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DEM State Coordinator Robert Lansford (center) and Regional Liaison Officer Bill Johnson (left) are

briefed by agencies on scene at a Brazos River oil spill. State and federal agencies congregated at

Possum Kingdom Lake following the June 7 spill, which occurred when a Diamond Shamrock

pipeline near Knox City broke. The Texas Railroad Commission, Parks and Wildlife Department, Water

Commission and Department of Agriculture helped minimize the effects of as much as 10,000 barrels

of oil that entered the waterway.
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DEM
UPDATE

by Robert A. Lansford
State Coordinator

On June 3 we began a major activity here at the
Austin Headquarters-an activity that we had been
pursuing for a number of years. We began a con-
struction project to expand the State EOC, which
was built in 1964. The project contractor has 270
days to expand the current structure by about 10,000
square feet (underground) and to renovate the ex-
isting building. (Continued on next page)
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Work has begun on the EOC expansion project on the
east side of the DPS Headquarters Building in
Austin.
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Certain Procedures Required
When Requesting, Utilizing Guard
The following information is provided by Maj. Gen. William C. Wilson, TXARNG, Adjutant General of Texas.

The Adjutant General's Department, when directed by
the Governor, is responsible for providing military sup-
port to Texas cities and counties to assist in their
recovery from the effects of disasters and civil distur-
bances. Procedures are established with the Division of
Emergency Management, Department of Public
Safety, to insure you receive prompt, effi-
cient and effective support from all
available state assets during crisis
periods.

In keeping with the Division of
Emergency Management pro-
cedures, the Adjutant General's
Department has divided Texas in-
to six military suport regions that
mirror the Department of Public
Safety regions. Appropriate National
Guard commands provide individuals
to coordinate emergency plans and opera-
tions within each region on a continuing
basis. Additionally, other appropriate National
Guard commands are responsible for providing
members to each of the 19 Disaster District Committees.
The linkage provided by this system insures prompt, ef-
ficient and effective military support when required. All
requests for military support must be channeled
through the appropriate Disaster District Commit-
tee for action.

Utilizing established procedures for securing military
support during emergency situations is essential to in-
sure you receive the support you require. It is critical
that we practice using these procedures when cities and
counties conduct exercises in preparation for any future
disaster, thereby, precluding any misunderstanding

during an actual emergency.

When authorized, the Adjutant General may commit
Texas Army and Air National Guard and Texas State
Guard units to support civil authorities as required. Nor-

mally, Army and Air National Guard units will
be the first responders to emergency situa-

tions with the Texas State Guard used
as a follow-on force. This system is us-
ed primarily because the Army and
Air National Guard have federal
equipment that can be used by
these units during support opera-
tions. The Texas State Guard is not
authorized to use or operate this

federal equipment.

All National Guard and State Guard
personnel may volunteer, as a citizen

of the community, to assist in any
emergency exercise or situation. They may

not, as a volunteer, wear a military uniform
or represent the State Military Forces. Caution must

be exercised in this area as the individual who
volunteers may be called to perform another function
in the area if his/her unit is activated to provide military
support. Of equal significance, State Military Force
units are not authorized to become part of locally
developed emergency preparedness plans.
Our intent is to insure you have timely and effective
military support if you need it to save lives and reduce
suffering. Please contact Lieutenant Colonel Bennie Cot-
tle, the State Plans, Operations and Military Support
Officer, Commercial (512) 465-5075 if you have any fur-
ther questions on military support to civil authorities.

DEM Update continued

The project is supported by state and federal funds
and will culminate in the finest State EOC in the
nation. The facility will have state-of-the-art com-
munications systems, computer-generated display
systems and self-contained operational capability to
meet whatever crisis or emergency we might face
down the road.

The expansion will provide the necessary space to
conduct the business at hand in an efficient manner.
We are very proud of the project and I know you
will be also. It's a bit unsettled around here right
now, so save your visit until about this time next
year. Everything should be fully in place and opera-
tional by then.
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Around The State
Some 54 jurisdictions participated in DEM's annual
Hurricane Polly exercise, held in three areas of the
Texas coast in May. This year's scenario dealt with
recovery issues, giving local government officials the
opportunity to gather information and fill out paper-
work that is needed by the state and federal govern-
ments following a significant disaster. Local govern-
ments also had the option of designing a response

exercise to precede the recovery scenario. The exer-
cise allowed for the verification of the Texas Law En-
forcement Telecommunications System's capability to
transmit ESTED (Estimated Safe Time remaining
before Evacuation Decision) bulletins from the state
to local governments and the local government's
capability to independently request and receive this
information from the DPS mainframe computer.

Emergency management organizations in the Corpus
Christi/Nueces County area held their 12th Annual
Emergency Preparedness Conference in early
June to discuss the beginning of hurricane season,
oil spill response and other emergency-management-
related topics. The conference was dedicated to the
memory of Assistant Nueces County Emergency
Management Coordinator Bill Curtis, who passed
away June 2.

