be married on May 1
to Robert Anson. Anson is the son of
Dick Anson of the HSC’s Physical Plant.

Sandy Caskey, receptionist, will be
married to Mark Breitkreuz on April 4.
Sandy’s parents, Ken and Judy Caskey
who used to work for the HSC, now
work for the UT System in Austin. San-
dy was honored at a shower given by
Mary Brown, Susan Feltner, Cathie Hall,
Jackie Raymond and Debbie Rothwell.
Reporter: Susan Feltner

School of Allied Health Sciences —
Dean’s Office

Glenda Matheny, administrative
assistant I, recently transferred to the
Dean’s Office from the surgery depart-
ment at the Medical School.

Dr. Alton Hodges visited the school
Feb. 9-10. He currently is a Health Poli-
cy Fellow at the Institute of Medicine in
Washington, D.C.

Evelyn Caston has joined the school
as senior secretary for the Dean’s Office
and the Program in Community Nutri-
tion and Dietetics.

Dr. Ray Patterson will be an admin-
istrative intern in the Dean's Office until
June.

Reporter: Rebecca Brady

Gary Parker)

Intercouncil.

Present members of the minori-
ty council were elected during a Jan-
uary minority student gathering.
Future elections w:.l be formal
activities of each scaool.

Minority Student Council members
are: Arthur W. Williams III, chairperson,
Medical School; Yolanda Santos, vice-
chairperson, School of Public Health;
Abdul-Hakim Ahmed, secretary/treasur-

,,@

School; Yolanda Santcs, School of Public Health; Abdul-Hakim
Ahmed, Dental Branch; and Rick Jimenez, Medical School. (Photo by

er, Dental Branch; Rick Jimenez, pro-
gram coordinator, Medical School; Ron
Elmore, Intercouncil representative,
Dental Branch; Norwood Knight-Rich-
ardson, Intercouncil represenfative,
Medical School; Pearlie M. Fennell,
GSBS; Ricardo Garcia, Dental Branch;
Sonjia Randle, Medical School; George
Vaughan, School of Public Health; and
Carolyn Winn, Nursing Schoal.

ties and Colleges recognition award winners are School of Allied Health Sciences students
(standing) Jacquelyn Bra:sted, nutrition and dietetics; Paul Mabry, medical technology; Anne
Miller, blood bank techaelogy; (sitting) Casi Sugg, nutrition and dietetics; Betty Wyble, respi-
ratory therapy; and Ca-ol Keiner, cytotechnology. (Photo by Gary Parker)

Allied Health students
receive national honor

Eight students from the Schobal
of Allied Health Sciznces will be
included in the 1981 edition of
Who'’s Who Amor g Students in
American Universizies and Colleges.

Among the awardees are Carissa
Lee Sugg and Jacquelyn Russum
Braisted, students in the program in
nutrition and dietet:cs, who will
graduate in June. Braisted also
attained a bachelor’s degree in binl-
ogy from the University of Califor-
nia at Santa Barbara.

Paul A. Mabry and Julie Ruff of
the program in medical technology
also were recognized. Mabry, who
will graduate in Jure, received bach-
elor’s degrees in Spanish and biolo-
gy from the Univ=rsity of Houston.
Ruff graduated from the School of
Allied Health Sciences with a bach-
elor’s degree in medical technolcgy
last December.

Also selected s being among
the country’s outstanding campus
leaders were Carol Jane Keiner, whz

will receive a certificate in cytotech-
nology, and Betty Cecelia Wyble of
the program in respiratory therapy;,
who will attain a bachelor’s degres.

Anne Collier Miller, who
received a bachelor’s degree in labo-
ratory technology from Auburn Uni-
versity, will be awarded & certificate
from the program in blood bank
technology, and Ruth Ann Burdet:,
who holds a bachelor’s dagree in
nursing from the University of Tex-
as School of Nursing, will receive a
certificate in nurse anesthesia.
These four students will graduate in
June.

These students were selected
because of their academic achieve-
ment, community service, leader-
ship and future potential.

The country’s outstanding stu-
dents have been honored in the
Who's Who Among Students in
American Universities and Colleges
directory since its first publication
in 1934.



