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A change of leadership -
Webb named Council's new executive director

Executive Director Roger A. Webb

Council seeks
comment on

new State Plan
The Council is in the process

of developing its fiscal year
1987-1989 State Plan for Tex-
ans with developmental disa-
bilities. The Plan will be
available for public review and
comment in late December.
Persons interested in providing
input should contact, Tammy
Jeter, Planning Secretary, at
(512) 445-8820.

Roger A. Webb was appointed ex-
ecutive director of the Texas Plan-
ning Council on October 1. Webb
was appointed by the Council's ad-
ministering agency, the Texas Reha-
bilitation Commission, following a
recommendation by the Council's
Executive Committee. Webb previ-
ously served as a staff liaison and
governmental affairs specialist to the
Council.

Webb brings nearly ten years of
experience in the disability field to
the position of executive director.
Prior to his employment with the
Council in January 1984, he was an
instructional assistant for the Center
for Rehabilitation Studies at North
Texas State University and a jail
counselor with the Denton County
Jail Program. In Grand Rapids,
Michigan, he was facility administra-
tor for a community work activity
center, coordinating all operations
for a program that provided services
for 200 adults with developmental
disabilities.

During the past year, Webb coor-
dinated staff support to the Autism
Task Force and represented the
Council as an advisory committee
member to the Employment Initia-
tive Project of the National Associa-
tion of Developmental Disabilities
Councils. He also monitored state
and federal legislation and policies
for the Council, helped to initiate

the Council's Information Alert net-
work to keep advocates informed
about current and pending legisla-
tion, and served as staff support to
all Council committees.

For his work in Michigan, Webb
received an Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award for Employment and
Recreation from the Association for
Retarded Citizens - Kent County,
Michigan. He was a representative
to the Graduate Student Council for
the Center for Rehabilitation Studies
while at North Texas State and is a
past president of the North Texas
Rehabilitation Association. He was
also named Outstanding Graduate
Student of the Year by the Center
for Rehabilitation Studies and was
listed in Who's Who in American Col-
leges and Universities.

Webb earned a master of science
degree in Rehabilitation Services Ad-
ministration from North Texas State
University in 1983 and a bachelor of
arts degree with a major in psychol-
ogy from the University of Illinois.
As part his graduate program he
completed an internship with the
Rehabilitation Services Administra-
tion regional office in Dallas where
he was involved with program plan-
ning, administration and review of
grant projects.

Webb replaces Joellen Flores Sim-
mons, who was recently promoted
to the position of assistant deputy
commissioner of special programs at
the Texas Rehabilitation
Commission.
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Meet the Council
People with developmental disa-

bilities often rely on the support and
assistance of programs, such as
vocationa' rehabilitation, special ed-
ucation, Medicaid and social securi-
ty, that are administered by state
agencies. For this reason, federal law
stipulates that state agencies ad-
ministering federally-funded pro-
grams for people with
developmental disabilities must be
represented on developmental disa-
bilities councils.

In Texas, seven membership posi-
tions on the Council are held by
state agency represertatives ap-
pointed by each agency's chief exec-
utive officer. An alternate
representative is also chosen to serve
on request or as needed.

Planning Committee Chairman
Anita Anderson serves as an active
alternate representative to the Coun-
cil for Janice Caldwell, Ph.D., associ-
ate commissioner for services to
aged and disabled at the Texas De-
partment of Human Services. Ander-
son is the Department's statewide
coordinator of services for persons
with disabilities and was instrumen-
tal in getting approval for the state's
Intermediate Community Services
waiver under Section 1915(c) of the
Social Security Act. She has worked
for the Department for nine years
and has been employed in disability-
related fields for more than 17 years.

Council member Robert MacLean,
TDH, at a recent Council meeting.

Council members Jaylon Finccnnon (left), TDMHMR, and Jill Gray, TEA, study
proposed objectives for the Courcil's new State Plan.

Joellen Simmons, assistant deputy
commissioner for special programs at
the Texas Rehabilitation Commission
(TRC), began representing TRC on
the Council after relinquishing her

position as executive director :his
past September. At TRC, she is ad-
ministratively responsible for the
Council, the Governor's Committee
for Disabled Persons and the Texas
Occupational Therapy Board. Sim-
mons worked for the Texas Educa-
tion Agency (TEA), where she also
served as its representative to the
Council, prior to her appointment to

the position of executive director in
1983.

