
op .

~. WILLIAM P. CLEMENTS 0

T3D
ric(4.G D361

JAMES B. ADAMS
Governor Director

NON-C'k Iom

ROBERT A. LANSFORD
State Coordinator

Volume 28, Number 4 Texas Department of Public Safety Austin, Texas

-Jdb

t e

a --

T Ak -

Photo Courtesy Paris News NTSU LIBRAR'. See inside cover

TEXAS STATE DOCUMENTS
COLLECTION

DIVISION of
EMERGENCY

MANAGEMENT

DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

of

May 1982

_ 3 ,
.

ti

I

e.'.:

{ 
\ !'+.. yi :4



OCT 1 6 1984
2

STRONG TORNADO
HITS PARIS

On April 2 a deadly tornado struck Lamar, Red
River and Fanni-i Counties, including the City of
Paris and the nearby towns of Reno and Blossom.
The twister killed 12 people, injured over 200,
destroyed 200 homes and damaged 400 more. It
danced its way along the Red River from Bonham
eastward, striking Paris about 4:00 p.m., cutting a
path of destruction ranging from 200 yards to half
a mile wide across the city. Homes and churches
were flattened, huge trees were uprooted,
vehicles smashed and overturned and power lines
were destroyed.
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Photo Courtesy Paris News

The Division of Emergency Management at DPS
quickly coordinated response and recovery opera-
tions involving DPS, the National Guard, The
Texas Department of Highways and Public
Transportation, The Texas Department of Health,
Texas Parks and Wildlife and The Texas Depart-
ment of Human Resources.

Damage surveys and assessments were made by
the cities and county with assistance from DEM.
Upon request frcm the mayors and County Judge,
Governor Clements requested a Presidential
Disaster Declaration for Lamar County which was
granted on April 8. Under the direction of DEM and
the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
state and federal recovery agencies quickly open-
ed a Disaster Application Center in Paris and
began processing tornado victim damage claims
on April 11.

More on the tornado in the Digest's next issue.

INDEX
Page

Tornado Hits Paris ..... ............... 2
Annual Emergency Management Conference ................. 3,4,5,6,7
New Braunfels Prepares! ....................................... 8
State workshop activities ....................................... 9
North Texas Flooding ...................................... 10,11
Severe Weather Preparedness Campaign..........................12
Bits and Pieces ................................ 12
Where Are Your Civil Defense Instruments? ................... 13
Radiological Defense Exercises..................................13
Hurricane Preparedness ....................................... 14
Nuclear Public Inform ation ........................ ............. 14
Flood Insurance Questions Answered.............................14
Facts about Radiation E15
Personnel Changes at OEM... ..................... 15
The 1982 Conference: Speakers that Informed and Challenged ......... 16
No Conference Complete Without Mobile Displays!...................17
The 1982 Conference: Old Friendships Renewed .................... 18
The 1982 Conference: Not Everything Was Serious ................. 19

Official Publication
Division of Emergency Management
Texas Department of Public Safety

WILLIAM P. CLEMENTS, JR., GOVERNOR

James B. Adams, Director
Robert A. Lansford, State Coordinator

Robert L. Halverson, Assistant Coordinator, Operations
Douglas E. Kyle, Assistant Coordinator, Administration

Jack K. Lawler, Editor

Published bimonthly by the Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty, Austin, Texas. All copy and photographs should be ad-
dressed to Digest Editor, Division of Emergency Management,
Texas Department of Public Safety, P. O. Box 4087, Austin,
Texas 78773. Include Zip Code on all new addresses or change
of address. Telephone Number (512) 465-2000, Ext. 2138.
Reprinting with credit permitted.

STAFF

Wesley M. Anders........... Resources Management Officer
Alton B. Armstrong, Jr........... Resources Planning Officer
Jack D. Brummett...........................NCP Planner
Paul P. Douglas.............................NCP Planner
William G. Dourte, Jr ...................... Planning Officer
Ashley C. Eledge ..................... Administrator, FIAP
Robert W. Ewing............................NCP Planner
Donald Freeman..........................Training Officer
Charles R. Goodwin ..................... Operations Officer
John W. Hansborough ........................ NCP Planner
Ron Hunka ............................ FlAP Planner
Donald L. Jones ...................... NCP Planner
Catherine V. Karkoska.................... Program Officer
Jack K. Lawler.............. Emergency Information Planner
Edward P. Madley........................... NCP Planner
Tom Millwe................................ FIAP Planner
Robert L. Orton............................. FIAP Planner
James W. Roby ............................. NCP Planner
William L. Stone............................ FIAP Planner
Jack Tippit.................................NCP Planner
Jane L. Van Praag ........................... NCP Planner
Norman F. Walker......................State Plans Officer
Rufus Woody........................... NCP Planner