A LOOX AT THE CARDS — Thomas-[ohn
Crieves, nearobiology and anatomy ar the
Medical Scaool, explains 7o listeners at an
Employee Relations Brown Bag aboat telling
fortur.es with tarot cards. (Photo by [im
Pastore, Physiology, Medical Szhool)

Tarot reader explains ancient art

By Diane Broberg

A High Priestess, a Magician, a
Knight, a Hermit and even the Devil
himself attended an Employee Rela-
tions Brown Bag Seminar at the
Medical School on Feb. 10, but it
was all in the cards. The speaker
told about the ancient art of reading
tarot (pronounced tar-oh) cards for
divination purposes.

Thomas-John Grieves, an
administrative assistant in the
Department of Neurobiology and
Anatomy at the Medical School,
explained that unlike most other
tarot readers, he is primarily inter-
ested in finding the causes, or forces
in a person’s life that make things
happen as they do. “Fortune telling
in itself is too fatalistic,” he said.

Grieves and a fellow tarot card
reader, Margaret Meseberg, narrated
a slide show on tarot as it is used in
counseling. Meseberg also talked
about astrology, her area of ex-
pertise. Together, the two run a
metaphysical center in Alvin, “Gen-

tle Ministries of the New Age.”

The cards are colorful and full
of symbolism. There are four suits in
the 78 card “minor arcana’: wands
(fire), swords (air), cups (water), and
pentacles (earth). In addition, there
are 22 ‘‘major arcana’ cards that
resemble ‘‘face cards”, but that are
not affiliated with any suit. Some
examples of these are the Fool, the
Empress, the Tower and the Devil.

Often people are upset when
the Devil card or the Death card
come up during a reading, Grieves
said. “They don’t necessarily mean
what they seem to mean,” he
explained.

Citing the involvement of
extrasensory alpha brain waves,
Grieves explained how he believes
the whole tarot card reading process
is scientific. There is a relationship
established between the reader and
the person whose cards are being
read, telling the reader which forces
are strongest in that person’s life at
the time.

Human Resources/Employee Relations

(From a report by Judi Booker,
Empiovee Relations)

The HSC Personnel Offics.
includirg Zmployee Zelations, has
moved ils office across the lobby in
the Main Building and will have a
new name, the UTHSCE Hur-an
Resources and Emplayves Relations
Department.

Its new office occupies helf of
the former lounge. Tke room num-
ber wi_l b2 Room 100, Main Build-
ing. Phone numbers wil! rema:n the
same.

The M D. Anderson Personnel
Office will occupy the space previ-
ously filled by the HSC Parsonnel
Office.

Current Fuman Eesources/
Employze Relations projects include
the developmant of an Emplovee
Handbook to answer questions
about such topics as kenefits, work-

ing regulations and resources. The
handbook will be distributed to all
classified employees and supervi-
sors in the coming months.

“Alternatives in Single Living”
will be the topic of a series of lec-
tures sponsored by the Employee
Relations Program on three consecu-
tive Wednesday evenings in April.

Rod Barger, a social psycho-
therapist, will speak at 7 p.m. in
Room 400, Main Building, on April
1, 8 and 15. Barger is in private prac-
tice in Houston and is a board mem-
ber of the Texas Psychotherapy
Association.

A style show will be featured
during a noon Brown Bag on April
24 as part of the Health Science Cen-
ter’s observance of National Secre-
taries Week, April 20-24. Watch for
announcements of that week’s
activities.

GO-TEXAN FESTIVITIES were 20t lost an the dental students. In conjunction with the Greater
Houstor: Area [lenfal meeting, Psi Omaga, the dental student fraternity, sponsored a Founders’
Day Dance and baroecue. The party feat:red a ccuntry-western band, beer, and more two-step-
pin’ than the Hous-on Main 3ui'ding could hold. (Photo by Gary Parker)

For more information on the
lectures or Secretaries Week call
792-4911.

A new Administrative Policy
Manual will combine the functions
of the current Personnel Policy Man-
ual with those from all the adminis-
trative areas. All administrative staff
members should be alert to these
updates.

Special visitors to the Health
Science Center April 9-10 will be
personnel directors from all compo-
nents of the UT System. They will
hear from a panel of legislators and
from representatives of private in-
dustry during this annual meeting.

More than once, Grieves has
learned through the cards of an
undiagnosed pregnancy, but hasn’t
spoiled the surprise. Sometimes the
cards tell him of bad news instead of
good, but he believes it is important
to state everything in a positive way.
His students are trained with this
philosophy.