TEA's current representa-ive, Jill

Gray, has been with the Agency al-
most 12 years. As director jf special
education programs, she supervises a
staff who provide technical assis-
tance to special education programs
throughout the state and participate
in quality monitoring visits.

Representing the Texas Depart-
ment of Mental Health and Mental

Retardation (TDMHMR) is Jaylon
Fincannon, deputy commissioner for
mental retardation services. Fincan-
non has worked for TDMHMR since
1973. In his current position, he di-

rects TDMHMR's 13 residential

schools for people with mental retar-
dation and three state centers. He is
also involved with the Department's
33 community mental health and
mental retardation centers.

Council member Ron Mansolo is
deputy director of programs at the
Texas Commission for the Blind. His
employment with the Commission
began in 1971 as a vocational place-
ment specialist.

Robert MacLean, M.D., represents
the Texas Department of Health. As
deputy commissioner for profession-
al services, MacLean oversees all of
the Department's medical-related
services. Before coming to the De-
partment in 1981, he served as dep-
uty director of public health for the
City of Houston Health Department.

Larry Evans represents the Texas
Commission for the Deaf, where he
serves as executive director. Evans
has been with the Commission since
last February; prior to that he was
director of developmental studies at

the Southwest Collegiate Institute
for the Deaf.

Other people on the 26-member
Council include consumers, parents
of people with developmental disa-
bili:ies, advocates, and representa-
tivEs from state and local
organizations.
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Advocacy, Inc., challenges the 'system' byworking to balance the scales of justice
Timothy J., a ward of the state

and a resident of Austin State
School, became very attached to his
primary caregiver. The feeling was
mutual and even after the caregiver
left the school for employment in
San Antonio she continued to visit
Timothy in Austin and, after a trans-
fer, at Fort Worth State School.
However, it was at Fort Worth State
School that she became concerned
about his progress. Timothy, who
has autism, seemed to be "un-
learning" everything he had been
taught. After trying to work out a
solution with the school, the former
caregiver turned to Advocacy, Inc.,
the state's protection and advocacy
system for people with developmen-
tal disabilities, for help.

0
Advocacy, Inc., was established in

1976 by federal legislation to advo-
cate for the legal rights of people
with developmental disabilities. Last
year, under additional legislation, it
also began providing similar services
to people with disabilities who are
present or potential clients of the vo-
cational rehabilitation program. As
part of its mandate, Advocacy, Inc.,
provides information and referral,
materials, and technical assistance to
help provide solutions to a variety of
problems. Another part of its pro-
gram provides more in-depth client
services such as monitoring, counsel-
ing, technical assistance, representa-
tion in administrative hearings, and,
in a small number of cases, litiga-
tion. These client services are only
provided in Advocacy's priority ser-
vice areas - zoning, education and
vocational rehabilitation.

Last September, as a result of Ad-
vocacy's intervention, Timothy
moved into a residential facility that
is providing him with the treatment
he needs. An impartial hearing
officer had ruled that Timothy re-
quired an intensity and continuity of
programming that the state school
could not provide. Timothy became
the first person in a Texas Depart-

ment of Mental Health and Mental
Retardation (TDMHMR) facility to
successfully argue for his educational
rights.

Advocacy, Inc., handled 2,611 re-
quests for assistance last year from
people with disabilities and their
parents and friends. Only 44 cases
were actually settled through litiga-
tion. Following are some recently
settled cases that will have a major
impact on our service delivery
system.

0
City of Cleburne v. Cleburne Living

Center received national attention
when it challenged the decision of a
small town south of Dallas to deny a
special use permit for a group home
for persons with mental retardation.
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled last
July that the city's requirement for a
group home for persons with mild
and moderate mental retardation
rested on an irrational prejudice
against the retarded. Most impor-
tantly, the Court reaffirmed the un-
derlying principle that mental
retardation per se cannot be used as
a proxy for depriving people with
mental retardation of their rights
and interests without regard to indi-
vidual abilities and needs. (A more
detailed explanation of the Cleburne
case appeared in the October 1985
edition of Highlights.)