REGIONAL LIAISON OFFICERS

Ronald H. Staggs.......................Region 1 - Garland
Thomas E. Ryan ....................... Region 2- Houston
Gary Haag......................... Region 2B- Beaumont
Rupert D. Gamble................. Region 3 - Corpus Christi
Kenneth E. Scott.................... Region 4 - Midland
William R. Johnson .................... Region 5- Lubbock
David W. Barham......................... Region 6 - Waco



3

ANNUAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE
DRAWS RECORD CROWD
Hurricanes, high-rise fire evacuation by
helicopter, "America in Space," floodplain
management and the growing importance of
disaster volunteers were among topics emphasiz-
ed at the 21st Annual Emergency Management
Conference in Austin. The Hilton Hotel was the
gathering place February 16-18 for state and local
officials from all parts of Texas, and for an im-
pressive array of nationally-known speakers
whose messages captured the audience of 450 as
few have done before.

Post-conference mail to DEM from statewide
emergency veterans and "rookies" held praise for
the Conference, citing the information and in-
spiration received as highpoints in their emergen-
cy management work.

Dr. Neil Frank, Director of the National Hurricane
Center at Coral Gables, Florida, told the audience
that the forecasting of hurricanes is a complex
"business," and that public reaction to hurricane
warnings is mixed. He said that hurricane history
shows that 50% of the people will not evacuate,

Al

even though warned. He pointed out that, if a hur-
ricane seems dangerous and imminent but veers
away from threatened areas, the next warning for
the same area loses in credibility.

"Man does not always live in harmony with
nature," he said. "Nature is blamed when a hur-
ricane causes loss of life and damage, but man is
at least partly to blame through building in places
that are vulnerable to hurricanes."

Dr. Frank showed grim pictures of hurricane
coastal damages, much of it condominiums and
resorts wrecked in the vulnerable areas.

Reminding his audience that state and local
governments are being asked to accept more
responsibility in emergency management, Gover-
nor Bill Clements said that Texas has both the
resources and the people to successfully manage
its emergencies. He praised Colonel Jim Adams,
Director of the Texas Department of Public Safety
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ANNUAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE (Cont)

and also Director of the Governor's Division of
Emergency Management, for the work of his peo-
ple, and also praised the state agencies of the
Texas Emergency Management Council for their
efficiency and harmony as they served together in
past disasters.

Governor Clements said that Texas has a history
of disasters, naming the 1900 Galveston hurricane
that killed 6,000 the Texas City ship channel ex-
plosion that killed 500, the Waco tornado that kill-
ed 114.

"The Federal Emergency Management Agency is
taking a harder look at local preparedness and
mitigation efforts," he said, "and your efforts
could effect the availability of Federal disaster
assistance when you need it. I encourage you to
strengthen your community's position for
meeting disaste-s."

The Governor a so cited the strengthened posi-
tion of state and local governments in emergency
management as a result of the 67th Legislatures's
passage of House Bill 36, which provides more
powers for local governments in handling local
disasters.

Captain Ken DeFoor, Commander of Houston
Police Department's Helicopter Division, describ-
ed techniques and dangers of high-rise fire
evacuation by helicopter. His presentation includ-
ed the Grand Hotel fire in Las Vegas, where
helicopters rescued 126 people from the roof. He
said that, in any high-rise helicopter rescue, air
traffic control is vital, communications and ability
to respond fast are essential and panic by poten-
tial victims must be controlled.

He explained that excessive smoke, high winds
and other severe weather were the "enemies" of

high-rise helicopter rescues. He described the
new helicopter rescue organization in Houston,
Aircraft Assistance in Disaster (AAID) in which
helicopters from The Coast Guard, the Texas Ar-
my National Guard, Herman Hospital "Life
Flight," Houston Police Department and others
cooperate in rescues.

"If you have high-rise buildings in your city," he
said, "it would be good procedure to find out now
who has helicopter rescue capabilities in your
area, and maintain contact with them."

Colonel Finkelstein walks through audience as he speaks

The unusual speaking style of Colonel Zane
Finkelstein, Specialist in Soviet-American Rela-
tionships from Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania,
maintained rapt attention. He said that America
stands for three things; peace, freedom and abun-
dance, adding that our country's internal pro-
blems may seem big, but are actually small com-
pared to the external threat posed by the Soviet
Union.

He reported that, since 1945, Russia has increas-
ed its military manpower from 148 to 170 divi-
sions, its military aircraft from 3100 to 4500 and
its tanks from 30,000 to 45,000. During this time,
he said, America's military capabilities have re-
mained about the same.

He said that Americans should do three things:
one, see the world clearly; two, realize America's
security is imperative, and three, have a commit-
ment to our goals.