Those who missed the presenta-
tion can find out more about tarot in
Grieves’ classes taught through
either Class Factory or Leisure
Learning Unlimited. Both are non-
credit universities in the southwest
part of Houston. He also teaches
small groups in private homes.

Although most students can
begin to read the cards after only
one lesson, many people have stud-
ied them for a lifetime. Grieves has
made studies in these areas for 13
years, and now he belongs to an
organization that provides 15 years’
worth of daily lessons on tarot. UT

IDs required

Beginning April 1, as a secur-
ity measure, all faculty, staff, stu-
dents and residents of the Health
Science Center will be required
to wear their [.D. badges when
they are on the premises of the
university.

A fee of $5 cash (no checks)
will be charged for all badges
made to replace those that have
been lost. New badges needed
due to an employee’s change
of status will, of course, be
furnished free of charge.

Should you need to have a
badge made, please contact your
Personnel Satellite Office for an
appointment.

THE GIFT OF EDUCATION — Norwich-Eaton Pharmaceuticals recently donated a video-tape
system and 22 educational cassettes ta the Medical School’s Division of Urology. Dr. Joseph N.
Corriere Jr., left, division chief, accepted the gift on behalf of the division from Norwich repre-
sentative Dave Pearson. The latest addition to the tape library features the films “Coagulum
Pyelolithotomy” and “Surgical Anatomy of the Human Kidney and Its Applications.” (Photo
by Gary Parker)



Cheers for volunteers

While most of us “eel a sense
of accomplishrient jast getting
through each day’s trials and tribu-
lat:cns, a few special p=zople get
mcre out of life by volunteering 1o
helg others.

The Texas Medicel Center is
{111 of these generous people, end
tkose who volunteer their time
through United Way Ag2ncies will
be honored on April 30, “Volunteers
Day." One of thzir volunteers wi'l
even be named ‘“Volunteer of the
Yaar” that day.

Linda Magill of the Medical
School works with Juvenile Ccurt
Volunteers of Harris Ccunty, just
one of the 78 agencies sponsored by
the United Way. This agency deals
not cnly with youths who have bro-
ken the law, but also with those
under the custody of thz Child Wel-
fare Department, aged 10-17. Many
are runaways, or victims of ch:1d
abuse or incest, she explained

Because t'1e two g:7ls she visits
live in an institution, they need con-
tact with someone who cares. “Usu-
ally women are matched with girls
tnless there a2 some voung bovs,”
she explained. Troubl=d teenage boys
are matched with men volunteers.

Magill has been volunteering
for 14 morths now, and still finds it

A CHEER for Linda Magill, who i< an €lectron
microsccpist in the Department of Compara-
tive Medicinz at the Medical School end a
volunteer with a Un:ted Way agency.

very rewarding. It only requires one
hour of her time each week, and she
sometimes does that contact by
phone.

Give a pat on the back to volun-
teers of any sort dur.ng National
Volunteer Week. the last week of
Arril. Better yet, baccme a volunteer
yourself.

A PLAIN BROWN WRAFFZR — In photo at left, John P. Porretto, vice president for acministra-
tion and finance, unwraps a gift preserted to him by (left to r.ght) Babbe True, obstetr:cs-
gynecology Nita Jones, comparative medicine; and Ruth Hawthorne, ~eproductive medicine
and biology. In photo at rigkt, Presidert Bulger shows off the contents of the package ke
received from (left to right) Nita Jones; Bobbe True; Pat Caver. admissior s-student affairs; and
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News notes

SCORES OF WOMEN filed nto the Hyatt
Fegency Hotel recently for the Houston Wom-
en’s Career Convention. The HazIta Sc:ence
Center had one of the many booths there.
Clockwise from the photo a- far _eft, Andrea
Doughtie, assistant to the dean ef the School
cf Allied Health Sciences; Eill Sm:th, person-
nel representative; and Carcle E-own, student
in the School of Nursiag, supply conferance
participants with information asout ths HSC.
(Photos by Gary Parker)

Med Tech Moves

The Frogram in Madical Tech-
nology has moved to 1.704 Freeman
Euild:ng from tae pathology depart-
maznt in the Medical School. Their
rew telephone number is 762-4721.