Governor Ann W. Richards designated the week of
June 2-8 as Hurricane Awareness Week in Texas
at a public proclamation-signing ceremony at the
State Capitol. Representatives from DEM, the Na-
tional Weather Service, the Insurance Information
Institute and the Texas Catastrophe Property In-
surance Association attended, as did Libby Beall of
the Houston Chapter of the American Red Cross,
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Chambers County Emergency Management Coor-
dinator Mark Hainley and Dr. Carl Ruch of Texas
A&M University.

Mayor Gilbert Galvan issued a Hurricane
Awareness proclamation for the City of San Benito,
noting the cooperative work by city departments and
San Benito Amateur Radio Club in keeping citizens
informed and prepared. The City of Corpus Christi
also formally recognized hurricane season with a
proclamation by Mayor Mary Rhodes.

To contact the National Flood Insurance Program's
Community Rating System in Indianapolis, try
dialing 317-845-1750. The 845-2924 number given in
the last issue of the Digest is for the CRS FAX
machine.

Newly-revised evacuation/contingency zone maps are
available for the Lake Sabine, Houston-Galveston
and Corpus Christi areas. Regional Liaison Officers
in the three study areas have camera-ready copies of
the material available for local reproduction. Local
officials, or anyone who wants to sponsor printing of
the material, are welcome to contact the appropiate
RLO.

Hurricane safety information is now available in
Vietnamese. Thanks to translation assistance from
the Beaumont Police Department, the Keys to Hur-
ricane Safety information is available in Vietnamese
to anyone who requests it. Again, camera-ready
material will be provided to anyone who wishes to
have it printed. Contact your Regional Liaison Of-
ficer or the DEM Public Information Office.
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DEM recently sponsored the first

Incident Command System
school solely for DPS commis-

sioned personnel. Murray Fly

and Bill Terry of the Texas Forest

Service instructed the 32

students, assisted by George
Stewart of the Fredericksburg
Fire Department. The DEM

training staff made FEMA-
approved changes to the course,
which is certified by the National

Fire Academy, in order to better

suit the needs of non-fire depart-
ment personnel.

... 
,

"* 

-

t

.

.... :.b a



4

EPA Can Reimburse For Hazmat Measures
by David Haun

DEM Staff

Under section 123 of the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as amended, the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) is authorized
to reimburse local governments for performing tem-
porary emergency measures needed to prevent or
mitigate injury to human health or the environment
associated with the release of any hazardous
substance, pollutant, or contaminant. In order to be
eligible for reimbursement the applicant's jurisdic-
tion must be included in the emergency response
plan or annexes addressing hazardous materials
(HAZMAT). If a Texas jurisdiction applies for reim-
bursement under this act, the Division of Emergency
Management will be asked to provide information
regarding the emergency plan status of the
applicant.

Title III of the Superfund Amendments and
Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA) is also known as
the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-
Know Act. SARA Title III specifically addresses
emergency planning for hazardous materials in-
cidents. SARA Title III requires that the following
areas of emergency planning be addressed: warning,
population protection, emergency public information,
resource management and hazardous materials
response. Planning guidance issued by the State
Emergency Response Commission (SERC) identifies
the planning elements necessary to meet SARA Title
III requirements. A Texas jurisdiction will meet the

planning requirements of Title III by completing the
basic plan and the following planning documents:
Basic Plan and Annexes A (Warning), C (Shelter), E
(Evacuation), I (Emergency Public Information), M
(Resource Management) and Q (HAZMAT Response).

The overall purpose of the reimbursement program
is to provide some financial relief to local govern-
ments conducting temporary emergency measures in
response to hazardous substance threats. However,
EPA emphasizes that reimbursement under section
123 does not eliminate the requirement to try to
identify potentially responsible parties and attempt
cost recovery from liable parties. Rather, it is
available as a measure of financial relief when
responsible party search and cost recovery actions
have proved unsuccessful.

A reimbursement application package may be ob-
tained by calling the EPA's CERCLA Hotline at
1-800-424-9346. The package contains the forms and
detailed instructions for preparing and submitting
reimbursement requests. Applications must be sub-
mitted to EPA within six months of completion of
the response and only one request for reimbursement
will be accepted for response to any single incident.
When more than one local agency has participated
in such a response, those agencies must determine
which single agency will submit the request on
behalf of them all.

DEM Personnel
Mildred Damewood has joined DEM as the new Secretary for the Nuclear Resources Planning section.
Mildred is a graduate of Leander High School and attended Austin Community College. Cynthia Valdez is
the new Secretary for the Recovery section. She replaces Lee Janecka, who was promoted within DPS.
Cynthia is a graduate of Lanier High School and previously worked within DPS. Ramon (Ray) Quijano and
Joe Michael (Mike) Peacock are the new Planning Assistants at Population Protection Planning. Ray is a
graduate of Auburn University and was formerly with the Army. Mike, a graduate of Auburn University and
Creighton University, previously was in the Air Force. Comet Russell, Jr., is the new Exercise Training Of-
ficer. Comet replaces Bob Jordan, who accepted a position out-of-state. Comet is a Belton native and attend-
ed Prairie View A&M and the Community College of the Air Force. Anita M. O'Sullivan is the new Training
Secretary, replacing Katherine Gersbach, who accepted a position in the private sector. Anita, who attended
Texas Woman's University, previously worked at DPS.
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FEMA Revises 60-8