"If we cannot deter the Soviet threat," he conclud-
ed, "the living will envy the dead. A soldier's pack
may be heavy, but it is light compared to the
chains of slavery."
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Commander David Walker, NASA Astronaut
who was involved witi the space ship Colum-
bia's 1981 flight, showed and told how the Col-
umbia was launched, iow it orbited the earth at
incredible speeds, how it re-entered the earth's
atmosphere and landed. His knowledge of the
flight, its crew and its back-up technicians serv-
ed to remind everyone that America's
astronauts are huma-i beings with skills,
courage and a sense of humor.

Commander Walker showed scenes of "colum-
bia" on its pad, at ift-off, in flight and at re-
entry. He described the space shuttle as 184
feet tall with a cargo capacity of 65,000 pounds.

SCRIBES SPACE TRAVEL
E AUDIENCE

"Cargos of future space flights," he said, "will
be more varied, and this will encourage space
'specialists' who will accompany the
astronauts."

He described how the Columbia encountered
temperatures of 3,000 degrees at re-entry. As he
showed pictures of the landing, Walker explain-
ed how the shuttle slowed all the way down to
200 m.p.h., after having cruised at speeds of
over 27 times the speed of sound. Commander
Walker flew the "chase" plane that millions
saw on television, as he escorted the "Colum-
bia" in for a successful landing.

ANNUAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE (Cont)
Margaret P. Hays, Maycr of Gainesville and
veteran of the 1981 Nortr Texas Floods, told of
the speed in which the lood waters moved across
her city, and praised tie help given her area by
DEM DPS and other stale agencies, singling out
DEM s Regional Liaison Officer Ron Staggs for
his prompt help. Mayor F-ays reported that her
community is now developing new disaster warn-
ing systems and is working on flood Mitigation.r <

Jack Parks, City/County of El Paso Emergency
Management Coordina-cr, described the steps he
took in the development ard building of El Paso's
impressive new emergency management
operating center. Parks told how he worked with
city, slate and federal government to complete
the facilities, emphasizing that ingenuity and in-
itiat ve are vital ingredients for those who attempt
this type project.

Colonel Jim Adams, Director of the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety and also Director of the
Division of Emergency Management, urged state
and local officials to become better acquainted
with DEM personnel and DEM training programs.
He emphasized the importance of the Hurricane
Awareness Program, the Severe Weather
Preparedness Emphasis and the Flood Insurance
Assistance Program by reminding the audience
that 90% of disaster damages in Texas each year
is from flooding.

While giving the scope of Texas emergency
management work, Colonel Adams praised the
Texas Crisis Relocation Planning program as one

5
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ANNUAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
CONFERENCE (Cont)
of the best in the nation. He also cited the SLOSH
hurricane studies for helping provide better hur-
ricane warning techniques.

To conclude te 1982 Conference and in sum-
marizing emergency management, Colonel
Adams stated,

"Emergency management isn't a state respon-
sibility. It is the responsibility of the cities, the
counties, the state and the federal agencies."

Robert Vessey, American Red Cross

Other speakers ncluded: Lee Thomas, Associate
Director of FEMA in Washington, D.C., who
described FEMA's role and direction in disaster
work; Robert Vessey, National Director of
Disaster Services for the American Red Cross in
Washington, D.C., who spoke on the working rela-
tionships of disaster volunteer service groups,
and John Fainter of the Texas Attorney-General's
office, who spoke on legislation's effect upon
disaster activities.

COOPERATIVE SPIRIT STRONG
AT CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

An atmosphere of caring, sharing and mutal ap-
preciation was present in the Disaster Volunteers
Workshop. Among those attending and par-
ticipating in discussions were: Robert Dixon of
Texas Baptist Men, The Rev. James Jamail of
Texas Catholic Charities, Rev. William T. Stephen-
son of the Texas Conference of Churches, Mr.
Bruce Funk of the Mennonite Disaster Service,
Mr. George Schram of the Seventh Day Adventists
and Mr. George Hill of the American Red Cross.
Moderator was DEM's Norman Walker.

Benefits from the open discussions held in the
Floodplain Management Workshop were so ap-
parent to attendees that the idea for holding
meetings for people with floodplain problems was
developed. Speakers were Dell Greer of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Everett
Rowland of the Texas Department of Water
Resources and Ashley Eledge of DEM's Flood In-
surance Assistance Program.

An All-time high attendance sparked interest in
the Disaster Declarations Procedures Workshop,
hosted by DEM's veteran field coordinating of-
ficer Wes Anders. Explaining how their organiza-
tions function during Presidential 'Declarations'
were George Darby of the Small Business Ad-
ministration, Bob Broussard of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, Bob Hopper of
Farmers Home Administration and "Buddy"
Hedges of Agricultural Stabilization and Conser-
vation Service.

The 1982 Presidential Declarations guidelines
were discussed in the question and answer period
that followed.