Rabies Vaccinations Urged

Rakies-carrying scunks racently
were “ound in the Houston area. Dr.
W:lliam L. Jones Jr., chief of Veteri-
nary Services for the Harris County
Healta Departmernt, urges &ll resi-
dents 1o Lave their dcmestic dets
vaccinated for rabies anc to keep
thzir animals confined within their
vards.

Eesidents may heve their pets
vaccinated for rabies Zor $4 per ani-
mal at the City and County Animal
Control Center, 2700 Evella, Jones
said. The center is open Bam. -5
n.m. Monday through Friday, and 8
a.m. - 4 p.m. cn Saturdaw.

Med Alumni Meet

"he Medical School Alumni
Association “Alumni Day” will be
Fridav, May 1 Plenned zctivities
irclude a continuing educetion pro-
gram, the annual maeting cf the

Jerry Jones, reproductive medicine and biologr. Both men received T-shirts w-ik the slogan

Alumni Association, -he Alpha
Omega Alpha lecture anc & Mexican
Fiesta.

Women's Leadership Conference

A conference designed to
enhance the leadership and admin-
istrative skills of women in academ-
ic medicine, titled “Leadership
Development for Woman in Medical
Education,” will occur at the UT
Medical Branch :n Galveston, May
3-5.

Keynote speakers will be Sarah
Weddington, former p-esicential
adviser, and Estelle Rarrey, a George-
town University endocrinologist.

For more information
write the Office of Cortizuing Edu-
cation, Second Floor. Gail Borden
Building, University of Texas Medi-
cal Branch, Galveston. 77550 or call
(713) 765-2934.

Income Taxes

Free tax serminars are offared
twice a week at Holiday Ians in the
Houston area by the Professional
Financial Planners. For information
call 879-0635.

‘Proad Tc Be At UTHSC' as zokens of appreciation for their support of the Mzdical School
Employee Relations Commit-ee. Additional T-shirts are on sale at the Medical School Book-
store for $3.75 each Ithe cost of producing them). True is the former chairperson of the commit-
tee, and Caver is the currant chairperson. (Photos by Gary Parker)



Lester is Meharry acting president

Dr. Richard Lester, professor
and chairman of the Department of
Radiology at the Medical School,
has been appointed acting president
of Meharry Medical College in
Nashville, as of March 1.

A member of Meharry’s Board
of Trustees since 1975, Lester will
serve as acting chief executive offi-
cer and chairman of an interim
administrative committee while a
search is conducted for a successor
to Dr. Lloyd C. Elam. Elam, who has
served as Meharry’s president since
1967, is assuming the post of chan-
cellor with responsibilities for the
school’s $25 million National
Endowment Fund drive.

Lester said his initial plans are

Gallery: HSC

By Ina Fried

Being a prince is not all that
great. At least not to someone who
has played the role of a prince in
“Aladdin” and “Cinderella.”

“There’s not a lot to it — it’s
mostly feeding somebody straight
lines,” said Keith Lindloff, an attor-
ney for the Health Science Center.

He found it much more interest-
ing to play a little old man in a play
called “The Clown Who Ran
Away.” The plays are among those
produced by the Company, a com-
munity theater group which per-
forms children’s plays in the West-
bury area.

Lindloff was not the star of his
senior play in high school. He didn't
dream of becoming the new Clark
Gable. In fact, until he joined the
Company in 1978, he had not acted
since elementary school.

“I was interested in having
some kind of hobby that didn’t
involve working with your hands,”
he remembers. “I decided to try dra-
ma classes. I got involved and liked
the people. It’s really a lot of fun.”

The participation has had a
“snowball effect,” he said. “I've tak-
en voice lessons — without a whole
lot of success so far.”” And he’s start-
ed working with his hands — he’s
learned how to juggle.

The theater group has about 15
regular members although up to 40
people may participate in at least
one show during a season.

“Qur little group probably has
as many resources as any group,”’’
Lindloff said. They have performed
original works or adaptations writ-
ten by three members of the group.
Another member composes and per-
forms original music and lyrics for

Newsmakers

Three HSC faculty members have
been appointed civilian national con-
sultants to the Surgeon General of the
U.S. Air Force.

They are Dr. James E. Bertz, who is
a physician and a dentist and who will
consult on oral surgery; Dr. Frank B.
Trice, associate dean of the Dental
Branch, who will consult on endodon-
tics; and Dr. Sam A. Nixon, director of
the Division of Continuing Education

to meet with Meharry faculty,
administrators and students to
develop goals for the college.