0
A class action lawsuit, Griggs v.

Bowen was filed in January 1981
against the Texas Education Agency
(TEA) and the Wharton Independent
School District (ISD) alleging that
120 children at the Cartwheel Devel-
opment Center were not being pro-
vided the free, appropriate education

required under federal and state law.
The case has been settled, resulting
in compensatory education services
for the children for the one and one-
half years of education they were
denied.

0
Last year, in City of El Campo v.

Collins the Corpus Christi Court of
Appeals reversed a trial court's rul-
ing that would have closed a group
home for people with mental retar-
dation in El Campo. The appeals
court found that the group home,
occupied by four men who are mod-
erately retarded and their house-
parents, did not violate either the
local zoning ordinance or a restric-
tive covenant because it was located
in a neighborhood zoned for single
family residences only. The court
ruled that the four unrelated men
and their two supervising
houseparents consitute a "family" as
defined in the El Campo zoning
ordinance.

I
Advocacy, Inc., represented a class

of plaintiffs composed of current and
future residents of Brenham State
School for the Retarded in Griffith v.
Bynum. The lawsuit alleged that the
Education for All Handicapped Chil-
dren Act was not being implemented
inside the TDMHMR state school
system. The parties reached a settle-
ment that applies to all state schools.
TEA is now responsible for educat-
ing state school residents, ages 3-21,
through local school districts adja-
cent to the state schools. As a result
of the case, TEA and TDMHMR
have written an interagency agree-
ment to govern the education of
state school residents.

For more information on Advoca-
cy, Inc., and the services it provides,
call 1-800-252-9108, local (512) 475-
5543, or write Advocacy, Inc., 7700
Chevy Chase Dr., Suite 300, Austin,
Texas 78752.
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From the Executive Director

by Roger Webb

As we approach the holiday sea-
son, it is a time when many of us
reflect on the accomplishments of
the past year and establish goals for
the coming year. It is a time of New
Year's resolutions and a time of
"endings."

We should also remember that
each ending is also a new begin-
ning - a new opportunity. It is
therefore a time where we should

Governor appoints
new Autism
Task Force

Governor Mark White recently an-
nounced appointments to the Au-
tism Task Force. According to
legislation passed by the 69th Texas
Legislature earlier this year, the Au-
tism Task Force has been reestab-
lished under the Council on
Disabilities.

Appointees are as !ollows:
Chairman Roger Cox, Ph.D., Dallas
service provider; Mary Brock, Dallas
parent; Patrick Cox, Houston service
provider; Bonnie Fairall, El Paso spe-
cial education administrator; Paige
Fuller, Austin service provider; Anna
Hundley, Dallas service provider;
Susan McMillan, Ph.D., Austin; Ben
Moore, M.D., San Antonio parent;
Hill Rylander, Texas Society for Au-
tistic Citizens; Anita Anderson, Tex-
as Department of Human Services;
Mike Carter, Texas Department of
Mental Health and Mental Retarda-
tion; Jesus Duarte, Texas Rehabilita-
tion Commission; Rush Russell,
Governor's Office; Joan Shirley,
Ph.D., Texas Education Agency;
Loretta Smith, Texas Department of
Health; and Roger Webb, Texas
Planning Council for Developmental
Disabilities.

The Autism Task Force will con-
tinue its role in evaluating the ser-
vice needs of people with autism
and recommend changes to the
Legislature.

each reaffirm our desire and our re-
sponsibility to be actively involved
in developing a system of services
that is responsive to the needs of all
persons with developmental disabili-
ties. It is a time to Advocate or
Abdicate.

The Texas Planning Council is
continually aware of its responsibili-
ty to advocate on behalf of Texans
with developmental disabilities. To
do otherwise means that we give
that right to others who may or may
not share our feelings and views.
We must either advocate - or we
abdicate our responsibility.

It is a time of new beginnings in
the Texas legislative process. State
agencies are developing their appro-
priations requests and legislative pri-
orities for the 70th Texas Legislature.

A new federal grant program
under the Education of the Handi-
capped Act will provide funds for
the removal of architectural barriers
in school buildings next year.

The Texas Education Agency
(TEA) plans to request $2,721,000
from the program once application
materials are handed down from the
U.S. Department of Education.
TEA administrators in the Office of
Funding and Discretionary Programs
expect to be able to submit an appli-

National

Autism Week

December 1-7

It is an important time for agencies
to hear your input about service
needs in your community.