4

DEM's Wes Anders "fields" a question at Disaster Declarations Procedures Workshop



In the Audiolvisual Workshop, Mr. Arnold Des-
mond of the Houston Area Coordinating Commit-
tee showed a 10-minute film entitled "The Cutest
Little Number in Town," as part of his group's pro-
gram to prevent contractors from digging through
pipelines and telephone and power cables. By
calling "the cutest number", the movie explained,
the agency will come to the contractor's job site
and stake out any hazardous areas.

Also shown were DEM's new hurricane movie,
"The Management of Allen," and an ASCS
audio/slide presentation showing the dangers of
building in flood-prone areas.

Mobile Displays at the 1982 Conference were as
popular as they were varied. Practically all were
brought by Disaster Volunteer service groups.
Food, clothing, medical help, communications,
child care--practically all the help disaster victims
need on the scene was displayed on the Hilton
hotel parking lot. Displays were brought by: Texas
Baptist Men, The Salvation Army, DOW Chemical,
The Red Cross, The Seventh Day Adventists, The
U. S. Navy, The Civil Air Patrol, Austin Emergency
Medical Service and DEM's Flood Insurance
Assistance Program. Many are pictured here.

The 1982 Texas Emergency Management Con-
ference was many things. It was a time of renew-
ing old friendships, of making new ones. It was
meeting newly-elected officials and newly-
appointed emergency management coordinators.
It was a time of learning, idea-sharing and learn-
ing each others' emergency management func-
tions.

As he adjourned the Conference, State Emergen-
cy Management Coordinator Robert A. Lansford
said, "emergency management is a big job in a
state as large and diverse as Texas. I know you
will meet the challenge, because your presence
here today shows that you care."
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NEW BRAUNFELS PREPARES!

It's raining at the rate of 3 inches per hour, two
rivers near you are approaching flood stage, a
train derails in your city causing fires and
poisonous gas leakage, power outages begin,
wrecks occur and chemical polution of your main
river is reported. Can your community cope with
it?

New Braunfels/Comal County Emergency
Management did, in a carefully-planned Emergen-
cy Operation Simulation Exercise on January 27,
1982. Involved were New Braunfels Police and
Fire Departments, the Comal County Sheriff's
Department, New Braunfels Utility Company,
several area Volunteer Fire Departments, the Na-
tional Guard, Texas Department of Public Safety
and the New Braunfels/Comal County Office of
Emergency Management.

Herb Syring, Comal County Emergency Manage-
ment Director, was assisted in "scenario"
preparation and overall coordination of this exer-
cise by disaster preparedness consultants Jerry
Daniels of Austin and Jim Licklider of Denton.
Purpose of the exercise was to test communica-
tion procedures, coordinate the flow of informa-
tion and to give all participants the opportunity to
test their own reactions to the simulated multiple
disasters.

Herb Syring gives instructions during "crisis"

There was the one other major underlying purpose
behind it. All the functions were planned to save
lives and property in Comal County. Residents
and emergency management personnel both
remember the 1972 New Braunfels flood that
struck in the middle of the night, in which the
Guadalupe river rose over 20 feet above the one-
hundred year flood level in only 1/2 hours, killing
15 people.

Two weeks of planning and a "dress rehearsal"
the day before preceded the exercise. Many
simulated casualties occured during this "crisis."
The New Braunfels Police Department, which was
designed and built as an emergency operating
center, served as the focal point for the exercise.
City manager E. N. Delashmutt served as
Operating Chief. A special highlight of the exer-
cise was Emergency Management Coordinator
Syring's arrangement with New Braunfels Cable
Communications, which allowed him to use a
tone-activated system in his office to broadcast
emergency instructions on television to residents.

a

Jerry Daniels (left) gives briefing

Consultant Jerry Daniels said, "It was a real show
of everything involved - personalities, equipment
and communication. With the positive attitude
shown by the participants, this community can
overcome disasters."

Daniels also said that much of the success of the
exercise was due to the Texas Division of
emergency management, and its training officer
Don Freeman who worked with New Braunfels
Emergency Management people in the exercise
planning stages over several weeks.

City Manager Delashmutt praised all participants,
and concluded, "We learned a lot."

A critique shared by participants followed the ex-
ercise. Later, Syring reported the following im-
provements would be undertaken; the updating of
SOP plans in the area, the installation of a County
Mutual Fire Aid Communication Channel to
enable volunteer fire departments to com-
municate with each other, and the installation of
direct lines from operations to communication
rooms within the Emergency Operating Center.
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STATE WORKSHOP ATTENDEES SAY, "LET'S HAVE MORE!"