Meharry is the only private pre-
dominantly black four-year medical
school in the United States. It has
produced about 43 percent of the
black physicians and dentists now
practicing in the country.

Founded in 1876 to train black
physicians, it now enrolls about
1,100 students in schools of medi-
cine, dentistry, allied health and
graduate studies, and in special pro-
grams for economically disadvan-
taged students.

Lester has been at the Health
Science Center since 1976. He is tak-
ing a leave of absence from his posi-

sketches

tion here and at Hermann Hospital,
where he is chief of radiology.
Active in numerous professional

organizations, he was recently elect-

ed chairman of the board of direc-
tors of the Radiological Society of
North America.

Lester received his bachelor’s

degree from Princeton University in

1946 and his M.D. degree from Co-
lumbia University in 1948. He was
on the faculty at the University of
Minnesota and served as chairman
of the radiology departments at the
Medical College of Virginia and
Duke University Medical Center
before joining UT.

Ut

Dr. Richard Lester
Acting President
Meharry Medical College

ABOUT THOSE RATS — Haranguing Stan Matthews in the role of the
mayor of Hamlintown (seated, center) are (left to right) Rachelle Gre-
nader, town council member; Keith Lindloff, constable; Oras Wil-
liams, council member; Claudia Garrett, council member; and Lor-

the productions.

“Most of what we’'ve done has
been based on fairy tales that chil-
dren are familiar with,” Lindloff
said.

But as in the Company's version
of “The Pied Piper of Hamlintown,”
the play may add a new twist to the
story. In this version the Pied Piper
did not hold the children hostage
until the townspeople agreed to pay
him for getting rid of their rats.
Instead, he collaborated with the
mayor’s niece Kate, a browbeaten
Constable (Lindloff) and Pierre, the
king of rats, to elect an honest town
government headed by Kate.

“We hope we can get children
acculturated to theater and make
them aware of what it is,” Lindloff
said. The simple sets encourage the
children to use their imaginations
more than they usually do in watch-
ing television.

The Company was started by a
Westbury housewife who had acted
and directed at the Alley Theater in
the early 1960s. She started by giv-
ing drama classes. The first shows
were produced in the spring of 1978
at what was then called Ruby Bego-
nia’s, a nightspot in Westbury
Square.

Now the season lasts from Octo-

raine Urquart, council member. They appeared in a recent production
of “The Pied Piper of Hamlintown" presented by the Company, a com-
munity theater group which performs children’s plays in the West-
bury area. (Photo by Cass Dennis, The Company)

ber through April with perform-
ances on Saturdays at 11 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. at St. John’s United Pres-
byterian Church, 5020 W. Bellfort.
For ticket information call 721-0243.

Lindloff will not appear in the
Compary'’s current production of a
new version of “Pinocchio” running
through April 11. Instead, he is
working backstage for his first ven-
ture into adult theater with “Rosen-
crantz and Guildenstern Are Dead”
at the Main Street Theater at Autry
House, 626 S. Main, beginning
April 17. For ticket information call
524-6706.

and current president of the American
Academy of Family Physicians, who
will consult on family practice. Nixon
was reappointed after having served for
the past two years.

HSC General

Mary Helen Barajas, director of the
International Affairs and Visa Office,
helped coordinate a workshop, “A

Regional Immigration Management
Workshop for Professionals Dealing
with Internationals in the Health Profes-
sions and International Students,” in
conjunction with The National Associa-
tion for Foreign Student Affairs, Jan. 30.

Medical School

Dr. June Z. Kendall, obstetrics and
gynecology, participated in a conference
titled “Relaxin, Structure, Function and

Evolution” sponsored by The Kroc
Foundation at the Kroc Ranch in the
Santa Ynez Valley, Calif., Jan. 12-16.

Dr. Harold M. Jesurun, obstetrics
and gynecology, discussed the “Impor-
tance of Early Diagnosis and Detection”
during a program titled “Cancer Aware-
ness in Spanish Speaking Audiences”
staged by the American Cancer Society
at Ripley House, Jan. 28.
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Calendar

Wednesday, April 1

April Fool’s Day

The Catholic Student Center, 1703 Bolsover, offers the
Liturgy of The Eucharist each weekday at 5 p.m. The Liturgy
of The Eucharist also is offered at The Institute of Religion
(TMC) each weekday at 12:10 p.m. For information call
526-3809.

