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SUPPLEMENTAL BUYER’S TEMPORARY CARDBOARD TAG 
FOR MOTOR VEHICLE  

 
INSTRUCTIONS TO DEALER 

 
You authorized to provide a customer a blue supplemental temporary cardboard buyer’s tag to be used on 
unregistered new or used vehicles for a period not to exceed forty-two (42) days from the date of sale under specific 
conditions authorized by Transportation Code §503.063 (f).  The dealer may only place a blue supplemental 
temporary cardboard buyer’s tag on a vehicle when the dealer has been unable to obtain release of lien from the 
lienholder.  As a dealer, it is your responsibility to see that the following information is placed on the tag:          
 

1. Date Vehicle Sold       
   2. Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) 
   3. Buyer’s Name 
 
If a buyer operates an unregistered vehicle without the above information being shown, both the dealer and the 
buyer may be subject to a fine. 
 
Each buyers tag printed shall contain a unique sequential number printed on the front of the tag.  The number 
assigned to a tag may not be used more than once by a dealer.   
 
A dealer shall maintain a record in numerical order of all buyer tags printed by that dealer and as to each vehicle 
such record shall consist of: 

(1)  the assigned sequential number from the temporary tag; 
(2)  the make; 
(3)  the vehicle identification number; 
(4) the date vehicle was sold; and  

 (5) the name of the buyer to whom the temporary tag was issued. 
 
No homemade tags are permitted to be used under any circumstances.  It is the dealer’s responsibility to provide to 
the printer current information on file with the Motor Vehicle Division. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS TO PRINTER 

 
The supplemental  buyer’s temporary cardboard tag shall be cut 6’’ X 11’ in size.  The tag shown in Figure 1, 
Appendix B-3 shall be printed on not less than 24 Point Poly Coated C2S Board with bolt holes to be horizontally 
punched on 7 inch centers and vertically punched on 4-1/2 inch centers.   The letters in the words 
“UNREGISTERED VEHICLE” shall not be less than 3/4 inches high.  These tags are to be printed with blue letters 
and numerals on a white background. Each tag must contain a unique sequential number printed on the front side of 
the tag.  Subsequent orders of tags must continue the sequential numbering from previous orders.  Printed matter on 
the tag must be between the top and bottom margins which shall be one inch and must appear exactly as shown in 
figure 1, Appendix B-3 except that the dealer's number, name and city shall be the same as that shown on the 
General Distinguishing Number License issued by the Motor Vehicle Division.  All printed matter on a buyer’s 
temporary cardboard tag shall be positioned so that it cannot be covered or obstructed by a plate holder. 
 
Motorcycle buyer’s tags shall contain the same printed information and format but shall be cut 4” x 7” in size and 
shall be printed on not less than 24 Point Poly Coated C2S Board with bolt holes to be horizontally punched on 5 
3/4-inch centers and vertically punched on 2 3/4-inch centers and the letters in the words “UNREGISTERED 
VEHICLE” shall not be less than 1/2 inch high.  All printed matter on a motorcycle buyer’s temporary cardboard tag 
shall be positioned so that it cannot be covered or obstructed by a plate holder. 
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