10--

FRONT ROW - LEFT TO RIGHT - Hon. Charles :ngmihe, La Grange; Luis Lobo, Gatesville; Hon. Charlie Henderson,
Presidio County; Hon. Charles J. Dankworth, Co cho Cour ty; Barry Robinson, Greenville; Sec. Sandra Preusser, New
Braunfels-Comal County; Ivan Langforo, La Marque: Jaye Frost, Giadewater.

SECOND ROW - LEFT TO RIGHT - Hon. V. T. Johnson, Mills County; Hon. Larry Wright, Hill County; Chief Derwood Kenedy,
Tomball; Sec. Fran Kasparian, El Paso City-County; Shelag# Abbor , Merfa-Presidio County; Sec. Olga Willis, Beeville.

THIRD ROW - LEFT TO RIGHT - Robert Womack, Mills Ccunty; Hon. Margaret nays, Gainesville; Don Freeman, Training Of-
ficer, Division of Emergency Management; CMS Cartis Pay, Randlph AFB; Chief Don Steward, Rikh'and Hills; Lt. Clay
Yandell, Richland Hills; Ray Blaylock, Jr., Pearland, Hon. Nilbert Roznoisky, Lavaca County.

Emergencies caused by hazardous materials, the
importance of modern warning and comminica-
tions systems and facts about the Nuclear Civil
Protection Program were among topics covered at
the State Emergency Management Workshop in
Austin January 26-28. Both veterans and
newcomers to Emergency Managenent compris-
ed the 22 who received graduation certificates
from the 3-day school, attended by county of-
ficials, mayors and emergency management coor-
dinators from cities large and small.

Colonel James B. Adams, Director, Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety, addressed the group and
stressed the importance of emergency manage-
ment. Classes that followed included a disaster
recovery presentation by DEM's veteran field
coordinator Wes Anders, a hazardous materials
class by State Training Officer Con Freeman, a
local emergency plan development presentation
by DEM's Norman Walker and a Program Eligibili-

ty speech/d scussion by State Assistant Coor-
dirator Robert L. Halverson.

The workshop also included a hurricane exercise
and a torrado exercise which demonstrated the
difference in "lead time" between the two poten-
tial disas-ers, and proved the need for early
preparedness. Adding their encorsement to the
value of emergency management training and
preparedness were two officials whose com-
munities suffered excessive flooding in 1981;
Mayor Margaret Hays of Gainesville, and County
Judge W. D. Roznovsky of Lavaca County.

in the critique that concluded tie workshop, many
attendees said, "give us more workshops, more
:raining."

The group viewed the hurricane movie, "The
Management of Allen," and toured the facilities of
the State Emergency Operating Center, located 26
fee- underground at the Texas Department of
Public Safety.
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NORTH TEXAS FLOODING STRIKES MANY AREAS

From local officials in North Texas to the Gover-
nor's Division of Emergency Management in
Austin to the White House in Washington, D.C.,
response was prompt to hard-hit victims of the
1981 October floods in North Texas. Excessive
rainfall caused five deaths, damage to 3,000
homes and extensive agricultural losses in many
counties.

Flooding ranged from Abilene to Fort Worth and
Gainesville, hitting many towns and communities
in between. Hard hit was Breckenridge, popula-
tion 7,000, where 20 inches of rain caused nearby
Lake Hubbard to overflow and downtown Gun-
solus Creek to divide the town in half. With homes
and businesses flooding and the city's power and
water supply inoperable, Breckenridge asked for
outside help, and got it. DEM became involved,
and a National Guard unit was activated by Gover-
nor Clements to help evacuate families.

'.b k

Response activity was brisk at DEM's
underground offices at the Texas Department of
Public Safety. Throughout the crisis and after-
wards, DEM disaster specialists coordinated
response and recovery operations, working with
Texas Department of Health, DPS troopers and
field commanders, Texas Department of Water
Resources, Texas National Guard, the Red Cross,
officials in the deluged areas and many others. A
priority among quick actions needed was fresh
drinking water for the people of Breckenridge, ac-
complished through tank truck deliveries by the
American Dairy Producers.

When flood waters subsided, DEM and Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) traveled
hundreds of miles appraising damage. On Oc-
tober 23, President Reagan signed a Presidential
Disaster Declaration for North Texas, and on Oc-
tober 29, DEM/FEMA opened Disaster Assistance
Centers.

Breckenridge businesses near flooded Gunsolus Creek (Photo courtesy Breckenridge American)

Also struck was Gainesville, where homes and
businesses flooded, and scores of animals were
lost from the city's Frank Buck Zoo. A four-year-
old elephant named "Jerry" was found tangled in
the branches of an uprooted tree, submerged but
alive, with his trunk above water. "Jerry" later
became a symbol of Gainesville's determination
to survive and recover from the flood.

In Abilene, schools were closed, neighborhoods
were evacuated and emergency shelters were set
up. The Red Cross arrived quickly with hot food.
Evacuations were also necessary in Mineral
Wells, Lindsay, Sherman, Graham and in the
Horseshoe Bend area.