7 p.m. Employee Relations: “Alternatives in Single Liv-
ing,” Rod Barger, social psychotherapist, Room 400, Main
Building. Also April 8, 15. For information call 792-4911

Friday, April 3

Deadline for submitting research proposals to be
reviewed by the Committee for the Protection of Human
Subjects. For information call 792-5048.

Saturday, April 4

The Catholic Student Center, 1703 Bolsover, offers the
Liturgy of The Eucharist every Saturday at 5 p.m. and every
Sunday at 9 and 11 a.m. The Sacrament of Reconciliation also
is offered each Saturday, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. For information call 526-3809

HSC Recreation Center intramural softball play begins.
For information call Doug Franklin, 792-5885.

Monday, April 6

8 p.m. Rice Univ. Concert: Gustav Leonhardt, harpsi-
chord, Hamman Hall. Co-sponsored by the Houston Harpsi-
chord Society. For ticket information call 527-4933.

Tuesday, April 7

Greater Houston Area Chapter American Red Cross
Centennial Dinner, Adams Mark Hotel. Speaker: Leon
Jaworski. For ticket information call the Office of Public
Support, 526-8300.

8 p.m. Rice Univ. Free Concert: SYZYGY, Hamman Hall.

Wednesday, April 8
8 p.m. Rice Univ. Free Concert: The 20th Century Violist,
Wayne Crouse, viola, Mary Norris, piano, Hamman Hall.

Thursday, April 9
Annual meeting of personnel officers from components of
UT System. Continues through April 10.

Friday, April 10

Noon. “The Health Maintenance: A Strategy for Cost-
Effective Health Care,” 3001 MSMB. Speaker: Dr. Paul Lair-
son, president and medical director of the Permanente Medi-
cal Association of Texas. Sponsored by the UT Task Force for
Cost-Effective Health Care.

8 p.m. Rice Univ. Free Concert: Electronic Music, Ham-
man Hall. For information call 527-4933.

Saturday, April 11
8 a.m. Sportathon, Rice Track Stadium and surrounding
areas.

Sunday, April 12

Sportathon rain date

National Medical Laboratory Week through April 15,
including Lab Appreciation Day at Hermann Hospital Depart-
ment of Pathology. For information call 797-2850.

8 p.m. Rice Univ. Free Concert: Shirley Trepel, cello,
Albert Hirsh, piano, Hamman Hall. For information call
527-4933.

Tuesday, April 14

Noon. Rape Prevention Seminar, 403 Houston Main
Building. Sponsored by UT Police.

8 p.m. Rice Univ. Concert: Tokyo String Quartet, Ham-
man Hall. Co-sponsored by the Houston Friends of Music Inc.
For ticket information call 527-4933.

Wednesday, April 15

Noon. Rape Prevention Seminar, 1306 MSMB. Sponsored
by UT Police.

8 p.m. Rice Univ. Free Concert: Cambiata Soloists,
Hamman Hall.

Thursday, April 16
Noon. Rape Prevention Seminar, 207 Dental Branch.
Sponsored by UT Police.

Friday, April 17

HSC half-day Easter Holiday

Noon. Rape Prevention Seminar, 102A School of Public
Health. Sponsored by UT Police.

Alley Theatre Productions: “Romeo and Juliet.” HSC
Employee Relations Program offers discount tickets. For
information call 792-4911.

Monday, April 20

Meeting of the Committee for the Protection of Human
Subjects. For information call 792-5048.

8 p.m. Rice Univ. Free Concert: Shepherd Sinfonia,
Hamman Hall. For information call 527-4933.

Wednesday, April 22
8 p.m. Rice Univ. Free Concert: Campanile Orchestra,
Hamman Hall.

Friday, April 24

Noon. Employee Relations: Secretaries Week Style Show.
For information call 792-4911.

8 p.m. Rice Univ. Free Concert: Rice Chorale, Hamman
Hall.

Sunday, April 26

2 a.m. Daylight Savings Time begins. Set clock ahead one
hour.

8 p.m. Rice Univ. Free Concert: Frances Bible, mezzo-
soprano, Allan Ross, piano, Hamman Hall.
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