Proper Completion of Publication Request
Press Firmly When Filling In Information

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY CONTROL NUMBER

REQUISITION FOR PUBLICATIONS AND BLANK FORMS X-XXXXX
TO: 1. DATE OF REQUISITION 2. DATE OF CLASS/CONFERENCE

Federal Emergency Management Agency /FAIR
PO Box 70274

Washington DC 20024 DATE NEEDED

3. SHIP TO:
Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

17. JUSTIFICATION

REASON PUBLICATIONS ARE NEEDED

NOTE: Allow 4 to 6 weeks for handling and shipping.
5. REQUIREMENTS

ITEM DESCRIPTION QTY. STATUS OF PUBLICATIONS
NO. (Publication Number or Title) REQ'D OBSO- BACK- LIMITED OTHER CAN'T
(a) (b) (c) LETE ORDER DIST. AGENCY IDENT. PUB.

FOUND PUBLICATION NUMBER/TITLE
IN FEMA ON BROCHURE
CATA-
LOG

DO NOT ORDER SM, IG, HS OR TR
PUBLICATIONS ON THE SAME FORM
WITH OTHER TYPES OF PUBLICATIONS

6. TRAINING MATERIAL APPROVAL

INITIALS DATE

State Emergency Manager Coordinator
FEMA Regional Coordinator

FEMA EMI Coordinator

FEMA Headquarters Coordinator

7. SIGNATURE OF REQUESTOR 8. PHONE NO. (Include area code) 9. DATE

FEMA Form 60-8, May 91 PREVIOUS EDITIONS MAY NOT BE USED 1--CONTRACTOR
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Form Saves Time
In order to process your request for publications as
quickly as possible, it is necessary that FEMA Form
60-8 (Requisition For Publications And Blank Forms)
be filled out correctly. The form has recently been
revised by FEMA and is shown here. Use the older
version until you receive copies of the new form.

The FEMA Form 60-8 is used to request publications
produced by FEMA, DEM, NOAA and other
organizations as noted in the FEMA and DEM
Publications Catalogs.

All requests for publications should originate with
the local (city or county) emergency management
director or coordinator. Frequently, the local office
has a stockpile of publications just waiting for the
local school district, private citizen, hospital, etc., to
claim. If not, then a 60-8 should be filled out, signed
by the local director/coordinator and sent to DEM in
Austin.

Blocks 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9 should be filled out
at the local level. Under Block 5, fill out sections a,
b, and c. The Item Number can be found in the
FEMA catalog; the Publication Number is located on
the publication.

Training materials-those with a letter designation
beginning with SM (Student Manual), IG (Instructor
Guide), HS (Home Study) and TR (Training)-must
not be requested on the same form with non-training
materials as those requests are filled at a separate
location within FEMA. Training manuals with the
designation SM and IG usually require completion of
the course for which they were written and the re-
quest must be approved by the DEM and FEMA
training staffs.

When DEM receives your request, we will fill
whatever orders we can from our warehouse; the
others will be forwarded through FEMA Region VI
to Washington, D.C. Allow about six weeks for
delivery from FEMA, so plan accordingly.

Before you send your completed form to DEM, make
a copy for your files-don't detach one of the per-
forated copies. Request forms sent directly to FEMA
will be sent back to DEM for approval, causing a
delay in processing.

If you have any questions-or if you need copies of
Form 60-8-contact DEM Public Information Office
Secretary Donna Englert at 512-465-2138 or your
Regional Liaison Officer.

DEM Proposes
Re structuring
LEPC Addresses

by David D. Haun
DEM Staff

Currently the Division of Emergency Management
(DEM) maintains mailing addresses for the chairper-
sons of 281 Local Emergency Planning Committees
(LEPC). That information is made available to
anyone who requests it (for example: businesses that
use hazardous materials). In many cases the mailing
address is the home or business address of the
chairperson. Predictably, that causes problems if the
chairperson resigns or otherwise vacates that post.

DEM is proposing that permanent addresses be
established for LEPCs which would not change when
the chairperson changes. Permanent addresses would
allow us to distribute an address list that would not
become out-of-date within weeks of being printed. It
would also allow better distribution of important
mailings by eliminating returned mail.

The proposed address for an LEPC would normally
be the main address for county government offices.
In the cases where more than one LEPC exists in a

county, a city government address might be used.

If the change in favor of permanent addresses is
made, notification will be sent to the former address
and the new address.

We are soliciting any comments on the proposed
change. Please send comments to:

David D. Haun, Coordinator
State Emergency Response Commission

Box 4087
Austin, Texas 78773-0001

Flood Facts
" Most homeowners' insurance policies do not offer

protection against flood losses

" Flood insurance is available through the federal
government's National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) and can be purchased through any
licensed property/casualty insurance agent or
through many private insurance companies that
are now writing flood insurance under arrange-
ments with the Federal Insurance Administration
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