Flood victims began applying for Individual and
Family Grants, SBA Loans, Agricultural loans,
temporary housing, unemployment assistance
and many other government services that became
available under the Presidential Disaster Declara-
tion.

After a week of dedicated processing of ap-
plicants by state and federal agencies and others
at disaster assistance centers in six north Texas
cities, 2,171 families had been helped. The late
Fall floods in North Texas climaxed a "wet" year
for disaster emergency management people in
the Lone Star State.

.
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NORTH TEXAS COUNTIES INCLUDED IN THE OCTOBER
DISASTER DECLARATION:

Parker
Taylor
Stephens

Cooke
Tarrant
Palo Pinto

PRESIDENTIAL

Grayson
Wise
Montague

NORTH TEXAS COUNTIES WHERE SBA LOANS WERE MADE AVAILABLE
all the above, plus:

Jack
Eastland
Shackelford
Callahan

I
41 4,

II _

Breckenridge residents man rescue boats to free people from deluged homes as flood waters stand at their highest elevation during
flood. (Photo courtesy Breckenridge American)
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Coleman
Hood
Dallas

Denton
Fannin
Clay
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"SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS" CAMPAIGN ON THE MOVE

As if to emphasize the importance of Governor availability of a "Tornado Safety Resource (Infor-
Bill Clements' Proclamation of March 14-20 as mation) Kit" for use by local emergency manage-
"Severe Weather Preparedness Week" in Texas, ment people as they work with their local news
tornadoes and hail struck north Texas on March media. The kit may be obtained by writing the
14, destroying five homes and damaging 22 others Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
in Taylor, Runnels, Coleman, Wichita and Dallas Washington, D.C., or by calling them at
counties. 1-202-287-0300.

In his Proclamation, the Governor reminded Tex-
ans that the loie star state has a history of tor-
nadoes, violent thunderstorms, hail and floods in
the months between March and November. He
urged schools, hospitals, nursing homes, other in-
stitutions and emergency management people to
review their weather watch and warning opera-
tions, and stressed that each citizen should learn
severe weather safety rules.

Putting out a similar message over the "weather
wire" was the National Weather Service, which is
working with the Division of Emergency Manage-
ment on the campaign. Simultaneously, the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, in
cooperation with the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, announced the

The grocerymen of Texas get "top marks" for their
part in "Severe Weather Preparedness" by again
distributing, at store check-out counters, millions
of grocery bags imprinted with "Tornado Safety
Tips." Grocery organizations have given up their
normal advertising messages on the sacks to pro-
vide customers with this vital public safety
message, and have concentrated distribution in
tornado-prone areas.

Throughout the turbulent weather season, the
Division of Emergency Management is conduc-
ting workshops and exercises to assist local
emergency management coordinators and local
officials in improving their own communities'
"Severe Weather Preparedness."

BITS AND PIECES

* There has been a change in the purpose for
which disaster victims may obtain Small
Business Administration loans. A new rule
states that SBA disaster loans cannot be used
to repair or replace secondary homes and con-
tents, or tc repair or replace recreational
possessions such as boats or airplanes. Only
the primary 'esidence of an applicant may be
repaired or replaced with SBA funds. Source is
Rev. 9, Amendent 18.

* The Texas Wing, Civil Air Patrol did yeoman
service again last year. The wing flew 65 mis-
sions; 31 were accomplished in the last six
months of 1981, which included 16 ELT mis-
sions, 13 for aircraft in distress and two
emergency blood runs which were credited
with lives saved on each.

* A. F. Weaver, Director of Emergency Manage-
ment for Palo Pinto County, was recently

awarded a 20-year plaque at a Commissioner's
Court Meeting for his 20 years service in Civil
Defense work for the County.

* Bill Stone of the Flood Insurance Assistance
Program in Austin has developed a flood warn-
ing system whereby a blinking light on an
upright pole is activated when flood waters
raise an attached float to the six inch level.
Bill reminds everyone that six inches of flood
water can move a car, thinks his device can
save lives by warning motorists at low water
crossings.

* Hector Lopez, Kleberg County Emergency
Management Coordinator, is well prepared for
Crisis Relocation. He has prepared local maps
showing designated traffic control points and
evacuation centers in Kingsville. His plans in-
clude bus transportation for local residents
needing a ride to the "host" area, and also
relocation of his E.O.C. out of the risk area.



WHERE ARE YOUR CIVIL
DEFENSE INSTRUMENTS?

Civil defense radiation detection instruments are
distributed to public service groups and
designated shelters throughout the state, usually
with law enforcement and fire departments, but
always through the local coordinator.