Encourage agency personnel at the
local level to include your request
when developing their budget for
presentation to their state central
office in Austin. And be prepared to
offer testimony in support of that
request at appropriate points when
budget requests are reviewed by
state agency boards, by the Legisla-
tive Budget Board, and by the Texas
Legislature. Your support is critical
throughout the process.

Advocate or abdicate. We can
make a difference.

cation for the program in January or
February with renovations within
schools possibly beginning this
summer.

Under TEA's proposed program,
local school districts will be request-
ed to submit grant applications to
TEA concerning modifications
needed to existing buildings or
school grounds. Possible projects
that could be financed under the
program would be the addition of
ramps, widened doorways, and
accessible restrooms and drinking
fountains.

Texas' 1,092 local school districts
will be notified by TEA and asked to
submit proposals for renovations
once the state's application is
approved. Proposals from school dis-
tricts will be reviewed and competi-
tively judged by TEA, with the
assistance of the Architectural Barri-
ers Department of the State Purchas-
ing and General Services
Commission.
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IAn idea whose time has come -The Texas Respite Resource Network
gets the facts about respite care in Texas

Since March, Jennifer Cernoch, di-
rector of the Texas Respite Resource
Network, has been working with an
advisory committee of parents, con-
sumers and service providers to devel-
op a statewide clearinghouse for
information on respite care services.
Funded by a $58,365 grant from the
Texas Developmental Disabilities Pro-
gram, the project will host a confer-
ence on respite care February 13 and
14 at the Gunter Hotel in San
Antonio. The Texas Respite Resource
Network is sponsored by a former
Developmental Disabilities Program
grantee, Project Any Baby Can, at the
Santa Rosa Medical Center in San
Antonio.

The following interview with Cer-
noch reveals some of the Texas Respite
Resource Network's findings concern-
ing respite care services in Texas and
goals for improving the system in the
future.

How is respite care defined by
the Texas Respite Resource
Network?

We define respite care as any type
of temporary relief services offered
to families who have individuals
with developmental disabilities,
handicapping conditions or chronic
illnesses.

How did you come up with this
definition?

We gathered information from dif-
ferent programs across the country,
looking at how people define respite
care. We didn't want to look at just
general services, but services specifi-
cally for people with developmental
disabilities. We also did not set an
age limit. We feel that every family
taking care of an individual with de-
velopmental disabilities - that could
be a child or an elderly person -
needs relief services. Since we are
the state's information clearinghouse
for respite services, we wanted to
make sure that our definition wasn't
too broad - yet not so limiting as to
exclude services that would help
parents.

How many people in Texas
would be able to take advantage of
respite care?

I think it is a fairly large percent-

age, but exact statistics for Texas do
not exist. We know that there are
about 2.4 million Texans with vary-
ing degrees of disabilities and ap-
proximately 270,000 of them have
developmental disabilities. We can
assume that many of them might
need respite care services.

What's the purpose of the Febru-
ary conference, to make people
more aware of respite care?

Yes, more aware of respite care,
the availability of services and the
issues involved in providing respite
care. In talking with people across
the state I have found that there
would be many more programs
available if there was some type of
established funding base be it local,
state or federal. That's one topic that
always crops up. Another issue is
the whole problem of liability. Both
of these issues -funding and liabili-
ty - will be addressed as general
session panel discussions.

Will there be any chance to
learn about existing programs?

Part of the conference will include
a poster session with displays from
model programs across the state. It
will give participants a chance to
talk with program coordinators indi-
vidually. We thought this would be
a better way to disseminate informa-
tion instead of having each program
present individually. Someone in
Houston might have different ques-
tions than, say, someone in Lubbock
for a particular program. We are ask-
ing each model program to prepare
handouts about their services so that
if a participant doesn't have enough
time to talk to every program coor-
dinator they will have a handout to
take home and read through and
have a contact person to call later.

During the second and third
year of your Developmental Disa-
bilities Program grant you'll be es-
tablishing yourself as a statewide
clearinghouse. Does this mean that
other groups will be able to call
you for information on respite
care?

What we are planning on doing
right now is to identify what exists
statewide, gather as much informa-

tion as we possibly can - be it
training manuals, brochures, client
eligibility lists - all the different
types of materials that other respite
care service providers are using
throughout Texas. By next year, we
are hoping to put together a directo-
ry of respite care services for distri-
bution and set up a data bank of
respite care consultants. That way if
we get a call from someone in, say,
Texarkana who wants to start a res-
pite care program in their communi-
ty I'll be able to provide them with
information from our office but also
refer them to an individual in their
region of Texas, who has agreed to
be a respite care consultant and is
willing to offer technical assistance
and training.