'4 A

These instrument sets, CDV-777's and
CDV-777-l's are scheduled for maintenance and
calibration in the Texas RADEF maintenance
shop on a four-year schedule. You will be con-
tacted in advance of your city/counties' schedul-
ed exchange and given a list showing instrument
kit locations as we have them.

Due to this long interval between instrument ser-
vice, many things may happen in your city/county
which can effect access to this equipment.
Therefore, we suggest you review set locations
periodically. Some instrument kits may require
relocation due to buildings being replaced, etc. If
you should need to relocate any of this equipment
please let us know of the new location(s) and from
where it was moved.

If you have any instrument problems or wish to
know more about your equipment please call on
us.

Texas Department of Health
Division of Environmental Programs
1100 West 49th Street
Austin, Texas 78756

Attn: Tom Payne
Ph: (512) 458-7494
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INTEREST HIGH IN SPRING
RADIOLOGICAL DEFENSE
EXERCISES

Since January, three Radiological Defense Exer-
cises (RADEF) have been conducted in Texas.
They were: Region 3, South Texas, on January 13;
Region 4A, West Texas, on March 19, and Region
1, North Texas, on April 20. Working together with
local Emergency Management Coordinators were
the Texas Department of Health, the State Depart-
ment of Highways and Public Transportation, the
Texas Department of Public Safety, the
Governor's Division of Emergency Management,
local officials and local volunteers.

In the tests, nuclear detonations were simulated,
Emergency Operating Centers were activated,
radioactive fallout was plotted and nuclear
preparedness plans for population segments
were reviewed.

In West Texas at El Paso, Health Department
Radiological Defense Officer Tom Grimshaw pro-
vided detailed technical knowledge and en-
thusiasm which resulted in a record number of
cities and counties participating in Region Sub
4A.

In South Texas, Ms. Fran Randall of Wilson Coun-
ty utilized the opportunity to conduct a full-scale
RADEF exercise, and as a result, local interest
was so great that two additional Radiological
Monitoring classes had to be conducted to meet
requests by volunteer citizens.

In North Texas, Region I, Regional Liaison Officer
Ron Staggs summarized his area's RADEF exer-
cise by stating, "The City of Dallas provided real
leadership by conducting their in-depth, city-wide
exercise in which local industries, as well as city
officials and emergency management personnel,
were involved. As a result of this and fine ex-
amples set in other counties and cities, there has
been a sharp increase in interest by local of-
ficials."

In all three RADEF exercises, RACES strong par-
ticipation and efficient message handling was so
successful that required information from that
system alone would have been enough to supply
data to the Emergency Operating Center in
Austin. The communications "network" provided
by RACES, the Texas Department of Public Safety
and the State Department of Highways and Public
Transportation successfully tested three com-
munications systems.
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PREPAREDNESS ACTIVITIES
INCREASE AS HURRICANE
SEASON NEARS
A simulated hurricane named "Polly" triggered a
March emergency exercise in 34 South Texas
counties. Its purpose was to improve the
capabilities of people and equipment in state
disaster district emergency operating centers at
Department of Public Safety offices in Corpus
Christi, Harlingen and San Antonio.

Path of the simulated storm was developed by Na-
tional Weather Service Meteorologists at
Brownsville, Corpus Christi, Victoria and San An-
tonio. "Polly" headed toward Brownsville, turned
north and then east and brushed the Texas coast.

State disaster district committee members and
local emergency management coordinators dealt
with the movement of large groups of people from
storm-threatened areas and with traffic control,
communications and shelter needs of the
hypothetical evacuees.

r. '

Region Ill's Captain Gunn plans "evacuation"

Gamble observes emergency action plan

Rupert Gamble, DEM's Regional Liaison Officer,
reported afterwards from Corpus Christi, "The ex-
ercise was defiritely a success. Participation was
heavy and marked by keen interest. The press
coverage was outstanding. Everybody learned
and improved."

Texas grocerymen are again distributing, at the
cash register, grocery bags imprinted with Hur-
ricane warning information. When the distribution
is complete for all the Texas Coastal areas, the
quantities will be at 22 million, a 10% increase
over last year.

NUCLEAR PUBLIC INFORMATION
STARTS AT HOME

The Nuclear Civil Protection Planning (NCP) pro-
gram in Texas, in coordination with Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), is a part
of the U.S. civil defense system which is designed
to help State and local governments and the in-
dividual citizen cope with threatened or actual
nuclear attack.

Although most citizens look to their government
officials for instructions and assistance concern-
ing preparedness for nuclear attack, personal
preparedness is invaluable to the total effort.
Local governments can relieve a great deal of
their burden by keeping their citizens informed on
all aspects of nuclear war preparedness. Public
information is a cornerstone to dealing suc-
cessfully with a nuclear attack.

Local governments, through their Emergency
Management Coordinators, have a considerable
amount of information available to them which
can be used in a public information program.

FEMA has available two booklets which can be
given to your citizens free of charge. One is the
H-14, "In Time of Emergency," which covers all
types of disasters, including a section on nuclear
attack. The other is the H-20, "Protection in the
Nuclear Age," which is devoted entirely to the
hazards of a nuclear attack and what the in-
dividual can do to protect himself and his family.
These can be ordered through the Division of
Emergency Management in Austin.

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED
ABOUT FLOOD INSURANCE!

* before you can buy federal flood insurance to
protect your home, business or contents, your
community must be accepted into the National
Flood Insurance Program!

* homeowner policies, with the exception of
most mobile home policies, do not cover
flooding!

* if flood insurance is available in your communi-
ty, you may buy flood insurance coverage even
if you do not live in the floodplain!

note: The Flood Insurance Assistance Office
in Austin is receiving, on their toll free
number, more questions on the above
three questions than on any other. If you
have a question, call 1-800-782-1123.
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Bill Seals receives one of many retirement awards; giving this
one is FEMA's Bill Tidball

DID YOU KNOW...
" If you wear porcelain dentures you're pro-

bably quite radioactive? Uranium salts in
porcelain teeth and crowns can provide a
dose of up to 1500 millirems per year.

* That in 1971, the fertilizer used in the U.S.
contained 17,000 tons of natural uranium?
This can be compared to the 13,000 tons of
uranium ore that was mined for nuclear fuel.

* That the average annual radiation dose
received by each person in the United States
is about 200 millirems? During the height of
the Three Mile Island incident,
plant emitted only 70 millirems.

the nuclear

l/

Ron Staggs, veteran Regional Liaison Officer for
DEM in Region I, displays the gold "key to the ci-
ty" given him recently in Longview by Mayor T. T.
Carlisle. The mayor praised Ron's work, stating
that the award was "for valuable and diligent
assistance to the city of Longview in disaster
planning activities and for valuable guidance in
emergency management."
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PERSONNEL CHANGES AT DEM

William L. Seals, Resources Planning Officer for
six years, retired from DEM December 31, 1981.
Bill is a native of North Carolina, a veteran of
World War II and was with the Adjutant-General's
Department for 27 years. He was a Colonel in the
Texas National Guard (Retired). He and his wife
Betty have seven children.

Alton B. Armstrong has been promoted from Pro-
gram Officer to Resources Planning Officer. Al
will be working with disaster preparedness,
mitigation, response and recovery, developing
and testing plans and programs. He has been with
DEM for six years, served in the U.S. Army 22
years and hails from East Texas. He and his wife
Joann live in Austin and have two grown sons.

Charles Goodwin has been promoted from
Auditor to Operations Officer. In his new position
Charles will handle daily responses to emergen-
cies involving aircraft, hazardous materials spills
and much more. He claims Waco as his
hometown. He and his wife Donna have two
daughters, and live in Austin.

Kay Karkoska, 21-year veteran of disaster work at
DEM, has been promoted from Auditor to Program
Officer. She will assist in many phases of ad-
ministrative support activities at DEM. Kay and
her husband have two daughters and live in
Austin.

Gary D. Haag is a new Regional Liaison Officer for
Region 2 B and will be working out of the
Beaumont/Port Arthur area. He is a native of
Jonesboro, Arkansas, is an Air Force veteran and
was with the Arkansas Office of Emergency Ser-
vices for ten years. Gary, his wife Martha and their
two sons will live in Beaumont.

Robert D. Tallman is the newest member of the
DEM staff where he will work as Auditor. He was
with the Texas Comptroller's Office for 32 years;
prior to that he served with the U.S. Army for twen-
ty years. Robert's home state is Missouri. He and
his wife Dorothy have seven children, and will live
in Austin.

Ron Mauch is a new auditor with DEM, coming
aboard in March after 21/2 years as an accountant
with The Texas Department of Health. He will be
working with disaster recovery assistance claims.
Ron is a native of Wisconsin. He and his wife
Linda live in Austin.
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THE 1982 CONFERENCE: SPEAKERS THAT INFORMED, INSPIRED AND CHALLENGED

Governor Clements opens the conference

,. C. Pittmann: He looks serious but soon had dinner au-
dience laughing

I

S tate Coordinator Lansford introduces John Fainter of Texas
Attorney-General's Office

FEMA's Lee Thomas acknowledges aoplaus9

Astronaut Walker (left) relaxes before "America in Space"
preserve ion

From all Darts of Texas, they cene...
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NO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE IS COMPLETE WITHOUT
MOBILE DISPLAYS!
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THE 1982 CONFERENCE: OLD FRIENDSHIPS RENEWED, NEW FRIENDSHIPS MADE...
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THE 1982 CONFERENCE: NOT EVERYTHING WAS SERIOUS
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