How does Texas compare with
other states as far as respite care
services?

I get asked that question all the
time. In some ways I would say that
Texas is ahead of other states in that
we have smaller groups out there,
such as the local YMCA, trying to
do things for the community, know-
ing there is such a need out there.
We have many of these groups start-
ing babysitting co-ops and other
services. So, in that respect, the
comradery and realization of the
need, Texas probably ranks above
many states. In the actual service ar-
eas it's really hard to say. I've tried
to canvass as many of the other
states as possible, networking with
individuals and trying to determine
how many programs exist, but I
haven't been able to find out how
many programs are actually out
there in each state - there are no
national lists.

For more information, contact Jen-
nifer Cernoch, Ph.D., Respite Care Co-
ordinator, at Santa Rosa Children's
Hospital, P. 0. Box 7330, Station A,
San Antonio, Texas 78285, telephone
(512) 228-2794
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News You Can Use

Registry of independent
living programs

Annotated profiles o_ over 180
independent living programs in the
nation are listed in the Annotated
Registry of Independent Living Pro-
grams, published by the Independent
Living Research Utilization (ILRU)
project of Houston. The registry pro-
vides information on programs such
as type and degree of services of-
fered, budget and sources of income,
restrictions for eligibility, age of cli-
ents, and other information. Another
publication by ILRU, the Directory of
Independent Living Programs, pro-
vides names, addresses, telephone
and TDD numbers, an: executive di-
rectors of over 275 programs in the
U.S. and other countries. To order,
send $12.50 for the Registry and
$8.50 for the Directory to the ILRU
Project, P.O. Box 20085, Houston,
Texas 77225, telephone (713)
797-0200.

Tax benefits for employers
Tax Incentives for Employers of

Handicapped Persons, by Jay Brill,
explains tax benefits available to em-
ployers who hire persons with disa-

bilities. Copies of the study are
available from the Health Resource
Center, One Dupont Circle, N.W.,
Suite 670, Washington, D.C. 20036-
1193

Opening a group home
Advocacy, Inc., and the Texas

Department of Mental Health and
Mental Retardation (TDMHMR) will
sponsor a one-day conference, Janu-
ary 17, on how to overcome legal
barriers encountered when opening
a group home for people with disa-
bilities. Topics to be discussed in-
clude deed restrictions, legislation,
and TDMHMR policy. For more in-
formation contact Desiree Russell at
(512) 475-5543.

Spinal cord hotline
The National Study Center for

Emergency Medical Systems in Balti-
more operates a 24-hour-a-day hot-
line, 1-800-526-3456, for persons
with spinal cord injuries and their
relatives and friends. Hotline per-
sonnel can answer questions con-
cerning acute care, rehabilitation,
activities of daily living research, lo-
cal contacts, and regional spinal-cord
injury organizations.

Guide to medical tests
The Epilepsy Foundation of

America has published a new pam-
phlet on medical tests used in the
diagnosis and treatment of seizure
disorders. Called A Patient's Guide to
Medical Tests, the pamphlet de-
scribed blood and urine tests, elec-
troencephalograph (EEG) tests,
X-rays, and brain scans. Contact the
Epilepsy Foundation at 4351 Garden
City Drive, Landover, Maryland
20785 for free single copies.

Calendar

December 5-6, MR/DD Sys-
tems: the 1980's and Beyond,
annual conference, National
Association of State Mental
Retardation Program Directors,
Capitol Holiday Inn, Washing-
ton, D.C. Call Ruth Katz at
(703) 683-4202 for more infor-
mation.

December 6, quarterly meeting,
Texas Planning Council for
Developmental Disabilities,
Austin South Plaza Hotel. Call
(512) 445-8004 for more infor-
mation.

February 19-20, Changing the
Service Delivery System: A
New Beginning, 1986 Develop-
mental Disabilities Program
Grants Conference, Austin
South Plaza Hotel. Call Jen-
nifer Roberie at (512) 445-8867
for more information.

Texas Planning Council
for Developmental Disabilities
118 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704
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